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Become a Hancock Park District Volunteer Today
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Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance 
the Hancock Park District? A Volunteer 
Application form for youth and adults, a 
Volunteer Resource Guide, and descriptive 
volunteer opportunities can be found on the 
HPD website or at the park office during 
business hours. Call the HPD Adminsitartive 
Office at 419-425-7275 or email HPDparks@
hancockparks.com for more information.

Living History 
Do you have a love of history or would you 
like to portray someone from the 1840s? 
The Hancock Park District is looking for men 
and women of all ages as well as children to 
become costumed interpreters at the 1847 
McKinnis House and homestead. For more 
information and to see what living history 
is all about, contact Michelle Rumschlag, 
Naturalist, at 419-425-7275 or via email at 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com.

Hands-on, in-the-field approaches to 
monitoring environmental changes and 
assisting with habitat restoration gives 
participants a wide range of physical and 
mental activities in which to participate.  

Invasive Hardwood Removal
Part of the Hancock Park District’s goals is to 
encourage the growth of native plants. To that 
end, it is necessary to remove invasive woody 
plants, like bush honeysuckle and privet, that 
crowd out those plants that are native to this 
area. Volunteers work under the guidance of 
HPD staff, using handtools and gloves to cut 
saplings and pull seedlings.

Please direct questions regarding habitat 
restoration and biological monitoring 
to Chad Carroll, HPD Natural Resource 
Manager at 419-425-7275 or via email at 
ccarroll@hancockparks.com.

Looking for a service project? The HPD has an opportunity, from litter cleanup to habitat restoration.

The Hancock Park District is seeking volunteers 
with an interest in gardening to help with the 1847 
Period Garden at the McKinnis House this growing 
season. Help is needed with the maintenance and 
care of the herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruits. 
This can include weeding, hoeing and harvesting 
of these items. A staff person will be on hand 
during all work times. 
The work day will be cancelled if it is raining or if 
inclement weather is soon approaching. Feel free to 
call the office at 419-425-7275 and see if the session 
is still on for that day. Bring work gloves. Tools will be 
provided, but feel free to bring your own.

Work times, 9–10:30 AM:
Thursday, June 3
Wednesday, June 9
Tuesday, June 15
Monday, June 21
Tuesday, June 29
Wednesday, July 7
Thursday, July 15
Friday, July 23
Thursday, July 29
Wednesday, August 4
Tuesday, August 10
Monday, August 16
Tuesday, August 24

2021 Gardening Schedule
1847 Period Garden 
at the McKinnis House

VIPs (Volunteer in Parks) help maintain the 1847 Period Garden at the McKinnis House.
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JUNE
3 Thursday
Summer Saunter
Come on out and 
enjoy the parks with 
other seasoned park 
goers. Participants 
will walk along the 
paved path through Riverbend 
Recreation Area, stopping to check 
out Giertz Lake and enjoying other 
nature phenomena. We’ll leisurely 
stroll the .66 mile walk as we take 
in the fresh, morning air.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 6
9 AM
Recommended for adults ages 65 
and up.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

5 Saturday
National Trail Day Hike
There are lots of trails in the 
Hancock Park System waiting for 
you to explore on National Trails 
Day. Today we will explore the 
south side of Litzenberg, where 
perhaps you have never gone 
before. Hidden just beyond the 
fields and prairie there are small 
pools of water with frogs, ducks, 
minnows and dragonflies. The 
Blanchard River runs along the 
edge of the field, so we’ll check 
that out, too. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
South Side Parking Lot
2 PM

All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

8 Tuesday–10 Thursday
Righteous Raptors!
Eagles, hawks and owls, oh my!  
See why hooked beaks and terrible 
talons make this group of birds a 
fearsome bunch. We’ll learn more 
about them through owl pellet 
dissection, games, crafts and 
checking out raptor body parts. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 7–9.
Register with $36 per child by 1 
PM on Friday, June 4. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 2.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 16
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

8 Tuesday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Youth
Leisure Education Initiative
All necessary equipment and 
targets will be provided at this 
archery class led by a certified 
archery instructor. You’ll have the 
opportunity to learn the basics 
of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 

at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target can 
you get? Sign-up and find out. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 9–13.
Register with $10 per child by 4:30 
PM on Tuesday, June 8.
Maximum: 10
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

10 Thursday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Teens
Leisure Education Initiative
A certified archery instructor will 
teach you the basics of archery 
along with safety measures, 
while shooting arrows at several 
targets with a compound bow. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 14–17.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Thursday, June 10.
Maximum: 10
Christine Patterson

cpatterson@hancockparks.com
15 Tuesday
Naturalist-led Morning 
Kayak Float
See the Blanchard River in the 
early morning light via kayak and 
learn what plants and animals 
along its shore call it home. Float 
will start at Zonta Landing, travel 
up river to the bridge at Bright 
Road and return. 
Zonta Landing at Riverside Park
7–9 AM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $15 by 4:30 PM on 
Monday, June 14.
Maximum: 8
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

All individuals age 10 years old or older are required to wear a facial covering when at an indoor location and when 
outdoors but unable to maintain a six-foot distance from people who are not household members. Exclusions include 
those with a medical condition or a disability or those communicating with someone with a disability. 

Come out to Dold Lake at Oakwoods Nature Preserve this summer for an 
archery class led by a certified archery instructor. 

Leisure Education Initiative
The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, 
teach fundamental skills, and encourage participation in 
outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime. 



15 Tuesday
Evening Fishing
What better way to relax than by 
doing some evening fishing. We 
will meet at the Lake Front Activity 
Center where we will go over some 
fishing basics before we go out 
and try to catch some fish in Giertz 
Lake. All skill levels are welcome. 
A fishing pole will be provided or 
bring your own. We will have corn 
available for bait, or bring your own 
lucky lure! All participants who are 
16 years or older will need a valid 
Ohio Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Tuesday, June 15. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum:15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

16 Wednesday 
Pioneer Cooking  
Day Camp
Kids will experience 
cooking as the 
pioneers did at 
the 1847 McKinnis 
homestead. Learn how to start a 
fire in the old wood stove. Find 
out what kind of foods would 
have been prepared and create 
your own receipt (recipe) book. 
Once the food is cooked, you’ll be 

able to sit at the McKinnis table 
and enjoy a meal and dessert of 
biscuits, beef stew and cookies, 
that they themselves made on the 
old fashion three step cast iron 
wood stove at the McKinnis house. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Recommended to be ages 10–15.
Register with $20 per child by 1 
PM on, Monday, June 14.
Minimum: 3/Maximum 10
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

17 Thursday
Outdoor Recreation 
Day: Canoeing the 
Blanchard River 
Kids will take a trip down the 
Blanchard River in a canoe or 
kayak and see all the sights and 
sounds along the waterway. We 
will travel from Liberty Landing to 
Blanchard Landing (or Dold Lake 
if Blanchard River water level 
is too low or high.) Snacks will 
be provided, but please bring a 
reusable water bottle, water shoes 
and a towel. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Liberty Landing is located along 
the Blanchard River on TR 89, 
west of CR 140. Blanchard 
Landing is located on State 
Route 235, south of U.S. Route 
224 West.

