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Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance 
the Hancock Park District? A Volunteer 
Application form for youth and adults, a 
Volunteer Resource Guide, and descriptive 
volunteer opportunities can be found on the 
HPD website or at the park office during 
business hours. Contact Jamie Shane, 
Administrative Operations Manager at 419-
425-7275 or email jshane@hancockparks.
com to join in a scheduled volunteer 
opportunity or to set up a date and time that 
works well for you. 

Living History 
Do you have a love of history or would you 
like to portray someone from the 1840s? 
The Hancock Park District is looking for men 
and women of all ages as well as children to 
become costumed interpreters at the 1847 
McKinnis House and homestead. For more 
information and to see what living history 
is all about, contact Michelle Rumschlag, 
Naturalist, at 419-425-7275 or via email at 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com.

Hands-on, in-the-field approaches to 
monitoring environmental changes and 
assisting with habitat restoration gives 
participants a wide range of physical and 
mental activities in which to participate.  

Invasive Hardwood Removal
Part of the Hancock Park District’s goals is to 
encourage the growth of native plants. To that 
end, it is necessary to remove invasive woody 

plants, like bush honeysuckle and privet, that 
crowd out those plants that are native to this 
area. Volunteers work under the guidance of 
HPD staff, using handtools and gloves to cut 
saplings and pull seedlings.

Please direct questions regarding habitat 
restoration and biological monitoring 
to Chad Carroll, HPD Natural Resource 
Manager at ccarroll@hancockparks.com.

Looking for a service project? The HPD has an 
opportunity, from litter cleanup to habitat restoration.

HPD Living History VIPs (Volunteer in Parks) use 
their love of history to portray characters from the 
1840s. 

VIP helping to clean furniture at the 
McKinnis House at Litzenberg. 
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SEPTEMBER
10 Friday 
Archery Instruction 
Workshop – Adults 
Leisure Education Initiative 
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. You’ll have the 
opportunity to learn the basics of 
archery along with safety measures, 
while shooting arrows at several 
targets with a compound bow. How 
close to your target can you get? 
Sign–up and find out. This  
workshop is part of the HPD’s 
Leisure Education Initiative that 
introduces outdoor recreation  
activities, teaches fundamental 
skills, and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the course 
of a lifetime. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Dold Lake 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Required to be ages 18 and up. 
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Friday, September 10. 
Maximum: 10 
Tim Kleman 
tkleman@hancockparks.com

11 Saturday  
Archery Open Shoot 
Have you taken one of the  
Hancock Park District’s introductory 
archery courses? If so, and if you 
want more archery practice, then 
here’s your chance. A certified 
archery instructor will supervise 
the archery practice session. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Dold Lake 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Required to be ages 9 and up. 
Register with $10 per person by 4:30 
PM on Saturday, September 11. 
Maximum: 10 
Chris Allen 
callen@hancockparks.com

11 Saturday 
Nebulas 
Giant clouds deep out in space 
are known as nebulas. Come to 
our portable planetarium program 
and view stunning images of 
these deep space objects. As 
we explore and look at different 
types of nebulas, we will talk 
about what they are and how 
they form.  Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
7-8 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; but register everyone 
attending by 4:30 PM on Saturday, 
September 11. 
Maximum: 25 
Tim Kleman 
tkleman@hancockparks.com

12 Sunday 
Game Birds: Open 
House 
Learn about game birds in 
Hancock County, such as turkey, 
quail, grouse, and pheasant, 
and how to attract them to your 
property. Take a close-up look at 
these birds’ eggs, feathers, tracks 
and scat, along with our wild 
turkey and ring-necked pheasant 
mounts. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
1-4 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com
 

13 Monday  
Wee Ones: Nature 
Who Done It! 
Let’s take a hike and try to figure out 
what made the hole in the tree and 
who lives in the hole in the ground. 
As we look around in nature there 
are so many mysterious things that 
we see. Can you help me find out 
what they could be? We will read an 
interesting story titled, Nature Who 
Done It, and then go on a scavenger 
hunt through the nature play area to 
see if we can unravel the mysteries 
of nature.  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM 
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Chris Allen 
callen@hancockparks.com

16 Thursday 
National Collect a 
Rock Day Scavenger 
Hunt 
It’s time to rock out in the park on 
National Collect a Rock Day. Take 
an evening hike on the trails and 
learn about different rocks during 
the scavenger hunt. When you are 
finished with the scavenger hunt, 
return to the Discovery Center 
porch to collect a special rock for 
your collection.  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center porch 
6-8 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Chris Allen 
callen@hancockparks.com

19 Sunday  
Wheat Harvest Prep 
& Laundry Day: Open 
House 
As it is getting closer to fall, the 
harvesting of crops is about to 
start. Come out to the farm  
workshop to see how Robert 
McKinnis is getting ready to 
harvest the summer wheat. See 
the tools of wheat harvest and 
how they are used. After a hard 
day’s work on the farm, clothes 
get dirty, so head over to the 
wash house to learn how laundry 
is done with Sarah Fishel.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
McKinnis House 
1-4 PM  
All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Tim Kleman 
tkleman@hancockparks.com

22 Wednesday 
History Comes Alive 
for Homeschoolers 
Homeschoolers ages 8-12 are  
invited to spend the day at the  
Historic McKinnis Farm where 
they will experience life in Hancock 
County’s rural past. Six ½-hour 
stations will cover topics such as 
“Early American Folk Music,”  
From Wool to Wardrobe,” “Just a  
Farmwife,” “Tools that Built Ohio,” 
“The Pioneer Game,” and a  
“Nature Hike.” Please bring a 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Parents or designated adults are 
required to stay with the group. No 
older or younger siblings please.   
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Gatehouse 
10 AM-1:45 PM 
Required to be ages 8-12. 
Register with $2 per child by 8 AM 
on Wednesday, September 22. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 24 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Hancock Park District’s Fall Calendar of Programs & Events
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Homeschoolers 
in the Park - Fall

Continuing for its 7th year is a series for homeschooled students. 
The fall session will consist of a series of seven classes from 

September to December. Homeschoolers will engage in hands-on 
projects and activities to learn about science, nature, and animals. 
The classes will take place outdoors in nature as often as possible 

and at a variety of parks. Students will make friends and gain 
confidence, utilize problem solving skills and independent thinking, 
and have fun! The first class will take place at the Discovery Center 
at Oakwoods Nature Preserve. A schedule for future class locations 
will be passed out at the first meeting date. In the 10:00-11:30 AM 
class, students are required to be ages 5-8 by the start of the first 

class in the series. In the 1:30-3:00 PM class, students are required 
to be ages 9-12 by the start of the first class in the series. Register 

with $35 per child for the series.  

