
 

 

       Hancock Park District 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
Public Meeting Notice and Agenda 

 

Date:   Tuesday, June 9, 2026 
Location: Brugeman Lodge at Riverbend Recreation Area 
  9250 Township Road 208, Findlay, Ohio 45840 
Time:  3:30 p.m.  
 
Roll Call  
 
Approval of Minutes 

1. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes dated April 14, 2026 
 

Financial Status 
1. Review of the Financial Statement dated May 31, 2026 

 
Old Business 
 
New Business 

1. Health Insurance Plan Renewal 
2. Request to approve the 2027 Estimate of Revenues 
3. Request to approve Resolution 2026-05 opposing the elimination of all property taxes in Ohio 
4. Request authorization to begin the planning process for three new park development projects 

 
Discussion 

1. Hancock Park District Report: 

• Director – Gary Pruitt 

• Park Operations Manager – Scott Egbert 

• Naturalist – Michelle Rumschlag 

Public Input 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 3:30 p.m.; Brugeman Lodge at Riverbend Recreation Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hancock Park District ▪ 1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840 
419-425-7275 ▪ www.hancockparks.com 



HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
Staff Report/Agenda Supplement 

June 9, 2026 
 
Health Insurance Plan Renewal: Grace George from Hitchings Insurance Agency will be at the meeting 
to present a brief overview of the Hancock Park District’s Health Insurance Plan Renewal (see Medical 
Mutual Renewal Packet).  
 
Request to approve the 2027 Estimate of Revenues: Completing the Estimate of Revenues is a routine 
matter each year. The Hancock Park District’s revenue estimate is due to the Hancock County Auditor in 
July (see 2027 Estimate of Revenues). 
 
Request to approve Resolution 2026-05 opposing the elimination of all property taxes in Ohio: See the 
following excerpts below (taken from correspondence with Woody Woodward, president of the Ohio 
Parks and Recreation Association) and the following attachments: Statewide coalition begins public 
education on property tax abolishment, A message from Ohioans to Protect Public Services, and 
Resolution 2026-05 opposing the elimination of all property taxes in Ohio: 
 
From: Woody Woodward <woody@opraonline.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2026 9:22 AM 
Subject: Public Launch of Property Tax Coalition 
 
Dear Directors;  
  
I am writing to let you know that our broad-based statewide coalition, Ohioans to Protect Public 
Services, launched its public education campaign this morning. As a leader of the coalition effort, I 
can assure you that we have undertaken extensive research and are working with the top 
professionals in Ohio to ensure that Ohio voters are educated about the impact of eliminating 
property taxes in Ohio. 
  
We have done extensive research over the past few months, and we know that many Ohioans don’t 
really understand the impact of abolishing property taxes on the services that mean the most to 
them, including the life-changing work happening in parks and recreation departments around the 
state. We have designed materials that will help to make that impact really clear. Ohioans to 
Protect Public Services is a broad-based statewide coalition of more than 70 organizations 
including representatives of police, fire and emergency medical personnel; educators; caregivers 
for seniors, children and people with disabilities; health care providers; libraries; parks; business 
and labor; local elected officials; Democrats and Republicans.   
  
From: Woody Woodward <woody@opraonline.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2026 12:02 PM 
Subject: Property Tax Resolution and Other Info  

 
Dear Directors;  
  
As we continue our property tax effort, I am writing to ask you to consider having your Board adopt a 
resolution opposing the elimination of property taxes. This sample resolution may be helpful to 
you. It is “on message” with our on-going work. If your Board decides to adopt a similar resolution, I 
would appreciate it if you would forward to me upon adoption. I also wanted to share a poll which 
was conducted by BGSU earlier this month and was released yesterday. While proponents of a 
repeal have a significant lead at this point, the poll demonstrates that we can drive their support 

https://www.protectpublicservices.org/
https://www.protectpublicservices.org/


down to around 43% with a successful campaign. The poll also shows 85% favorability for parks 
and recreation, which was second only to Fire and EMS services among services their poll tested. 
Staff Report/Agenda Supplement, June 9, 2026, continued – page 2 
  
Request authorization to begin the planning process for three new park development projects: Now 
that the Oxbow Bend Activity Area Improvement Project is near completion and the next two park 
improvement projects are known, including paved walkways at Aeraland Recreation Area and Riverbend 
Recreation Area in 2026, and the Dold Lake Development Project in 2027, planning should begin for the 
next round of park improvements. Early authorization allows for concept development, assessment of 
grant funding opportunities and application deadlines and internal financial planning (i.e., general fund 
and budgeting), and scheduling (i.e., planning ahead). Three park improvement projects are proposed 
for 2028-2030: 
 
Waterfalls Area Improvement Project in 2028 (preliminary components): 

1. Reconstruct the parking lot.  

2. Replace, upgrade, and modernize the railing.  

3. Reconstruct the original section of the Blanchard River Greenway Trail.  

4. Reconstruct the trail section within the boundaries of the park (concrete).  

5. Construct concrete steps with handrails at both river access sites.  

6. Replant the landscape berm between the road and parking lot.  

7. Install a bike rack.  

Anticipated Funding Sources: Blanchard River Greenway Trail Fund, ODOT Metroparks Fund/Roadwork 
Fund, Hancock Park District General Fund.  
 
Blanchard River Nature Preserve Improvement Project in 2028 or 2029 (preliminary components): 

1. Expand and pave the parking lot (concrete).  

2. Create a paved Blanchard River Overlook that connects to the parking lot (concrete).  

3. Develop a ramp access to the Blanchard River for canoes and kayaks (concrete).  

4. Install a message center that contains information about the Blanchard River Water Trail.  

5. Install bench seating overlooking the Blanchard River.  

6. Construct a three-sided enclosure for the portable restroom facility.  

7. Repair and repaint the storage building.  

Anticipated Funding Sources: Clean Ohio Greenspace Conservation Fund, ODOT Metroparks 
Fund/Roadwork Fund, Hancock Park District General Fund.  
 
Big Oaks Activity Area Playground in 2028, 2029 or 2030 (preliminary tower concept): 
 



 
 