12:30–4 PM
Required to be ages 10–14.
Register with $20 per child by 1 
PM, Wednesday June 16.
Minimum: 2/Maximum 16
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com 

18 Friday
Teen Fish Camp
If you love fishing or want to learn 
how, this is the camp for you. 
Campers will learn basics of fishing 
including gear, casting, safety, and 
take a look at fly fishing. We will 
fish in Shank Lake and Dold Lake. 
All experience levels are welcome. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 13–15.
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Thursday, June 17. 
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 9
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

19 Saturday
Alice in Wonderland 
Adventure Day
The Queen of Hearts and her 
soldiers will be looking for someone 
to play croquet with but you must 
be careful as heads may roll if she 

does not win at croquet. Travel 
down the Rabbit Hole and along the 
Alice in Wonderland trail with your 
scavenger hunt to find your magic 
key that will unlock a treasure just 
for you in the land of make believe. 
Can you find the Cheshire Cat 
hiding in the tree or the lost rabbit? 
If you are thirsty after your hike, try 
a Drink Me bottle, if you dare. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–12 PM & 1:30–3:30 PM
Recommended for families.
Register with $10 per family by 4 
PM on Friday, June 18.
Minimum: 5/ Maximum: 10 families 
per time slot
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com
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little hands nature club
Bring your preschoolers ages 3–5 out to join a program specialist 
outside each week for different themed activities. Activities are held 
at various parks around the county. 
• Friday, June 4, 10–11 AM: Move Over Clover 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center
• Wednesday, June 9, 10:30–11:30 AM: Bouquets of Color 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods; Meet at Grass Area near Shelter
• Thursday, June 17, 10–11 AM: See That Tree 

Riverbend Recreation Area; Meet outside Shelter 2
• Wednesday, June 23, 9–10 AM: Wiggly Worms 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center
• Monday, June 28, 2–3 PM: Wow Water 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center
• Wednesday, July 7, 10:30–11:30 AM: Handy Plants 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods; Meet at Grass Area near Shelter
• Thursday, July 15, 2–3 PM: Antics  

Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center

• Monday, July 19, 9–10 AM: Be Like Audubon 
Riverbend Recreation Area, Meet outside Shelter 2

• Wednesday, July 28, 10–11 AM: Stone Age 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet at Playscape Area

• Monday, August 2, 2–3 PM: Build That Nest 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet at Playscape Area

• Tuesday, August 10, 10:30–11:30 AM: On a Bird Hunt  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods, Meet at Grass Area near Shelter

• Tuesday, August 17, 2–3 PM: Sun Fun 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center

• Thursday, August 26, 10–11 AM: Butterfly Café 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve; Meet outside the Discovery Center

Free; registration is not required.  
Other aged siblings may attend  
with an accompanying adult.
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Follow the Alice in Wonderland Trail 
at Oakwoods Nature Preserve on 
June 19.



21 Monday 
Adventure Day Camp: 
Path Finders
Kids will follow different paths in 
the park using trail signs and a 
compass, finding hidden treasures 
and learning about what lives 
under logs, rock and leaves along 
the trail. We might get our hands 
a little dirty and our feet a little wet 
along the way, so wear old closed-
toe shoes (no sandals). Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12. 
Register with $20 per child by 9 
AM Friday, June 18. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 16 and attend three of the 
June Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 3/Maximum 16
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com 

21 Monday
Wee Ones:  
Colors of Summer
Children will learn of the many 
colors of summer, from the 
magenta bloom of the clover, to 
the yellow wings of a Sulphur 
butterfly. After a story, we’ll walk 
around the yard of the Discovery 
Center and do a rainbow 
scavenger hunt. A multi-colored 
popsicle craft will be made.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 2 PM & 3 PM
Recommended for children 
ages 3 and under with an adult 
companion; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; but register by 12 PM on 
Friday, June 18 with one member 
of the group that will be attending.
Maximum: 7 groups per time slot
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

22 Tuesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Out of this World 
Space Camp
Through games, crafts, and 
lessons, campers will explore the 
world beyond our earth. We will 
learn about the sun, our moon, 
planets, comets, and stars. So, 
lace up your space boots, climb 
into your rocket and blast off out 
of this world to space camp. The 
camp will include a visit to our 
indoor planetarium. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Insect repellent and sunscreen are 
optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Monday, June 21. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 16 and attend three of the 
June Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 16
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

22 Tuesday 
Archery Open Shoot 
Leisure Education Initiative
Have you taken one of the 
Hancock Park District’s 
introductory archery courses? If 
so, and if you want more archery 
practice, then here’s your chance. 
A certified archery instructor will 

supervise the archery practice 
session. All necessary equipment
and targets will be provided. This 
open shoot is part of the HPD’s 
Leisure Education Initiative.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 9 and up.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Tuesday, June 22.
Maximum: 10
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

23 Wednesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Aerial Predators
Children will learn about three 
aerial predators, those that catch 
food while flying—owls, bats and 
dragonflies. We’ll take a hike to 
Goose Lake to look for dragonflies, 
dissect owl pellets, and explore 
how bats find their food in the air. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Aeraland Recreation Area
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Tuesday, June 22. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 16 and attend three of the 
June Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 16
Michelle Rumschlag

mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

24 Thursday 
Adventure Day Camp:  
Aquatic Life
Ever wonder what’s under the 
water? Come and discover aquatic 
life as we explore our aquatic 
ecosystems. Campers will go 
fishing, look for things living in the 
plants and mud of a pond, and 
go for hike in a creek. We plan to 
get wet as we explore our waters. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch, a reusable 
water bottle, clothes and shoes 
that can get wet and a towel. 
Insect repellent and sunscreen are 
optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Wednesday, June 23. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 16 and attend three of the 
June Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 5 /Maximum: 16
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

24 Thursday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Adults
Leisure Education Initiative
Led by a certified archery 
instructor, participants will learn the 
basics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. This workshop is part of the 
HPD’s Leisure Education Initiative, 
that introduces outdoor recreation 
activities, teaches fundamental 
skills and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the 
course of a lifetime.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Thursday, June 24.
Maximum: 10
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com
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Wee Ones will search for rainbows and other colorful summer things on June 21.