Thursdays
September 16, 30

October 14, 28
November 4, 18

December 2

Registration is open until filled
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 16

Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

 
Continuing this year is outdoor recreation for teen homeschooled 
students. The fall session will consist of a series of seven classes 

from September to November. Teens will engage in outdoor 
recreation, which may include hiking, kayaking, disk golf, archery, 
bird watching, and more. The classes will take place outdoors in 
nature as often as possible and at a variety of parks. The goal of 
the classes is to introduce teens to outdoor recreation activities 

while they are in a safe, enjoyable environment and where they can 
make friends and have fun. Choose from either the 10:00-11:30 AM 
session or the 1:30-3:00 PM session. Teens are required to be ages 
12-18 by the start of the first class in the series, which will take place 
at the Discovery Center at Oakwoods Nature Preserve. A schedule 
for future class locations will be passed out at the first meeting date. 

Register with $35 per teen for the series.  

Tuesdays
September 14, 28

October 12, 26
November 2, 16, 30

Registration is open until filled
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 10 per class

Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Teen 
Homeschoolers 
in the Park - Fall

1847 Period Garden
at the McKinnis House 

The Hancock Park District is seeking volunteers with an interest in gardening to help with the 1847 Period Garden at 
the McKinnis House. Help is needed with the maintenance and care of the herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruits. This can include 
weeding, hoeing and harvesting of these items. A staff person will be on hand during these work hours. The workday will be can-
celled if it is raining or if inclement weather is approaching. Call the office at 419-425-7275 and see if the session is still on for the 

day. Please bring work gloves. Tools will be provided, but feel free to bring your own. 

Wednesday, September 1
Thursday, September 9

Friday, September 17
Thursday, September 23

Wednesday, September 29

All Times are 9-10:30 AM 



27 Monday 
Discovery Story: 
Muskrats 
These small, fur bearing mam-
mals live along the Blanchard 
River. Children will learn about 
them from a story, activities, and 
a muskrat craft. Find out how 
they live and how they differ from 
their larger cousin, the beaver. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM 
Recommended for ages 3-5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend. 
Free; registration is not required.  
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

OCTOBER 

4 Monday
Pioneer Tyke Hikes 
Tour the 1847 McKinnis home-
stead to discover some of the 
jobs pioneers had during the 
fall and learn what it was like to 
live as a pioneer. The tour will 
include hands-on activities, such 
as grinding corn, pressing apples, 
churning butter, and looking in 
the garden to see if anything is 
ready to be harvested. After each 
stop, you’ll be rewarded for your 
hard work with a small taste of 
the past.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Gatehouse 
10 AM & 1 PM 
Recommended for those ages 
3-6 with an adult companion; 
other aged siblings are welcome 
to attend.  
Free; registration is not required. 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

8 Friday  
Archery Instructional 
Workshop - Teens 
Leisure Education Initiative 

Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. 
All necessary equipment and tar-
gets will be provided. You’ll have 
the opportunity to learn the ba-
sics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a com-
pound bow. How close to your 
target can you get? Sign–up and 
find out. This workshop is part 
of the HPD’s Leisure Education 
Initiative that introduces outdoor 
recreation activities, teaches fun-
damental skills, and encourages 
participation in outdoor recreation 
over the course of a lifetime. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Dold Lake 
4:30-5:30 PM 
Required to be ages 14-17. 
Register with $10 per person by 
1:30 PM on Friday, October 8. 
Maximum: 10 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

16 Saturday 
Flag City Classic 
Sponsored by Chick-
fil-A—PDGA  
Sanctioned B Tier 
Event 
This event consists of two 
singles rounds of 18 holes each. 
The award ceremony will be 
held immediately following the 
completion of the second round.
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Shelter 5 
8 AM Registration 
9:30 AM Player’s meeting 
10 AM Tee-off for round one 
All ages are welcome; children must 
be accompanied by a participating 
adult. 
Contact Hugh Bockbrader at (419) 
304-2177 for details.
16 Saturday 
7th Annual Hancock 
Park District Plein Air 

Paint-Out 

This is an opportunity to join plein 
air artists from around the area 
for a day of painting the McKinnis 
farmstead, woods, and prairie 
areas in this beautiful park.  Adult 
artists working in all media are 
welcome; there is no registration 
fee and it is a non-competitive 
event.  This year’s paint-out will 
again be held in conjunction 
with the annual Autumnfest, with 
costumed interpreters and farm 
animals.  The public is invited to 
watch artists at work throughout 
the park, then view finished 
paintings at the end of the day.  
In case of rain, there are several 
places to work under cover. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Activity Barn 
9-10 AM Registration/Check-in 
at the barn 
9 AM-12 PM Paint your choice 
of 1840s farmstead, garden, 
orchard, prairie, woods or 
Autumnfest activities 
12-1 PM Lunch (bring your own 
and join other artists in the 
barn or dine out) 
1-3 PM Paint 
3-4 PM Gather in the barn to 
share work with other artists 
and park visitors 

Sharon Hammer Baker 
bakerartstudio@gmail.com 

16 Saturday 

Autumnfest at Litzenberg 

Join in a celebration of Northwest 
Ohio history,19th century folk 
arts and how elements of all are 
employed in the modern age. 
Experience living history  
activities, demonstrations, games 
and reenactments in the c. 1847 
McKinnis Farmgrounds in the 
nature preserve of historic Litzen-
berg Memorial Woods.  
Explore the juried Artesian Village 
featuring vendors who employ 
historic techniques to produce 
their wares. There will also be 
live folk music, a children’s craft 
area, and a homemade pumpkin 
pie contest.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
1-5 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Michelle Rumschlag 

mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

17 Sunday 
Flag City Classic 
Sponsored by Chick-
Fil-A -PDGA Sanc-
tioned B Tier Pro/
Open Event 
This event consists of two singles 
rounds of 18 holes each. The 
award ceremony will be held  
immediately following the  
completion of the second round. 
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Shelter 5 
8 AM Registration 
9:30 AM Player’s meeting 
10 AM Tee-off for round one 
Contact Hugh Bockbrader at 
(419) 304-2177 for details.
17 Sunday  

Bats of Ohio: Open 
House 

Bats have many cool features. At 
our open house, you will learn all 
about bats that make Ohio their 
home. A fun bat-related craft and 
coloring pages will also be on 
hand.  

Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
1-4 PM 

All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Tim Kleman 
tkleman@hancockparks.com

20 Wednesday 

Full Moon Night Hike 

Come out and enjoy an evening 
under the full moon as you hike 
along the park trails. When the 
moon comes out, so do the noc-
turnal animals. We may see bats 
flying and hear owls calling. Life 
in the light of the full moon makes 
for a very peaceful, enjoyable 
hike.  

Riverbend Recreation Area 
Parking lot by Shelter 3 
7 PM 

All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Chris Allen 
callen@hancockparks.com
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Leisure Education Initiative
The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, 
teach fundamental skills, and encourage participation in 
outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime. 



