Changes at Riverside Park

Since 1976, per an agreement with the
City of Findlay, the Hancock Park
District has been responsible for
managing and maintaining Riverside
Park Waterfront, a 7-acre section of
parkland along the Blanchard River.
This area included the Waterfalls
Pavilion and Zonta Landing Boathouse
among other areas and facilities.

The Hancock Park District has cancelled
the longstanding agreement with the
City of Findlay, technically taking effect
on January 1, 2026, thereby
relinquishing its responsibility to
manage and maintain Riverside Park Waterfront. Consequently, the Hancock Park District will no
longer be renting the Waterfalls Pavilion. The Waterfalls Pavilion can still be rented by contacting
the Findlay Recreation Department at 419-424-7176 or via the website at www.findlayohio.gov
or in-person at 3430 North Main Street, Findlay.

The Hancock Park District believed that it was in the best interest of the City of Findlay, Hancock
Park District, and the community that Riverside Park, including the waterfront, be operated,
managed, and maintained by one governmental organization. Maximizing city resources for the
benefit of Riverside Park, streamlining park management, and maintaining the grounds and
facilities in a consistent manner were the chief objectives associated with the change.

During meetings and discussions in 2025, the City of Findlay chose to take over the operation of
Zonta Landing Boat Rentals even though the Hancock Park District had communicated its interest
in operating Zonta Landing Boat Rentals and maintaining the boathouse per a new concession
agreement. The Hancock Park District began operating Zonta Landing Boat Rentals in 1981.

In the past, Zonta Landing Boat Rentals was open on weekends and holidays from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day, 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Boat rentals were $5.00 for % hour for pedal
boats, canoes, and kayaks. There was also a special float trip option: $10.00 for a solo kayak and
$20.00 for a canoe or a tandem kayak. Canoeists and kayakers could stay on the water for
approximately two hours as they paddled to the State Route 568 bridge and back. The Hancock
Park District offered group boat rentals upon request and conducted fall float trips, all of which
originated at Zonta Landing.

Even though Zonta Landing Boat Rentals is no longer part of the Hancock Park District’s Ouftfitter
Service, the Hancock Park District remains committed to canoeing and kayaking programs,
promoting the Blanchard River as an outdoor recreation resource, and managing the 37.6-mile
Blanchard River Water Trail from Blanchard River Nature Preserve to Blanchard Landing.

The City of Findlay owns Riverside Park and is responsible for its maintenance and overall
management. The Findlay Public Works Department can be contacted at 419-424-7181.
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