25 Friday
Summer Saunter
Enjoy the parks with other 
seasoned park goers. Let’s enjoy 
the shaded paved path that will 
take us to the overlook deck. Our 
leisurely stroll will give us a chance 
to look for summer wildflowers. 
The there-and-back trek is 
approximately .5 miles and has a 
slight incline. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
9 AM
Recommended for adults ages 65 
and up.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

25 Friday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Under Our World
You’ve heard about things being 
out of this world, well how about 
under our world?  Join us at camp 
to learn about the party going on 
right underneath our feet. From 
crawly insects to fungus that pass 
messages between plants, to 
reptiles and mammals that make 
the dark underground passages 
their homes, we will explore the 
world beneath the soil. Snacks will 
be provided, but please bring a 
sack lunch and a reusable 

water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Thursday, June 24. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
June 16 and attend three of the 
June Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 16
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

26 Saturday 
When Planets Move 
Backwards: The 
Retrograde of Jupiter
If you track how the planets move 
across the night sky you will notice 
that, every so often, they will move 
backwards in a phenomenon 
known as retrograde. Come and 
learn what is retrograde and why 
does it happen. In our portable 
planetarium we will view and talk 
about the ongoing retrograde of 
Jupiter. Each 20-minute program 
will be limited to individual family 
groups from the same household. 
Participants are required to 
sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations. Please wait in 
the entryway of the Discovery 

Center until you are let inside for 
your time slot.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
7 PM, 7:30 PM, 8 PM, & 8:30 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free, but register by 4 PM on 
Saturday, June 26.
One individual family group from 
the same household of up to 9 
people per time slot.
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

29 Tuesday
Naturalist-led Evening 
Kayak Float
See the Blanchard River via kayak 
and learn what plants and animals 
along its shore call it home. Float 
will start at Zonta Landing, travel 
up river to the bridge at Bright 
Road and back. 
Zonta Landing at Riverside Park
6:30–8:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $15 by 4:30 PM on 
Tuesday, June 29.
Maximum: 8
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

30 Wednesday
Evening Fishing
After eating dinner what better 
way to relax and digest than some 
evening fishing. We will meet at 
the Lakefront Activity Center where 
we will go over some fishing basics 
before we go out and try to catch 

some fish in Giertz Lake. All skill 
levels are welcome. A fishing pole 
will be provided or bring your own. 
We will have corn available for 
bait, or bring your own lucky lure! 
All participants who are 16 years 
or older will need a valid Ohio 
Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Wednesday, June 30.
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

JULY
6 Tuesday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Youth
Leisure Education Initiative
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. 
All necessary equipment and 
targets will be provided. You’ll 
have the opportunity to learn the 
basics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target can 
you get? Sign–up and find out. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
10:30–11:30 AM
Required to be ages 9–13.
Register with $10 per child by 8 
AM on Tuesday, July 6.
Maximum: 10
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com
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All individuals age 10 years old or older are required to wear a facial covering when at an indoor location and when 
outdoors but unable to maintain a six-foot distance from people who are not household members. Exclusions include 
those with a medical condition or a disability or those communicating with someone with a disability. 

Enjoy a leisurely stroll during the “Summer Saunter” on June 25.

Relax with some evening fishing at 
Riverbend Recreation Area.



9 Friday
Naturalist-led  
Morning Kayak Float
See the Blanchard River in the 
early morning light via kayak and 
learn what plants and animals 
along its shore call it home. Float 
will start at Zonta Landing, travel 
up river to the bridge at Bright 
Road and back. 
Zonta Landing at Riverside Park
7–9 AM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $15 by 4:30 PM on 
Thursday, July 8.
Maximum: 8
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

12 Monday
Wee Ones: Bald Eagles
Bald Eagles are one of the largest 
birds in North America and they 
live here year-round. You and 
your children are invited to join us 
at the Discovery Center to listen 
to a story about Bald Eagles and 
to learn about these majestic 
creatures. Kids will also get a craft 
to take with them to continue their 
fun and learning at home. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 2 PM & 3 PM
Recommended for children 
ages 3 and under with an adult 
companion; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; but register by 12 PM on 
Friday, July 9 with one member of 
the group that will be attending.
Maximum: 7 groups per time slot
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

12 Monday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Teen
Leisure Education Initiative
Enjoy an archery class led by a 
certified archery instructor. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. You’ll have the 
opportunity to learn the basics 
of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target can 
you get? Sign-up and find out. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake

6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 14–17.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Monday, July 12.
Maximum: 9
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

13 Tuesday
Summer Saunter 
Enjoy the parks with other 
seasoned park goers. The 1.16-
mile paved path will take us by the 
Blanchard River and on the new 
section of the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail. We’ll leisurely 
stroll along the path, enjoying 
the morning air and watching for 
wildlife.
Riverside Park
South parking lot  
by Waterfalls Pavilion
8:30 AM
Recommended for adults ages 65 
and up.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Tuesday
Evening Fishing
Relax after dinner with some 
evening fishing. We will meet at 
the Lakefront Activity Center where 
we will go over some fishing basics 
before we go out and try to catch 
some fish in Giertz Lake. All skill 
levels are welcome. A fishing pole 
will be provided or bring your own. 
We will have corn available for 
bait, or bring your own lucky lure! 
All participants who are 16 years 
or older will need a valid Ohio 

Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Tuesday, July 13. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

14 Wednesday & 15 Thursday
Wonders of Nature 
Preschool Camp
Introduce the joy of nature to your 
child. Through crafts, games, and 
hiking we will explore the natural 
world around us. This two-day 
nature preschool allows your child 
to learn about, with, and through 
nature and embrace the wild 
outdoors. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 

sunscreen are optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–12 PM
Required to be ages 4–5.
Register with $15 per child by 
9 AM on Tuesday, July 13. To 
receive a free t-shirt, campers 
must be registered by 9 AM on 
Wednesday, July 7.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 15
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

14 Wednesday & 15 Thursday
A Pioneer Kids Life 
Camp
What was it like for a pioneer child 
to live on a farm? Kids will learn 
to cook their meals and snacks on 
the wood stove, do chores in the 
garden and house, play games 
of olden day and make a quilting 
craft. There will also be time for 
hiking the woodland trails as well. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 9–11.
Register with $30 per child by 
Tuesday, July 13 at 9 AM. To 
receive a free t-shirt, campers 
must be registered by 9 AM on 
Wednesday, July 7.
Minimum: 3/Maximum 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com
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Wee ones can discover more about Bald Eagles on July 12.