22 Friday  
Archery Instructional 
Workshop - Youth 

Leisure Education Initiative 

Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. You’ll have the 
opportunity to learn the basics of 
archery along with safety measures, 
while shooting arrows at several 
targets with a compound bow. How 
close to your target can you get? 
Sign–up and find out. This work-
shop is part of the HPD’s Leisure 
Education Initiative that introduces 
outdoor recreation activities, teaches 
fundamental skills, and encourages 
participation in outdoor recreation 
over the course of a lifetime. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Dold Lake 
4:30-5:30 PM 

Required to be ages 9-13. 
Register with $10 per person by 
1:30 PM on Friday, October 22. 
Maximum: 10 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

22 Friday  

Journey into Space 
Planetarium Visit 

Enter the planetarium and take 
a journey in space. We will start 
by exploring the different planets 
in our solar system, including dwarf 
planets, and then we will use the 
planetarium to fly behond our solar 
system so we can see what is out 
there. Participants are required to 
sit on the floor. Ask about  
accommodations.  
Discovery Center 
6:30-7:30 PM  
Free; but register everyone attending 
by 4:30 PM on Friday, Oct 22. 
Maximum: 25 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

October Program & Event Calendar, Plein Air Information• 6

The Plein Air Gatherings are an opportunity for artists to get together and paint or draw 
outdoors “en plein air” in the Hancock Park System. All adult artists who use any medium 
conductive to working outdoors are welcome. If you are new to plein air painting or would 

like to try it but are hesitant to go out on your own, these gatherings are a perfect 
opportunity to meet and work with experienced plein air artists.

You should plan to bring whatever supplies and equipment you need and dress for ground and 
weather conditions. There is no fee or registration. It is not necessary to attend every session – 
come when you can. In case of rain, the session is cancelled. Gatherings will be held weekly on 

Thursdays on the following dates; please note times for each. 

 

➢ September 2 - Liberty Landing – Meet in the parking area 9 – 11 AM 
➢ September 9 – East Point – Meet in E. Main Cross & Bright Road parking area 9-11 AM 
➢ September 16 – Hancock Park District Office – Meet in front parking area 9-11 AM 

➢ September 23 – Oakwoods Nature Preserve – Meet at Dold Lake/front parking area 9-11 AM 
➢ September 30 – Emory Adams Park – Meet at south parking area nearest footbridge 9-11 AM 

 
➢ October 7 – Blanchard River Nature Preserve – Meet in parking area 1-3 PM 

➢ October 14 – Riverside Park – Meet at Waterfalls Pavilion 1-3 PM 
➢ October 21 – Riverbend Recreation Area – Meet at Big Oaks, Shelter #3 parking area 1-3 PM 

➢ October 28 – Oakwoods Nature Preserve – Meet at Discovery Center porch 1-3 PM 
 

➢ November 4 – Aeraland Recreation Area – Meet at south side of parking area 1-3 PM 
➢ November 11 – Riverbend Recreation Area – Meet at Oxbow parking area 1-3 PM 

➢ November 18 – Litzenberg Memorial Woods – Meet at Gatehouse 1-3 PM 

The seventh annual HPD Plein Air Paint-Out will be held on Saturday, October 16, 2021, at 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods. This is an opportunity to join plein air artists from around the area 

for a day of painting the McKinnis farmstead as well as the woods and prairie areas of this 
beautiful park. Adult artists working in all media are welcome; there is no registration fee and it 

is a non-competitive event. This year’s paint-out will again be held in conjunction with the 
annual Autumn Fest, with costumed interpreters and farm animals. The public is invited to watch 
artists at work throughout the park, then view finished paintings at the end of the day. In case 

of rain, there are several places to work under cover. 

Schedule for the event: 

9-10 AM – Registrations/Check-in at the barn 
9 AM-12 PM – Paint your choice of 1840s farmstead, garden, orchard, prairie, woods or Autumn Fest activities 

12-1 PM – Lunch (bring your own and join other artists in the barn or dine out) 
1-3 PM – Paint 

3-4 PM – Gather in the barn to share work with other artists and park visitors 
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25 Monday  
Wee Ones: Deer 

White-tailed deer are the largest 
mammals in Northwest Ohio. They 
are commonly seen in the fall. In our 
program, we will learn about deer 
from a story, hands-on activities, and a 
deer-related craft.  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM 

Recommended for ages 3 and under 
with an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Tim Kleman 
tkleman@hancockparks.com

NOVEMBER 

8 Monday
Wee Ones: Animal Homes  
Come to the Discovery Center to 
learn about animals and where they 
live. Children will listen to a story and 
explore animal homes. Each child will 
create a crafty animal to take home.  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center  
10 AM & 1 PM 

Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

14 Sunday 

Rodents: Open House 

Did you know that rodents make up 
40% of the mammal population? 
Come learn all you’ve ever wanted 
to know about mice, squirrels, 
and other members of this order. 
Rodents of Ohio will be highlighted. 
Information, activities, and games 
for kids will also be on hand. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
1-4 PM 

All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

15 Monday 

Discovery Story:  
Nature Who Am I 

Sometimes in nature we see signs 
that something has been on a log, in 
a tree, or has left its print on the edge 
of the creek bank. Do you know how 
to tell who this might have been? Join 
us at the Discovery Center for a story 
titled, Nature Who Am I. Children will 
look for different signs that something 
has been around and examine the 
clues they left behind. There will be a 
nature clue game to play and a craft 
to make for more fun and learning. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM 

Recommended for ages 3-5 with 
an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend. 
Free; registration is not required.  
Chris Allen 
callen@hancockparks.com

21 Sunday 
Bread and Butter: 
Open House 
Bread and butter were the bread 
and butter of pioneer life. Help 
the pioneers make some fresh 
churned butter and then taste it 
on a piece of warm homemade 
bread. Nothing could taste finer. 
Enjoy your visit with the McKinnis 
Family and friends while they go 
about their fall chores.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
McKinnis House 
1–4 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; registration is not required. 
Christine Patterson 
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

22 Monday 

Adventure Day Camp: 
Getting Ready for Winter 

Come to Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve to find out how animals 
know when it’s time to get ready 
for winter. Animals do one of 
three things in winter: hibernate 
and sleep the season away, 
migrate to warmer weather, or 
survive the winter snow and cold. 
Do bears hibernate? Do Ameri-
can robins fly south? We’ll make 
a pine cone bird feeder for those 
staying in Northwest Ohio. We’ll 
also count the birds coming to 

the bird feeders at the Discovery 
Center. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a sack lunch and 
a reusable water bottle. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
9 AM-3 PM 
Required to be ages 6-12. 
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Friday, November 19. 
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

