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HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
Public Meeting Notice and Agenda 

 
Date:  Tuesday, July 12, 2022 
Location: Brugeman Lodge at Riverbend Recreation Area 
Time:  3:30 p.m.  
 
Roll Call  
Approval of Minutes 

1. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes dated June 14, 2022 
 

Financial Status 
1. Review of the Financial Statement dated June 30, 2022, presented by Hancock Park District  

Business Manager Vicky Stozich 
 

Old Business 
New Business 

1. Request to approve the granting of an easement and temporary easement to City of Findlay for 
the construction of the Blanchard River Greenway Trail along the frontage of Vogelsong 
Conservation Area and to authorize the director of the Hancock Park District to execute the 
required documents 

2. Request to approve Resolution 2022-7 regarding additional appropriation within the Auditor’s 
certification and Park Commissioners to appropriate in the general fund in the amount of 
$269,352.07 for three new waterless restroom facilities at Riverbend Recreation Area 

3. Hunting with Permission Game Management Program for 2022-2023 

 

Discussion 
1. Hancock Park District Report: 

• Director – Gary Pruitt 

• Park Operations Manager – Tyler Fredritz 

• Naturalist – Michelle Rumschlag 
 

Public Input 
Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in Brugeman Lodge at Riverbend Recreation 
Area 
 
 

Hancock Park District ▪ 1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840 
419-425-7275 ▪ www.hancockparks.com 

http://www.hancockparks.com/


HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
Staff Report / Agenda Supplement 

July 12, 2022 
 
Request to approve the granting of an easement and temporary easement to City of Findlay for the 
construction of the Blanchard River Greenway Trail along the frontage of Vogelsong Conservation 
Area and to authorize the director of the Hancock Park District to execute the required documents: 
City of Findlay is administering the construction of the Blanchard River Greenway Trail on the north side 
of State Highway 568 from Eastpoint Area at Bright Road to Township Road 236. The funding source is a 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant from the Ohio Department of Transportation.   
 
The expansion of the standard highway easements already in place is needed to construct the trail along 
the frontage of 23.679-acre Vogelsong Conservation Area. Since the Hancock Park District and City of 
Findlay have a long-standing partnership related to the Blanchard River Greenway Trail (i.e., land 
acquisition, trail construction, management, and maintenance), granting easements for the sole purpose 
of trail construction is recommended.   
 
However, by granting the easements the Board is also authorizing the removal of approximately 40 
trees, which is necessary for trail construction and the construction of a pedestrian bridge over the 
Blanchard River. In 2002, Vogelsong Conservation Area was created as part of the Upper Blanchard River 
Watershed Preservation Project with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). It was funded by 
the Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP). Property use restrictions include: “Except as 
may be necessary for reasonable preservation, management or restoration purposes, there shall be no 
removal, destruction, cutting, trimming or mowing of any trees or other vegetation except as required to 
maintain a diversity of naturally occurring habitat types and control of exotics.” 
 
Although it occurred later in the design process than it should have, consultation with EPA 
representatives did occur. There was a conference call on June 13 and a site visit on June 30. The issue 
was summed up well by EPA representative Mr. Thomas Harcarik: “In order for the original project to be 
eligible for WRRSP funding, DEFA undertook a detailed environmental review to ensure the project would 
meet all applicable state and federal environmental requirements.  The proposed bike path was not part 
of the original project scope and was not included in those environmental reviews.  Therefore, we need 
to ensure that the bike path will not cause any significant impacts that could jeopardize the conservation 
values that enabled WRRSP funds to be used for the project.”     
 
Property use restrictions also include: “The development of recreational trails for hiking, cross country 
skiing, horseback riding and other similar purposes must be compatible with the restoration and 
protection of water resources and follow best management practices.” The Hancock Park District 
contemplated trail construction from Eastpoint Area at Bright Road to Riverbend Recreation Area in 
2008, although at the time the trail route did not go over the Blanchard River, but rather underneath the 
State Highway 568 bridge to Township Road 234 and Township Road 208. And while trail surface 
material and construction methodology were not clear, there were references to “greenway trail 
construction” and “multiuse trail development” in various correspondence. Until the City of Findlay 
began administering the current trail project, trail construction along the proposed route was merely 
conceptual (i.e., theoretical; speculative).  
 
If a determination by the EPA has not been made in time for the meeting, then conditional approval of 
the easements by the Board is recommended pending approval by the EPA so that the project can move 
forward in an expeditious manner (see Donation Letter, Easement, Temporary Easement, HAN-



GREENWAY TRAIL EXTENSION 2 PLAN AND PROFILE, and a photograph on the next page showing 
Vogelsong Conservation Area and the location of tree removal).  
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Vogelsong Conservation Area 
 
Request to approve Resolution 2022-7 regarding additional appropriation within the Auditor’s 
certification and Park Commissioners to appropriate in the general fund in the amount of $269,352.07 
for three new waterless restroom facilities at Riverbend Recreation Area: The new waterless restroom 
facilities at Riverbend Recreation Area are being funded by a reimbursable grant from the American 
Rescue Plan administered by the Hancock County Commissioners up to $370,000.00. The anticipated 
date to begin construction is April 1, 2023. In addition to the installation of the restroom buildings, the 
contractor will also be responsible for concrete construction in and around and leading to the restroom 
buildings (see Resolution 2022-7 and ROMTEC Preliminary Scope of Supply and Services).  
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Hunting with Permission Game Management Program for 2022-2023: Hancock Park District Natural 
Resource Manager Chad Carroll will be at the meeting to provide more information and answer 
questions. Approval by the Board is requested before a news release is publicized and the hunting 
lottery is held (see Hunting with Permission Game Management Program Rules and Guidelines).  

 