“A Pioneer Kids Life Camp” will give kids a taste of what life was like for a 
child on an Ohio farm in 1847.



16 Friday
The Dippers
Did you know the big and 
small dippers are not actually 
constellations? Join us to find out 
what star formation they are a part 
of inside our portable planetarium. 
Learn why they are considered 
a circumpolar constellation 
and if there are any galaxies 
associated with them. Each 
20-minute planetarium program 
will be limited to individual family 
groups. Participants are required 
to sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations. Please wait 
in the entryway of the Discovery 
Center until you are let inside for 
your time slot.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
Program times: 6:30 PM, 7 PM, 
7:30 PM & 8 PM
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Friday, July 16.
One family group of up to 9 people 
per registration time.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com
 
19 Monday 
Discovery Stories: 
Amazing Ants
They may be small, but they are 
mighty. Come and learn all about 
ants and their amazing features. 
We will read a fun story about an 
ant’s life, take home a fun ant craft, 
and get the opportunity to see an 
ant colony up close.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 2 PM, & 3 
PM
Recommended for children ages 
3–5 with an adult companion; 
other aged siblings are welcome 
to attend.
Free; but register by 12 PM on 
Friday, July 16 with one member of 
the group that will be attending.
Maximum: 7 groups per time slot
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

19 Monday 
Archery Open Shoot 
Leisure Education Initiative
Have you taken one of the 
Hancock Park District’s 
introductory archery courses? If 
so, and if you want more archery 
practice, then here’s your chance. 
A certified archery instructor will 
supervise the archery practice 
session. All necessary equipment 
and targets will be provided. This 
open shoot is part of the HPD’s 
Leisure Education Initiative, that 
introduces outdoor recreation 
activities, teaches fundamental 
skills and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the 
course of a lifetime.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 9 and up.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Monday, July 19.
Maximum: 10
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

20 Tuesday
Nature Scavenger Hunt
Meet the Naturalist at Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods, for a scavenger 
hunt. Explore the park while you 
look for things in nature. Return 
the scavenger hunt card before 
8:30 PM to receive a prize.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Shelter
6:30–8:30 PM
All ages are welcome.

Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

21 Wednesday
Toddlers in the Park 
Camp
Wee Ones and their grown-up will 
share a time of fun and learning 
about nature in the park. We will 
spend time outside playing in the 
sand pool, bubble pool and making 
a memory box after a short nature 
hike. Snacks will be provided, but 
please bring a reusable water 
bottle, swim clothes, towel and 
change of clothes to travel home 
in. Insect repellent and sunscreen 
are optional.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
10 AM–12 PM or 1–3 PM
Required to be ages 3–6 with an 
adult companion. Adults do not 
need to register.
Register with $10 per child by 9 
AM on Tuesday, July 20.
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 10
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

23 Friday
National Moth Week 
Full Moon Night Hike
It’s National Moth Week and here 
is your chance to hike the trails in 
search of different types of moths. 
They like to fly at night and are 
attracted to white sheets and light, 
so we will be setting up an area 
to see what moths we can attract. 
Another moth-attracting station 
will be trees smothered with sweet 
nectar, to see what moths like 
a sweet treat. Hiking at night is 
always a fun adventure no matter 
what we find on the trail.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center Porch
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

27 Tuesday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Adults 
Leisure Education Initiative
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. 
All necessary equipment and 
targets will be provided. You’ll 
have the opportunity to learn the 
basics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target can 
you get? Sign–up and find out. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
7 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Tuesday, July 27.
Maximum: 10
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

28 Wednesday & 29 Thursday
Young Pioneers Camp
Go back in time as we find out 
what life was like in the 1840s. 
Children will learn how pioneers 
corresponded with each other, 
how they kept warm and what 
they did for fun. Pioneer games 
will be played and history inspired 
crafts will be made. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Insect repellent and sunscreen are 
optional.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–8.
Register with $25 per child by 
9 AM on Tuesday, July 27. To 
receive a free t-shirt, campers 
must be registered by 9 AM on 
Wednesday, July 21.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 16
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com 

All individuals age 10 years old or older are required to wear a facial covering when at an indoor location and when 
outdoors but unable to maintain a six-foot distance from people who are not household members. Exclusions include 
those with a medical condition or a disability or those communicating with someone with a disability. 
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Discover amazing ants in the 
Discovery Center on July 19.



29 Thursday
Evening Fishing
After eating dinner what better 
way to relax and digest than some 
evening fishing. We will meet at 
the Lakefront Activity Center where 
we will go over some fishing basics 
before we go out and try to catch 
some fish in Giertz Lake. All skill 
levels are welcome. A fishing pole 
will be provided or bring your own. 
We will have corn available for 
bait, or bring your own lucky lure! 
All participants who are 16 years 
or older will need a valid Ohio 
Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Thursday, July 29. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

AUGUST
1 Sunday
Cicada Shell 
Scavenger Hunt
With the 17-year 
cicada explosion 
happening for our 
area, we’ll head out 
on the trails to see 
how many cicada shells we can 
find. The shell is the exoskeleton 
the larva sheds after it comes out 
of the ground. The insect then 
explores life above soil as an adult. 