23 Tuesday 
Adventure Day Camp: 
Turkey Day Fun 
We’ll cover all things Thanks-
giving, from learning about wild 
turkeys to the Native Americans 
that lived in Northwest Ohio. 
Get a close look at turkey body 
parts, play some Native American 
inspired games, and visit our 
portable planetarium to look for 
bird constellations. Snacks will 
be provided, but please bring a 
sack lunch and a reusable water 
bottle. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
9 AM-3 PM 
Required to be ages 6-12. 
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Monday, November 22. 
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

23 Tuesday 
Don’t be a Turkey 
Many of the constellations take 
the form of birds, like an eagle or 
a swan. Learn about these and 
all of the fine-feathered friends in 
the night sky. Is there a constel-
lation that takes the form of a 
turkey? You’ll have to come to 
the portable planetarium pro-
gram to find out. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center 
7 PM 
All ages are welcome. 
Free; but register everyone at-
tending by 4:30 PM on Tuesday, 
November 23. 
Maximum: 25 
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Rodents Open House November 14.
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Rules:

    Autumn Fest Pumpkin Pie Contest
  

             

1.Each entry must be accompanied by a completed Entry Form. 
2.Please attach your recipe to your entry form.
3.Entries must be turned in at the Activity Barn at Litzenberg Memorial Woods by 1:30 PM during the 
Autumnfest at Litzenberg on Saturday, October 16, 2021.
4.Pies must be wrapped in plastic or foil in a disposable 9” pie plate.
5.The Pumpkin Pie Contrest will be judged at 2 PM at the Autumnfest at Litzenberg.
6.There is no limit to the number of entries an individual may submit. 
7.Winners will be announced at 4 PM. Contestants do not need to be present to win. Ribbons will be 
awarded for the following categories; Judge’s Choice, Best Appearance, Best Crust and Best Filling. 
The First Place winner in each category will have their photo and recipe posted on the Hancock Park 
District website, www.HancockParks.com, and on social media. 

Name: _____________________________________
Phone:______________________________   Email: _____________________________

E
N

T
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Y
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O
R

M
 

The Hancock Park District (HPD) Hike-It  
program is a way for folks to go out and                    
explore the trails throughout Hancoc                             
County. For the sixth year, participants                                                   
are encouraged to walk the designated                     
trails at several Hancock County locations.
Hike-It registration begins Wednesday,  
September 1. Details and registration forms  
will be available at www.HancockParks.com under  
“Park News” starting September 1. If this is your first year to 
participate, you will receive your complimentary walking stick at 
that time. 
Hiking must be done by Tuesday, November 30, in order for you to 
receive your 2021 medallion, which can be placed on the walking 
stick. Completed forms must be received and medallions must 
be reserved by Monday, January 31. To reserve a copy of the 
medallion, call the HPD Administrative office at 419-425-7275.

Hancock Park District’s 6th Annual

HIKE-IT Join Hancock Park District, Saturday, October 16, at 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods in a celebration of Northwest 

Ohio History.

Autumnfest at 
Litzenberg

Autumnfest 2021 will feature the following and more! 

•	 Horsedrawn	Hayrides
•	 Live	Animals
•	 Popcorn	&	Cider	
•	 	Soup	for	tasting	(cooked	
over	the	open	fire)

•	 Homemade	Pumpkin	Pie	
contest

•	 Games	
•	 Children’s	craft	area

Live music by Dulcimer 
Gatherin’! 

All ages are welcome
Free: Registration is not required

NEW MEDALLION 
DESIGN COMING 

SOON! 
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Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public 
programs being conducted by 
HPD staff and volunteers. Watch 
The Courier for monthly ads with 
complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs 
can be made online or by calling 
the HPD office. Credit cards may 
be used online to register for a 
program that requires payment. 
Check or exact cash is also 
accepted and can be either mailed 
to or dropped off at the HPD 
office. A mail slot is also available 
for receiving cash or check 
payment after hours. You will not 
be registered for a program until 
payment is received. Make checks 
payable to the Hancock Park 
District. The HPD cannot accept 
bills larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office 
to schedule a program several 
weeks in advance. Programs can 
take place at park locations and 
offsite, depending on the subject 
matter. Requested programs 
are free, unless the requesting 
group is out of Hancock County. 
A charge of $2 per person or $50 
minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted 
in your classroom, school or a 
variety of park locations. Check 
out our school programs brochure 
for a complete list of programs 
that help achieve Ohio Academic 
Content Standards. Please 
contact the HPD office if you are 
bringing a large group of students 
to the park. There is no charge if 
you are a Hancock County school.
 

Program Fee  
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if the HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to a lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will be 
issued if the customer cancels prior 
to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.
Refunds under $20 may be made 
in cash. If payment was made by 
credit card, the credit card fee will 
not be refunded. Refunds will not 
be made to the credit card, but 
will be made via check processed 
by the Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 
When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at  
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one 
hour prior to the start of the 
program. All programs will be 
canceled if a Tornado Watch 
or Tornado Warning has been 
issued one hour prior to the start 
of the program.
All programs will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of 
the program. Even if conditions 
improve following the program 
cancellation, the program will 
remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
and activities for that day will be 
canceled. Visit weather.gov and 
search “Findlay, OH” to see if an 
advisory has been issued for the 
day or evening of the program  
or activity.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

THE POWER OF PROGRAMS
You don’t have to go far to experience the Hancock Park 
System. Besides the fact that the parks are a local resource, 
why participate in programs presented by the Hancock Park 
District or use them as a learning tool in your classroom?

Our programs are 
mostly held outside. 
That means you:
• Get to be in the fresh air
• Enjoy the flora and fauna  

around them
• Experience lower noise levels 

and sounds of nature
• Feel the warmth of the sun

Many of our programs 
are free or at a low cost.

Many of our programs are 
for all ages, everyone can 
join us, no one is excluded. 

You can learn 
something new,  
try something new or 
something you haven’t 
done in a long time...
programs that teach 
archery, kayaking, 
painting and yoga, 
for instance.

We have 
everything set 
up and ready for 
you—you just 
need to register 
and join in.

www.HancockParks.com

10 • Public Programs & Guidelines 
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Riverbend Shelter 3

Riverbend Shelter 1

Riverbend Lakefront Activity Center

Charles J. Younger Pavilion 

Riverbend Shelter 5 

Riverbend Shelter 6 

Riverbend Shelter 7 

Mariann Dana Younger Memorial Pavilion
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Riverside Waterfalls Pavilion 

Riverbend Campground Riverbend Gazebo

Litzenberg Activity Barn

Riverbend Brugeman Lodge

Litzenberg Shelter



LOCATION FACILITY CAPACITY FEE KEY DEPOSIT
 Riverbend   Shelter #1 (Outdoor shelter-completely enclosed) 40 $50 No key/deposit
 Recreation Area   Mariann Dana Younger Memorial Pavilion (No outdoor grill) 40 $50 No key/deposit

      Enclosed pavilion with a wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood.)
 16618 TR 208   Shelter #3 (Outdoor shelter-completely enclosed) 8 $50 No key/deposit

Has wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood.)
Cannot be rented weekend & holidays mid-December through mid-March as the shelter 
doubles as Raccoon Run Winter Sports Center cross country ski rental.

  Shelter #4 Charles J. Younger Pavilion (No outdoor grill) 40 $50 No key/deposit
  Shelter #5 (Outdoor shelter with roof & one wall) 40 $50 No key/deposit
  Shelter #6 (Outdoor shelter with roof & three walls) 40 $50 No key/deposit
  Shelter #7 (Outdoor shelter with roof & two walls) 40 $50 No key/deposit
  Gazebo (20' x 20' octagon with inside built-in seating for 50 $50 No key/deposit
  18 provided; capacity for 32 on outside patio—bring chairs)
  Lakefront Activity Center (picnic tables with roof) 24 $50 No key/deposit

 Brugeman Lodge   Brugeman Lodge, Monday-Thursday (6 AM until Midnight) 240 $400 $250
 9250 TR 208     Early Entry (day before at noon)* $200
 St. Rt. 12 Exit 157     Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $100
 off I-75 to Main   Non-profit groups, 501(C)(3) (Monday-Thursday ONLY) $150 $250
 St. turn right to    Non-profit early entry (day before at noon)* $75
 E. Sandusky St.    Non-profit early entry (day before at 6 PM)* $40
 (approx. 4 miles   Friday, Saturday, Sunday & holidays (6 AM until Midnight) $800 $250
 east - watch for    Early Entry (day before at noon)* $400
 covered bridge)    Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $200

*Early entry can be done the Monday prior to 
reservation date if facility has not been rented

 This is a banquet facility with heat/AC, tables & chairs, gas fireplace, catering kitchen, vaulted ceiling,
 indoor restrooms, alcohol permitted inside.
 Primitive   Camping Site-per night (max 7 consecutive days/month) $15 per site
 Campground   Campground-per night  (includes 4 camping sites) $60
 at Riverbend   Entire Campground for Special Events-per day $60
 Litzenberg   Outdoor shelter with roof 18 $50 No key/deposit
 Memorial   Activity Barn, Monday-Thursday (6 AM until Midnight) 99 $200 $250
 Woods    Early Entry (day before at noon)* $100
 6100 US 224 West    Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $50
 Exit 159 off I-75   Friday, Saturday, Sunday & holidays (6 AM until Midnight) $400

   Early Entry (day before at noon)* $200
   Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $100
*Early entry can be done the Monday prior to 
reservation date if facility has not been rented

 Has attached kitchen, banquet tables & chairs, attached restrooms, outdoor fire ring, no heat/AC inside barn. 
 Riverside Park   Waterfalls Pavilion-Outdoor shelter with vaulted roof 64 $50 No key/deposit
 231 McManness     Has wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood)
 Aeraland   Outdoor shelter with roof 48 No fee No key/deposit
 1141 Twp. Rd. 243    Available to use on a first come, first serve basis
 ADDITIONAL RENTAL INFORMATION
 Call 419-425-7275 to check availability or www.hancockparks.com under "Permits/Reservations" for more information. 
 - All facilities can be reserved up to one year in advance. Reservations are not taken until rental fees are received.
 - Fees are taken in exact cash, checks or credit cards (fee applies) payable to Hancock Park District at the Hancock Park District Office.
 - All Outdoor Shelters have electrical outlets, picnic tables, trash & recycle centers.

HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT FACILITIES SCHEDULE

Facility Rates • 13



Blanchard River Greenway
Findlay
The Blanchard River Greenway is a dominant natural feature within 
the heart of Findlay. It offers seasonal color, tranquility, and watchable 
wildlife as it links the Blanchard River Water Trail, River Parks, and 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail together to create the Blanchard 
Corridor Recreation Program (BCRP). The BCRP provides year-round 
outdoor recreation activities, such as canoeing, kayaking, walking, 
bicycling, exercising, picnicking, fishing, photography, birdwatching, 
enjoying lunch at one of several riverfront locations, or just simply 
being outdoors and taking it all in. The Blanchard River Greenway 
beckons the nature lover and outdoor recreation enthusiast, and serves 
as a magnet for the passerby. 

River Parks
Findlay
There are eight River Parks located along the Blanchard River 
Greenway:  Eastpoint Area, Hancock Park District Administrative 
Offices, Waterfalls Area, Riverside Park Waterfront, Centennial Park, 
Civitan Park, Great Karg Well Historical Site, and River Landings. 
These River Parks, most of which are connected by the Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail, support outdoor recreation and offer the sights 
and sounds of nature. They also serve as a wayside for the motorist 
or bicyclist to stop and relax, read a book, eat lunch, or nap among 
nature’s conversation. 

Eastpoint Area
East Main Cross Street, west of Bright Road, Findlay
Eastpoint Area is a popular wayside destination. It provides convenient 
access to the Blanchard River Water Trail for fishing, canoeing, and 
kayaking, affords excellent picnicking opportunities along the riverbank, 
and provides good access to the Blanchard River Greenway Trail for a 
variety of fitness and outdoor recreation activities. Eastpoint Area also 
offeres a dock for easy kayak access. As the eastern terminus and 
primary trailhead for the 3.87-mile Blanchard River Greenway Trail, 
Eastpoint Area is a good place to start. 

Hancock Park District Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay
The Hancock Park District Administrative Office serves as the 
headquarters for park district operations. The renovated farmhouse at 
the end of the lane is your destination for in-person facility reservations, 
program registrations, and meetings with staff. The grounds are 
fronted by a meadow management demonstration area bordered by 
the Blanchard River. Wildlife sightings are common. Information about 
parks, programs, and services is available inside during business hours 
and on display 24/7 at the outdoor visitor center. The tranquil setting is 
ideal for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts.

14 • Hancock Park System & Locations
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Waterfalls Area
East Main Cross Street, east of McManness Avenue, Findlay
Waterfalls Area is located across from Riverside Park Waterfront. 
It provides a soothing respite among the waterfall and majestic 
Sycamore trees. Visitors can access the Blanchard River Water Trail 
above and below the dam for fishing, canoeing, and kayaking, engage 
in fitness and outdoor recreation activities along the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail, and picnic or just sit quietly at a picnic table or on a 
bench overlooking the Blanchard River.

Riverside Park Waterfront
231 McManness Avenue, Findlay
The Hancock Park District manages five primary facilities along the 
Riverside Park Waterfront via a cooperative agreement with the City 
of Findlay:  Blanchard River Greenway Trail, Riverside Landing Boat 
Launch, Waterfalls Pavilion, Overlook, and Zonta Landing Boathouse. 
These facilities offer scenic views of the Blanchard River, afford 
outdoor recreation opportunities, and provide access to the Blanchard 
River Water Trail. The waterfront is a passive place where park visitors 
have intimate contact with the water’s edge, the chance to witness 
Mother Nature’s ever-changing face, and an excuse to simply getaway. 
Historic in nature and highly favored, Riverside Park Waterfront is the 
crown jewel among River Parks located along the Blanchard River 
Greenway. 