Shells can be on tree trunks, trail 
posts and more. We’ll look at all 
these surfaces to see how many 
shells we can find.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
2 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

2 Monday
Naturalist-led Evening 
Kayak Float
See the Blanchard River via kayak 
and learn what plants and animals 
along its shore call it home. Float 
will start at Zonta Landing, travel 
up river to the bridge at Bright 
Road and back. 
Zonta Landing at Riverside Park
6:30–8:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $15 by 4:30 PM on 
Monday, August 2.
Maximum: 8
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

3 Tuesday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Teens
Leisure Education Initiative
A certified archery instructor will 
teach you the basics of archery, 
along with safety measures, 
while shooting arrows at several 
targets with a compound bow. 
How close to your target can you 
get? Sign–up and find out. This 
workshop is part of the HPD’s 

Leisure Education Initiative, that 
introduces outdoor recreation 
activities, teaches fundamental 
skills and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the 
course of a lifetime.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 14–17.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Tuesday, August 3.
Maximum: 10
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

4 Wednesday
Planetarium: Perseid 
Meteor Shower
The Perseids is one of the best 
meteor showers to observe, 
producing up to 60 meteors per 
hour at its peak. The shower runs 
annually from July 17 to August 
24. It peaks this year on the night 
of August 12 and the morning of 
August 13. Join us in our indoor 
planetarium to learn how to 
spot the most meteors from this 
shower. Each 20-minute program 
will be limited to individual family 
groups. Participants are required 
to sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations. Please wait at 
the picnic tables at the Discovery 
Center until you are let inside for 
your time slot.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
Program times: 6:30 PM, 7 PM, 

7:30 PM & 8 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Wednesday, August 4.
One family group of up to 9 people 
per registration time.
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

5 Thursday
Archery Instructional 
Workshop—Youth
Leisure Education Initiative
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. 
All necessary equipment and 
targets will be provided. You’ll 
have the opportunity to learn the 
basics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target 
can you get? Sign–up and find 
out. This workshop is part of the 
HPD’s Leisure Education Initiative 
that introduces outdoor recreation 
activities, teaches fundamental 
skills, and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the 
course of a lifetime.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
7–8 PM
Required to be ages 9–13.
Register with $10 per child by 4:30 
PM on Thursday, August 5.
Maximum: 10
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com
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It’s the year of the 17-year cicada! Search for cicada exoskeletons on the 
August 1 “Cicada Shell Scavenger Hunt”.

From inside our indoor planetarium on August 4, learn how to spot the most 
“shooting stars” during the summer Perseid Meteor Shower.



7 Saturday
National Kids Day
Bring the kids to 
the park and enjoy 
some fresh air and 
sunshine. There will 
be a nature hike at 
1:30 PM and games to play for 
kids of all ages. We will have tents 
and tunnels to crawl in and there 
will be fossils to dig for.  Spend the 
afternoon in the park having fun 
with those special kids in your life!
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–3 PM
Recommended for kids ages 5 and 
up with an adult companion. 
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

9 Monday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Nature Snoops
What can you find while snooping 
around an old wood log or in 
a mound of sand? Will we see 
something that has six legs or four 
eyes? What might you find if you 
look into that hole in the tree? Kids 
will learn how to respect nature 
and have loads of fun at the same 
time. We will make a treasure box 
from what nature has cast off—
things like fallen leaves and twigs. 
While snooping through nature at 
the park, campers will find a whole 
new world to explore at home in 
their own back yard. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Insect repellent and sunscreen are 
optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Friday, August 6. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
August 4 and attend three of the 
August Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 16
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

10 Tuesday 
Adventure Day Camp: 
Amazing Arthropods
Our arthropod friends live 
everywhere from forests to 
grasslands to water, and even in 
our homes. We will go and explore 
the park looking for members of 
this group like insects, arachnids, 
and crustaceans. Campers will get 
to use nets to collect and study 
arthropods in several ecosystems 
and do other fun activities. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Aeraland Recreation Area
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Monday, August 9. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
August 4 and attend three of the 
August Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 16
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

11 Wednesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Fear Factor
Have you heard about the TV 
show Fear Factor? Well, we won’t 
be eating worm soup, but we will 
be facing our fears, from spiders 
to snakes to rats and bats. We will 
learn about animals that bring out 
the fear response in many people. 
But have no fear; by the time camp 

is done you may have fallen in love 
with a brand-new creature. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 AM 
on Tuesday, August 10. To receive 
a free t-shirt, campers must be 
registered by 9 AM on Wednesday, 
August 4 and attend three of the 
August Adventure Day Camps.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 16
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

12 Thursday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Jumpers and Hoppers
Animals use various forms of 
locomotion to get themselves 
around. A closer look will be 
taken at those that hop and jump 
their way through the forests and 
fields. We’ll use sweep nets to find 
jumping insects and arachnids, 
hike down to the river to spy 
hopping amphibians and search 
the meadow for rabbits. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Insect repellent and 
sunscreen are optional.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 

AM on Wednesday, August 11. 
To receive a free t-shirt, campers 
must be registered by 9 AM on 
Wednesday, August 4 and attend 
three of the August Adventure Day 
Camps.
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 16
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Friday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Your Wildest Day
It’s time to get wild, so don’t plan 
to sit quietly at this camp. Instead, 
lace up your boots and let’s see 
where our adventure takes us. 
Through hiking and exploring we 
will discover our wild side. An extra 
pair of shoes is recommended as 
we go off trail for a day of games 
and outdoor fun. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Insect repellent and sunscreen are 
optional.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12.
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Thursday, August 12. To 
receive a free t-shirt, campers 
must be registered by 9 AM on 
Wednesday, August 4 and attend 
three of the August Adventure Day 
Camps.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 16
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com
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Children will discover their wild sides during the August Adventure Day Camps.

On August 12, Adventure Day 
Camp participants will scout for 
jumpers and hoppers at Riverbend 
Recreation Area 



16 Monday
Evening Fishing
After eating dinner what better 
way to relax and digest than some 
evening fishing. We will meet at 
the Lakefront Activity Center where 
we will go over some fishing basics 
before we go out and try to catch 
some fish in Giertz Lake. All skill 
levels are welcome. A fishing pole 
will be provided or bring your own. 
We will have corn available for 
bait, or bring your own lucky lure! 
All participants who are 16 years 
or older will need a valid Ohio 
Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Monday, August 16. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com

16 Monday
Wee Ones: Mud
Dress your tot in things that can 
get dirty. We will explore dirt and 
mud, then clean off in the bubble 
pool. Suggested items to bring are 
a towel and an extra set of clothes 
to change into.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 2 PM & 3 PM
Recommended for children 
ages 3 and under with an adult 
companion; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; but register by 12 PM on 
Friday, August 13 with one member 
of the group that will be attending.
Maximum: 7 groups per time slot
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

18 Wednesday
Spider Scavenger Hunt
Meet the Naturalist 
at Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve, for a spider 
scavenger hunt. 
Explore the park while 
you look for thing’s spider and 
web-related. Return the scavenger 
hunt card before 4:30 PM to 
receive a prize.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center porch