Centennial Park
Cross Avenue, east of Blanchard Street, Findlay
Centennial Park integrates an Outdoor Fitness Center with the 
adjacent Blanchard River Greenway Trail to create a complete exercise 
program. There’s something for the cardiovascular system, muscular 
strength and endurance, flexibility, and even weight control when 
combined with a proper diet. Exercising outdoors, especially along the 
waterfront and when immersed in the sights and sounds of nature can 
lead to clarity of thought, less stress, and a happier, healthier lifestyle. 

Civitan Park
Taylor Street, south of Clinton Court, Findlay
Civitan Park serves as a neighborhood park with community-wide 
access to active and passive play facilities, including picnic areas, 
playground, basketball court, open play area, and the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail. The parking lot, multi-use trail, and pedestrian bridge 
over the Blanchard River provide ample opportunity for visitors to 
access the park, enjoy the waterfront, or simply pass through on the 
way to another River Park destination.



River Landings
700 Fox Street, Findlay
River Landings is a popular wayside destination. The playground and 
picnic tables are conveniently located near the parking lot and there 
is good access to the Blanchard River Greenway Trail for fitness and 
outdoor recreation activities. As the western terminus and primary 
trailhead for the 3.87-mile Blanchard River Greenway Trail, River 
Landings is a good place to start. 

Great Karg Well Historical Site
Liberty Street and River Street, Findlay
Great Karg Well Historical Site features an historical monument 
honoring the Great Karg Well. Following are excerpts from The Great 
Karg Well by Darlene Erdman:  “The great Karg Well came into 
existence with a tremendous roar January 20, 1886. It was a visible 
and stunning symbol of impending change.” “Passing through the 1,144 
feet of 5 ½“ diameter pipe was a force which could not be contained 
for more than four months. Its roar of gas and its towering flame of light 
ushered in an era of great change and great expectations.” “Returning 
now to that famous site, one would not suspect that such an event took 
place. If one could stand next to the marker and close his eyes, do you 
suppose he could hear the roar, feel the warmth or get taken away by 
the excitement?”

Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT)
The Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT) occupies a section of 
the Blanchard River Greenway from Eastpoint Area at Bright Road 
and East Main Cross Street to River Landings at 700 Fox Street with 
a trail connection to Broad Avenue. The BRGT consists of a trail 
surface ranging from narrow concrete sidewalk to 10-foot wide multi-
use asphalt trail. It’s an environment intermingled with the sights and 
sounds of urban life and nature, while offering a constant reminder that 
the Blanchard River is never too far away.  
The 3.87-mile trail (one way) marks a route suitable for walking, 
jogging, and running. And while bicycling can occur on the trail, narrow 
concrete sidewalks may prove challenging when having to share the 
trail with others. Be cautions and courteous. The designated BRGT 
route from east to west is as follows:
•  From Eastpoint Area, follow the trail west past the Hancock Park 

District Administrative Offices along East Main Cross Street to 
Waterfalls Area and beyond to McManness Avenue, turn right on 
McManness Avenue, cross the bridge, turn right into Riverside Park, 
and then turn right and follow the trail along the river. 

•  From Riverside Park, follow the trail west to Centennial Park, go 
through the tunnel, follow the trail to Clinton Court, turn left, follow the 
trail to Taylor Street, turn left and follow the trail to Civitan Park, turn 
right, and follow the trail to Main Street. 

•  From Main Street, either crossover on the designated pedestrian 
crosswalk or follow the trail north to Clinton Court (if bicycling, walk 
the bike or ride slowly and be careful), cross Main Street at the traffic 
light, continue north to High Street, turn left, follow the trail passed 
Cory Street and Swale Park to River Landings on Fox Street (trail 
to the right) where the BRGT ends or continue straight to Broad 
Avenue. 

16 • Hancock Park System & Locations
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Lawrence Conservation Area
South of Township Road 236, Findlay
Lawrence Conservation Area is a 16.1-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized 
as riparian woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, red 
fox, coyote, and several species of squirrel, and serve as a valuable 
feeding and staging area for migratory birds. The Blanchard River has 
several mussel beds in the area that support, among other species, the 
federally endangered rayed bean. Visitation is by appointment only. 

Lehman Conservation Area
West of Riverbend Recreation Area  
at 16428 Township Road 208, Findlay 
Lehman Conservation Area is a 7.1-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized as 
early successional riparian woods and serves as a valuable feeding 
and staging area for migratory birds. Red-tailed hawk, kingfisher, 
phoebe, pewee, catbird, cardinal, Carolina wren, yellow-billed cuckoo, 
northern flicker, song sparrow, field sparrow, indigo bunting, red-
headed woodpecker, and spotted sandpipers breed on the property. A 
quiet walkway may be used for passive outdoor recreation activities, 
such as hiking, photography, and birdwatching. Open sunrise to sunset. 
Dogs, horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, and hunting and trapping 
are prohibited. 

Riverbend Conservation Area
North of Bright Conservation Area, Findlay
Riverbend Conservation Area is a 54.2-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created for wetland mitigation and 
restoration and for conservation purposes aimed at preserving the 
watershed along the Blanchard River.  Visitation is by appointment only. 



Blanchard River Water Trail (BRWT)
The 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water Trail flows from Blanchard River Nature Preserve 
through farmland, alongside parks and conservation areas, and through downtown 
Findlay and beyond to the rural confines of Liberty Landing and Blanchard Landing. 
Numerous access points along the way provide opportunities for short trips lasting an 
hour or two to half-day and day trips to a two-day trip with tent camping at Riverbend 
Recreation Area. Canoeists and kayakers can bear witness to the Blanchard River’s 
many moods and experiences, embrace its relative isolation and solitude, and 
enjoy its natural beauty. A Map and Guide is available at the Hancock Park District 
Administrative Offices and online at hancockparks.com. 

18 • Blanchard River Water Trail 
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Jackson Landing
16894 Township Road 173, Findlay
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped natural area along the Blanchard 
River Water Trail. It serves as a landing option or rest area for 
canoeists and kayakers paddling from Blanchard River Nature 
Preserve.  It may also serve as an alternative starting point. Riverbend 
Recreation Area is located approximately 4 miles downstream from 
Jackson Landing. 

Liberty Landing
Township Road 89, west of County Road 140, Findlay
Liberty Landing marks the beginning of a popular 9.3-mile float trip 
on the Blanchard River Water Trail. The trip from Liberty Landing to 
Blanchard Landing is scenic with frequent bends, narrow sections, and 
exciting riffles with no known hazards. Wildlife sightings are common. 
Paddlers will travel along the border of Indian Green-Worden Family 
Conservation Area and the south unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods. 
Without stops and with strong and steady paddling, the trip takes 
approximately 3 hours.