2:30–4:30 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

21 Saturday 
Archery Open Shoot 
Leisure Education Initiative
Have you taken one of the 
Hancock Park District’s 
introductory archery courses? If 
so, and if you want more archery 
practice, then here’s your chance. 
A certified archery instructor will 
supervise the archery practice 
session. All necessary equipment 
and targets will be provided. This 
open shoot is part of the HPD’s 
Leisure Education Initiative, that 
introduces outdoor recreation 

activities, teaches fundamental 
skills and encourages participation 
in outdoor recreation over the 
course of a lifetime.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6:30–7:30 PM
Required to be ages 9 and up.
Register with $10 per person by 
4:30 PM on Saturday, August 21.
Maximum: 9
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

23 Monday
Discovery Stories:  
A Rock Can Be….
Put your favorite rock in your 
pocket and join us at the Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve, Discovery Center 
for the story, A Rock Can Be.... Is 
your rock hard, round or shinny and 
does it tell a story? We’ll look up, 
down and all around at what might 
be made of rocks. Children will 
make a craft and collect a rock to 
add to their collection. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM, 2 PM & 3 PM
Recommended for children ages 
3–5 with an adult companion; 
other aged siblings are welcome 
to attend.
Free; but register by 12 PM on 
Friday, August 20 with one member 
of the group that will be attending.
Maximum: 7 groups per time slot
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

26 Thursday
Naturalist-led Morning 
Kayak Float
See the Blanchard River in the 
early morning light via kayak and 
learn what plants and animals 
along its shore call it home. Float 
will start at Zonta Landing, travel 
up river to the bridge at Bright 
Road and back. 
Zonta Landing at Riverside Park
7–9 AM
Required to be ages 18 and up.
Register with $15 by 4:30 PM on 
Wednesday, August 25.
Maximum: 8
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

31 Fishing
Evening Fishing
After eating dinner what better 
way to relax and digest than some 
evening fishing. We will meet at 
the Lakefront Activity Center where 
we will go over some fishing basics 
before we go out and try to catch 
some fish in Giertz Lake. All skill 
levels are welcome. A fishing pole 
will be provided or bring your own. 
We will have corn available for 
bait, or bring your own lucky lure! 
All participants who are 16 years 
or older will need a valid Ohio 
Fishing License. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
7 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; but register by 4:30 PM on 
Tuesday, August 31. 
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 15
Tim Kleman
tkleman@hancockparks.com
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Find a friendly neighborhood spider 
at Oakwoods Nature Preserve on 
August 18.

Start your day in a kayak at Zonta Landing on August 26.



May 6, 1–3 PM  
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking 
area   

May 13, 1–3 PM 
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Meet at Big Oaks, Shelter #3 
parking area

May 20, 1–3 PM 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Meet at Gatehouse 

May 27, 1–3 PM  
Blanchard River Nature Preserve 
Meet in parking area  
   
June 3, 9–11 AM  
Blue Rock Nature Preserve 
Meet at E. Edgar St. parking area
 
June 10, 9–11 AM  
Aeraland Recreation Area  
Meet at south side of parking 
area  

June 17, 9–11 AM  
Blanchard Landing  
Meet in parking area

June 24, 9–11 AM  
Waterfall Overlook  
Meet in E. Main Cross parking 
area 

July 1, 9–11 AM  
Liberty Landing   
Meet in parking area

July 8, 9–11 AM  
Hancock Park District office 
Meet in front parking area 

July 15, 9–11 AM  
Emory Adams Park  
Meet in south parking area 
nearest footbridge

July 22, 9–11 AM  
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Meet in Oxbow parking area

July 29, 9–11 AM 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking 
area

August 5, 9–11 AM
Litzenberg South (along the river)
Meet in parking area 

August 12, 9–11 AM
Blue Rock Nature Preserve 
Meet at E. Edgar St. parking area

August 19, 9–11 AM
Aeraland Recreation Area   
Meet at south side of parking 
area  

August 26, 9–11 AM
Riverside Park Waterfront  
Meet at Waterfalls Pavilion  
 
September 2, 9–11 AM
Liberty Landing   
Meet in parking area  
 

September 9, 9–11 AM
Eastpoint Area    
Meet in E. Main Cross & Bright 
Road parking area

September 16, 9–11 AM
HPD Administrative Office  
Meet in front parking area 
 
September 23, 9–11 AM
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking 
area

September 30, 9–11 AM
Emory Adams Park  
Meet at south parking area 
nearest footbridge

October 7, 1–3 PM
Blanchard River Nature Preserve 
Meet in parking area  
 
October 14, 1–3 PM
Riverside Park   
Meet at Waterfalls Pavilion  
 
October 21, 1–3 PM
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Meet at Big Oaks, Shelter #3 
parking area

October 28, 1–3 PM
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at Discovery Center porch 
 
November 4, 1–3 PM
Aeraland Recreation Area  
Meet at south side of parking 
area 
 
November 11, 1–3 PM
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Meet at Oxbow parking area 
 
November 18, 1–3 PM
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Meet at Gatehouse

2021 Art in the Park:  Plein Air Gatherings
The Plein Air Gatherings are an opportunity for artists to get together and paint or draw outdoors “en plein 
air” in Hancock County parks. All adult artists who use any medium conducive to working outdoors are 
welcome. If you are new to plein air painting or would like to try it but are hesitant to go out on your own, 
these gatherings are a perfect opportunity to meet and work with experienced plein air artists.  
You should plan to bring whatever supplies and equipment you need and dress for ground and weather 
conditions. Covid-19 safety precautions will be observed, including masks, appropriate distancing and 
working outdoors. There is no fee or registration. It is not necessary to attend every session—come when 
you can. In case of rain, the session is cancelled. Gatherings will be held weekly on Thursdays on the 
following dates; please note times for each.
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Zonta Landing Boat Rentals at Riverside Park has canoes and kayaks for 
rent on weekends and holidays from Memorial Day weekend through Labor 
Day. Operating hours are from 1 to 7 PM. The standard boat rental fee is 
$5.00 per ½ hour for canoes and kayaks. The Special Float Trip Option is 
$20.00 per canoe and $10 per solo kayak for approximately 2 hours. Float 
trips begin and end at Zonta Landing. Boating is limited to an area upstream 
past the Findlay Country Club golf course, Eastpoint Area, and Vogelsong 
Conservation Area to State Route 568/Sandusky Street Bridge and back. 

Because of the coronavirus (COVID-19) and the need for safety precautions, 
the procedure for renting boats is as follows:

1. When approaching the boathouse from the trail, stop at the designated 
location and wait to be called by the attendant. Seven persons to a group 
is the maximum. Spectators are not permitted. 

2. Rental groups are expected to practice social distancing while waiting. 
Social distance means at least 6 feet apart, unless you live together.  