Blanchard Landing
State Route 235, south of U.S. Route 224 West, Findlay
Blanchard Landing marks the end of the 37.6-mile Blanchard River 
Water Trail. It also serves as a rest area or starting point for canoeists 
and kayakers paddling downstream to Gilboa or Ottawa in Putnam 
County. A popular two-day trip on the entire Blanchard River Water 
Trail in Hancock County – affectionately known as the Blanchard River 
Challenge – begins at Blanchard River Nature Preserve, involves 
tent camping at Riverbend Recreation Area, and ends at Blanchard 
Landing. Daily canoe and kayak rentals are available. 

Bright Conservation Area
10184 Township Road 244, Findlay
Bright Conservation Area is a 29.4-acre undeveloped natural area with 
no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized 
as riparian woods, meadows, and grasslands in various stages of 
succession that support a wide variety of mammals. In the spring 
and fall, the grasslands are utilized by several species of sparrows 
as a migratory stopover. American woodcock, yellow-breasted chat, 
Cooper’s hawk, northern oriole, orchard oriole, chats, yellow-billed 
cuckoo, black-billed cuckoo, scarlet tanager, and northern parula breed 
on the property.  A quiet walkway may be used for passive outdoor 
recreation activities, such as hiking, photography, and birdwatching. 
Open sunrise to sunset. Dogs, horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, 
and hunting and trapping are prohibited.



Blanchard River Nature Preserve
22006 County Road 17, Forest
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an undeveloped natural area. It 
includes 7,200 linear feet of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres 
of wooded riparian floodplain, and riparian oxbow wetlands and vernal 
pools that provide excellent, high-quality aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
With a strong emphasis on environmental preservation, visitation is 
limited to hiking, birdwatching, and photography along a quiet walkway 
to the river’s edge, and canoeing and kayaking via a primitive river 
access site. Blanchard River Nature Preserve provides a quiet country 
setting and scenic start for the 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water Trail. 

Vogelsong Conservation Area
West of State Route 568 Bridge, Findlay
Vogelsong Conservation Area is a 23.6-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized as 
bottomland woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, gray fox, 
and several species of squirrel. Red-tailed hawks breed on the property 
and osprey have been spotted nearby. Vogelsong Conservation Area is 
a valuable feeding and staging area for migratory birds. 

Aeraland Recreation Area
1141 Township Road 243, Fostoria
Aeraland Recreation Area is a rural county park in a quiet country 
setting. Hiking the Highline Trail offers the perfect place for spotting 
wildflowers and enjoying scenic views of the South Branch Portage 
River. Hiking the Upland Trail through the 13-acre meadow offers a rare 
chance to experience relative isolation and solitude. Picnicking at the 
shelter is a pleasure. And birdwatching tends to unveil a showcase of 
habitat diversity. Even though visiting Aeraland Recreation Area can 
truly be an escape, the relative isolation and solitude may be disrupted 
for a while during spring and fall weekends when the park frontage 
comes alive with youth soccer. The Arcadia Soccer Club has exclusive 
use of soccer fields for its home field. 

Riverbend Recreation Area
16618 Township Road 208, Findlay
Riverbend Recreation Area offers diverse facilities and a wide range of 
outdoor recreation activities with a natural backdrop bordered by the 
Blanchard River. With an extensive trail system offering five separate 
loop trails, visitors enjoy hiking experiences ranging from the 1.2-mile 
multi-use Loop Trail to the primitive River Trail in the park’s backcountry. 
Horseback Riding, Bicycling, Birdwatching, Disc Golf, Sand Volleyball, 
Cross-country Skiing, Fishing at Giertz Lake, Playgrounds, Picnicking, 
Tent Camping, Social Gatherings at any one of 11 rental facilities, and 
the K-9 Field of Dreams Dog Park are just some of the attractions that 
make Riverbend Recreation Area the place to be.  
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Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Edgar Street and Bank Street, Findlay
Blue Rock is not just a name, but a descriptive reflection of its history. 
In the early 1900s, heavy, bluish clay known as “blue rock” was 
stripped from the area to make clay targets by the Remington Arms 
Company. The preserve is now a showcase of natural succession 
serving as a neighborhood park and oasis. Visitors can escape from 
the hustle and bustle of life and enjoy the small wetland and woods 
and their inhabitants, hiking and birdwatching along the Lady Bug Loop 
Trail, or perhaps a bench and a book. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
1400 Oakwoods Lane, Findlay
Oakwoods Nature Preserve is an outdoor complex containing diverse 
habitat, nature trails, and two lakes all anchored by the Richard S. “Doc” 
Phillips Discovery Center. Wetlands, woodlands, and prairie create 
a place for discovery and form a natural attraction full of seasonal 
beauty that supports wildlife, environmental education, and nature-
based outdoor recreation. Visitors to Oakwoods Nature Preserve enjoy 
fishing at Shank Lake and Dold Lake, hiking along Aurand Run, and 
participating in year-round programs and activities. Birdwatching and 
nature photography are well-served by a visit to Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve. 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
6100 U.S. Route 224 West, Findlay
Litzenberg Memorial Woods is characterized by rolling countryside, 
wooded ravines, and a grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, and sky. 
It blends the rich agricultural heritage with conservation and wildlife, 
education and history, hiking and exploration, picnicking and play, and 
social gatherings and special events to create a unique destination. 
The park’s north unit showcases the historic 1847 McKinnis House, 
playground, trails, and rental facilities, including a picnic shelter and 
the Activity Barn. The park’s south unit highlights a conservation area, 
the Heritage Trail, and the 2.57-mile Southland Trail for hiking and 
horseback riding. Visitors can escape for a while or go back in time.

NOTE: The south unit is closed for hunting from November 1–
January 31.

Heritage Trail
Findlay
The 20.22-mile Heritage Trail begins in the south unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods and ends at Van Horn Cemetery. The trail connects 
parks, conservation areas, historic sites, Findlay reservoirs, and area 
landmarks over a variety of trail surfaces, including dirt, grass, and 
paved streets and trails. Hikers will experience remote natural settings 
in Hancock County and urban conditions in the heart of Findlay. 
Popular hiking options from Litzenberg Memorial Woods include 
Riverside Park at 10.07 miles and Riverbend Recreation Area at 13.73 
miles. Yellow trail markers with black directional arrows lead the way. 