3. Wearing masks while in line and throughout the transaction process is 
recommended. 

4. Exact payment in the form of cash or a check made payable to the 
Hancock Park District is preferred so that less cash handling can occur. 
Credit cards are not accepted. 

5. After making payment and receiving paddles and personal floatation 
devices, renters can take the stairs down to the beach area and dock 
where the boats await. To further promote social distancing, boaters are 
expected to enter and exit boats without assistance. However, assistance 
will be provided upon request. 

6. Personal floatation devices should be on and properly fastened before 
entering the dock and boats. 

7. When the float trip is over, exit the dock, leave paddles and personal 
floatation devices on the beach, and exit the beach area to the left by 
walking up the ramp to further promote social distancing and to maintain 
the one-way in, one-way out pedestrian traffic pattern.  

8. The boathouse and beach area will be controlled to the extent possible so 
that only boat rental patrons are in the area. 

9. Boats, paddles, and personal floatation devices will be cleaned and 
disinfected before and after each use.  

10. Please be patient. The rental process is, by design, slower and more 
deliberate than the normal process. Minimizing the number of persons 
gathered and promoting social distancing are the overarching safety 
precautions being applied with the well-being of employees and patrons 
in mind.

A Basic Canoeing Course for Beginners and a Basic Kayaking Course for 
Beginners will be held on the Blanchard River upon request. This service 
is contingent upon advance notice, staff availability, and confirmation. 
Instructional content will emphasize safety when entering, operating, and 
exiting a canoe or kayak, basic paddling skills, and maneuverability. The fee is 
$20.00 per person. Contact naturalist, Michelle Rumschlag at mrumschlag@
hancockparks.com or at 419-425-7275. These basic instructional courses are 
part of the Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative that introduces 
outdoor recreation activities, teaches fundamental skills, and encourages 
participation in outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime.

Zonta Landing 
Boat Rentals

13 • Zonta Landing Boat Rentals 
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Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public 
programs being conducted by 
HPD staff and volunteers. Watch 
The Courier for monthly ads with 
complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs 
can be made online or by calling 
the HPD office. Credit cards may 
be used online to register for a 
program that requires payment. 
Check or exact cash is also 
accepted and can be either mailed 
to or dropped off at the HPD 
office. A mail slot is also available 
for receiving cash or check 
payment after hours. You will not 
be registered for a program until 
payment is received. Make checks 
payable to the Hancock Park 
District. The HPD cannot accept 
bills larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office 
to schedule a program several 
weeks in advance. Programs can 
take place at park locations and 
offsite, depending on the subject 
matter. Requested programs 
are free, unless the requesting 
group is out of Hancock County. 
A charge of $2 per person or $50 
minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted 
in your classroom, school or a 
variety of park locations. Check 
out our school programs brochure 
for a complete list of programs 
that help achieve Ohio Academic 
Content Standards. Please 
contact the HPD office if you are 
bringing a large group of students 
to the park. There is no charge if 
you are a Hancock County school.

Program Fee 
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if the HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to a lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will be 
issued if the customer cancels prior 
to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.
Refunds under $20 may be made 
in cash. If payment was made by 
credit card, the credit card fee will 
not be refunded. Refunds will not 
be made to the credit card, but 
will be made via check processed 
by the Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 
When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at 
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one 
hour prior to the start of the 
program. All programs will be 
canceled if a Tornado Watch 
or Tornado Warning has been 
issued one hour prior to the start 
of the program.
All programs will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of 
the program. Even if conditions 
improve following the program 
cancellation, the program will 
remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
and activities for that day will be 
canceled. Visit weather.gov and 
search “Findlay, OH” to see if an 
advisory has been issued for the 
day or evening of the program 
or activity.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

THE POWER OF PROGRAMS
You don’t have to go far to experience the Hancock Park 
System. Besides the fact that the parks are a local resource, 
why participate in programs presented by the Hancock Park 
District or use them as a learning tool in your classroom?

Our programs are 
mostly held outside. 
That means you:
• Get to be in the fresh air
• Enjoy the flora and fauna  

around them
• Experience lower noise levels 

and sounds of nature
• Feel the warmth of the sun

Many of our programs 
are free or at a low cost.

Many of our programs are 
for all ages, everyone can 
join us, no one is excluded. 

You can learn 
something new, 
try something new or 
something you haven’t 
done in a long time...
programs that teach 
archery, kayaking, 
painting and yoga, 
for instance.

We have 
everything set 
up and ready for 
you—you just 
need to register 
and join in.

www.HancockParks.com



Riverbend Shelter 3

Riverbend Shelter 1

Riverbend Lakefront Activity Center

Charles J. Younger Pavilion 

Riverbend Shelter 5 

Riverbend Shelter 6 

Riverbend Shelter 7 

Mariann Dana Younger Memorial Pavilion
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Riverside Waterfalls Pavilion 

Riverbend Campground Riverbend Gazebo

Litzenberg Activity Barn

Riverbend Brugeman Lodge

Litzenberg Shelter



LOCATION FACILITY CAPACITY FEE KEY DEPOSIT
 Riverbend   Shelter #1 (Outdoor shelter-completely enclosed) 40 $40 No key/deposit
 Recreation Area   Mariann Dana Younger Memorial Pavilion (No outdoor grill) 40 $40 No key/deposit

      Enclosed pavilion with a wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood.)
 16618 TR 208   Shelter #3 (Outdoor shelter-completely enclosed) 8 $40 No key/deposit

Has wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood.)
Cannot be rented weekend & holidays mid-December through mid-March as the shelter 
doubles as Raccoon Run Winter Sports Center cross country ski rental.