Indian Green-Worden Family Conservation Area
East of Litzenberg Memorial Woods (south unit), Findlay
Indian Green-Worden Family Conservation Area is a 27.3-acre 
undeveloped natural area with no support facilities. It was created to 
preserve the natural area along the Blanchard River, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide access to the Heritage Trail via Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods’ south unit. Habitat is characterized as mature 
riparian woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, red fox, 
gray fox, and coyote, and serve as a valuable feeding and staging 
area for migratory birds. Red-shouldered hawks, barred owls, and 
pileated woodpeckers can be found on the property. The Heritage Trail 
may be used for passive outdoor recreation activities, such as hiking, 
photography, and birdwatching. Stay on the trail and keep dogs on a 
leash. Open sunrise to sunset. Horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, 
and hunting and trapping are prohibited. 

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
Sawmills, gristmills, and waterpower shaped a region for Native 
Americans and settlers and carved an area out of the Ohio wilderness 
bounded by rivers and the Great Black Swamp. As history tells it, the 
earliest known settler of Hancock County was a Frenchman by the 
name of Jean Jacques Blanchard who arrived in 1769. In 1908, William 
“Tell” Taylor wrote “Down by the Old Mill Stream” while sitting on the 
banks of the Blanchard River. Life prospered from the river, villages 
and cities grew, and transportation moved people and goods to build 
the economy. Today, the Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 52 
miles through Hancock and Putnam counties, while showcasing the 
Blanchard River, natural resources, and parks and recreation with a 
nice blend of cultural and historic attractions along the way. 

Honor a  
special person in  
your life with a 

Memorial Tree  
or Bench 

The Hancock Park District will purchase the  
memorial with your donation and help you 
locate the perfect place for it in your parks. 
Tax-deductible donations may also be made 
by visiting www.HancockParks.com. Call the 
the HPD Administrative Office at 419-425-
7275 for further information.
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23 • 26th Annual Photography Contest

ENTRY RULES & 
GUIDELINES
1. Fill out and submit the Photography 

Contest Entry and Release Form. 
The form may be downloaded from 
www.HancockParks.com under 
“Park News.” Submit one form with 
each photograph. 

2. Email digital photograph to 
jshane@hancockparks.com with 
HPD Photography Contest in the 
subject line no later than 11:59 PM 
EST on Friday, November 5, 2021. 
Prints will not be accepted. 

3. Contestants may submit a 
maximum of five (5) photographs

4. Watermarks are not acceptable. 
5. All photographs must have 

been taken from November 1, 
2020 to November 1, 2021 and 
depict imagery in the Hancock 
Park System, on the Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail, or on the 
Blanchard River. Eligible locations 
can be found in the HPD’s Seasonal 
Program & Event Guide.   

6. Amateurs of all ages are eligible 
to participate. Photographers under 
the age of 18 must have parental 
consent for each photograph 
submission via the Photography 
Contest Entry and Release Form. All 
photographs must be unpublished, 
must not have won any award, and 
must be submitted by the original 
photographer. Your photograph 
submission certifies that you are the 
sole owner and copyright holder of 
the photograph. 

7. Each photograph requires a written 
consent for contest submission 
and publication from all persons 
shown in the photographs via the 
Photography Contest Entry and 
Release Form.

8. All photographs must be submitted 
at a maximum file size of 5 MB and 
in .jpeg format. 

9. All entries require the name of the  
location where the photograph was  
taken. Entries not listing the 
photograph location will be 
disqualified. 

10. Employees of the Hancock Park 
District (HPD) and members of their 
immediate families are not eligible to 
participate.

WHAT TO ENTER 
Photographs may include scenery, 
buildings, animals, or people at the 
park. 

JUDGING
Photographs will be judged by a panel 
of up to five (5) judges. All photographs 
will be judged on inspirational quality, 
the placement or arrangement of visual 
elements, and how well photographs 
convey beauty, essence and/or 
enjoyment. The decision of the 
Hancock Park District and judges is 
final on all matters related to the HPD 
Photography Contest.  

WINNERS & PRIZES
Judges will evaluate all valid entries 
and pick the 12 best photographs. 
Entrants with the top 12 photographs 
will be notified within 10 days of 
November 20, 2021. The winning 
photographs will be featured in 
the 2022 Spring Program & Event 
Guide, and will be on display in 
the Outdoor Information Center at 
the HPD Administrative Office. All 
qualified entries will appear on www.
HancockParks.com and the HPD 
Facebook page where the public 
can vote for one People’s Choice 
winner from all qualified entries. The 
photograph that receives the most 
“Likes” on the HPD Facebook page 
between November 12, 2021 and 
December 20, 2021 will be named the 
People’s Choice winner. The HPD 

will notify the People’s Choice winner 
via the email address used to enter the 
photograph at the time of entry.  A cash 
prize will be awarded. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. The HPD retains sole discretion 

as to what constitutes inappropriate 
content and reserves the right 
to disqualify a photograph entry. 
Photographs containing recognizable 
people must be accompanied by a 
signed Photograph Contest Entry 
and Release Form for each person in 
the photograph. 

2. HPD park regulations apply and  
can be found at www.Hancock 
Parks.com. 

3. By entering the HPD Photography 
Contest, each contestant consents 
to the use of their name and/or 
photograph in any HPD publication, 
advertisement, or promotion and on 
the website without further notice or 
compensation. 

4. The HPD can publish or use any 
submitted photographs at its sole 
discretion. Contestants retain 
the right to use and publish their 
photographs. 

5. If the contest is not capable of 
running as planned due to causes 
beyond the control of the HPD, the 
HPD reserves the right to cancel 
or modify the HPD Photography 
Contest.   

6. Photograph entries must be 
submitted according to rules, 
guidelines, and terms and 
conditions as stated herein and 
will be disqualified if not followed. 
Submission of photographs certify 
your awareness of and agreement 
with rules, guidelines, and terms 
and conditions related to the HPD 
Photography Contest. 

ASSUMPTION OF RISK/
LIABILITY RELEASE/
WAIVER OF ALL CLAIMS
By registering for the HPD 
Photography Contest, participants 
assume all risks associated with 
the activity, understand that all 
risks cannot be foreseen, waive all 
claims or causes of action arising 
from participation and the use 
of photographs by the HPD for 
promotional purposes, and release 
the HPD and its agents, employees, 
volunteers, and sponsors and their 
heirs, executors, and assigns from 
liability. Risks include but are not 
limited to personal property damage, 
bodily injury, or illness in remote 
locations while in a park or on the 
trail or river, loss of photograph 
submissions due to human error or 
technical malfunction, cheating or 
fraud by a participant, typographical 
or other error in the printing of 
material and correspondence 
and communication as a whole 
associated with the administration of 
the HPD Photography Contest.

             
         Hancock Park District’s    
   26th Annual Photography Contest

Photo submitted for the 25th Annual Photography Contest by Kristin Fraley. 

DEADLINE TO ENTER: 11:59 PM EST on Friday, November 5, 2021
Entry forms are available online at www.HancockParks.com under “Park News”.
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The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District

Oakwoods Nature Preserve photograph by HPD 2019 Photo Contest Calendar Finalist Kristin Fraley
Photo courtesy of Shawn Arnold 
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