  Shelter #4 Charles J. Younger Pavilion (No outdoor grill) 40 $40 No key/deposit
  Shelter #5 (Outdoor shelter with roof & one wall) 40 $40 No key/deposit
  Shelter #6 (Outdoor shelter with roof & three walls) 40 $40 No key/deposit
  Shelter #7 (Outdoor shelter with roof & two walls) 40 $40 No key/deposit
  Gazebo (20' x 20' octagon with inside built-in seating for 50 $40 No key/deposit
  18 provided; capacity for 32 on outside patio—bring chairs)
  Lakefront Activity Center (picnic tables with roof) 24 $40 No key/deposit

 Brugeman Lodge   Brugeman Lodge, Monday-Thursday (6 AM until Midnight) 82 $325 $250
 9250 TR 208     Early Entry (day before at noon)* $165
 St. Rt. 12 Exit 157     Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $85
 off I-75 to Main   Non-profit groups, 501(C)(3) (Monday-Thursday ONLY) $150 $250
 St. turn right to    Non-profit early entry (day before at noon)* $75
 E. Sandusky St.    Non-profit early entry (day before at 6 PM)* $40
 (approx. 4 miles   Friday, Saturday, Sunday & holidays (6 AM until Midnight) $650 $250
 east - watch for    Early Entry (day before at noon)* $325
 covered bridge)    Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $165

*Early entry can be done the Monday prior to 
reservation date if facility has not been rented

 This is a banquet facility with heat/AC, tables & chairs, gas fireplace, catering kitchen, vaulted ceiling,
 indoor restrooms, alcohol permitted inside.
 Primitive   Camping Site-per night (max 7 consecutive days/month) $15 per site
 Campground   Campground-per night  (includes 4 camping sites) $60
 at Riverbend   Entire Campground for Special Events-per day $60
 Litzenberg   Outdoor shelter with roof 18 $40 No key/deposit
 Memorial   Activity Barn, Monday-Thursday (6 AM until Midnight) 42 $200 $250
 Woods    Early Entry (day before at noon)* $100
 6100 US 224 West    Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $50
 Exit 159 off I-75   Friday, Saturday, Sunday & holidays (6 AM until Midnight) $400

   Early Entry (day before at noon)* $200
   Early Entry (day before at 6 PM)* $100
*Early entry can be done the Monday prior to 
reservation date if facility has not been rented

 Has attached kitchen, banquet tables & chairs, attached restrooms, outdoor fire ring, no heat/AC inside barn. 
 Riverside Park   Waterfalls Pavilion-Outdoor shelter with vaulted roof 64 $50 No key/deposit
 231 McManness     Has wood burning fireplace (bring your own firewood)
 Aeraland   Outdoor shelter with roof 48 No fee No key/deposit
 1141 Twp. Rd. 243    Available to use on a first come, first serve basis
 ADDITIONAL RENTAL INFORMATION
 Call 419-425-7275 to check availability or www.hancockparks.com under "Permits/Reservations" for more information. 
 - All facilities can be reserved up to one year in advance. Reservations are not taken until rental fees are received.
 - Fees are taken in exact cash, checks or credit cards (fee applies) payable to Hancock Park District at the Hancock Park District Office.
 - All Outdoor Shelters have electrical outlets, picnic tables, trash & recycle centers.

HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT FACILITIES SCHEDULE
17 • Facilities Rate Schedule
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Blanchard River Greenway
Findlay
The Blanchard River Greenway is a dominant natural feature within 
the heart of Findlay. It offers seasonal color, tranquility, and watchable 
wildlife as it links the Blanchard River Water Trail, River Parks, and 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail together to create the Blanchard 
Corridor Recreation Program (BCRP). The BCRP provides year-round 
outdoor recreation activities, such as canoeing, kayaking, walking, 
bicycling, exercising, picnicking, fishing, photography, birdwatching, 
enjoying lunch at one of several riverfront locations, or just simply 
being outdoors and taking it all in. The Blanchard River Greenway 
beckons the nature lover and outdoor recreation enthusiast, and serves 
as a magnet for the passerby. 

River Parks
Findlay
There are eight River Parks located along the Blanchard River 
Greenway:  Eastpoint Area, Hancock Park District Administrative 
Offices, Waterfalls Area, Riverside Park Waterfront, Centennial Park, 
Civitan Park, Great Karg Well Historical Site, and River Landings. 
These River Parks, most of which are connected by the Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail, support outdoor recreation and offer the sights 
and sounds of nature. They also serve as a wayside for the motorist 
or bicyclist to stop and relax, read a book, eat lunch, or nap among 
nature’s conversation. 

Eastpoint Area
East Main Cross Street, west of Bright Road, Findlay
Eastpoint Area is a popular wayside destination. It provides convenient 
access to the Blanchard River Water Trail for fishing, canoeing, and 
kayaking, affords excellent picnicking opportunities along the riverbank, 
and provides good access to the Blanchard River Greenway Trail for 
a variety of fitness and outdoor recreation activities. As the eastern 
terminus and primary trailhead for the 3.87-mile Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail, Eastpoint Area is a good place to start. 

Hancock Park District Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay
The Hancock Park District Administrative Office serves as the 
headquarters for park district operations. The renovated farmhouse at 
the end of the lane is your destination for in-person facility reservations, 
program registrations, and meetings with staff. The grounds are 
fronted by a meadow management demonstration area bordered by 
the Blanchard River. Wildlife sightings are common. Information about 
parks, programs, and services is available inside during business hours 
and on display 24/7 at the outdoor visitor center. The tranquil setting is 
ideal for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts.

NOTE: The office is closed to help ensure an environment 
with 10 persons or less and to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19 from person-to-person contact. Call 419-425-7275 
for assistance or to make an appointment.



Waterfalls Area
East Main Cross Street, east of McManness Avenue, Findlay
Waterfalls Area is located across from Riverside Park Waterfront. 
It provides a soothing respite among the waterfall and majestic 
Sycamore trees. Visitors can access the Blanchard River Water Trail 
above and below the dam for fishing, canoeing, and kayaking, engage 
in fitness and outdoor recreation activities along the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail, and picnic or just sit quietly at a picnic table or on a 
bench overlooking the Blanchard River.

Riverside Park Waterfront
231 McManness Avenue, Findlay
The Hancock Park District manages five primary facilities along the 
Riverside Park Waterfront via a cooperative agreement with the 
City of Findlay:  Blanchard River Greenway Trail, Riverside Landing 
Boat Launch, Waterfalls Pavilion, Overlook, and Zonta Landing 
Boathouse. These facilities offer scenic views of the Blanchard River, 
afford outdoor recreation opportunities, and provide access to the 
Blanchard River Water Trail. The waterfront is a passive place where 
park visitors have intimate contact with the water’s edge, the chance 
to witness Mother Nature’s ever-changing face, and an excuse to 
simply getaway. Historic in nature and highly favored, Riverside Park 
Waterfront is the crown jewel among River Parks located along the 
Blanchard River Greenway. 

Centennial Park
Cross Avenue, east of Blanchard Street, Findlay
Centennial Park integrates an Outdoor Fitness Center with the 
adjacent Blanchard River Greenway Trail to create a complete exercise 
program. There’s something for the cardiovascular system, muscular 
strength and endurance, flexibility, and even weight control when 
combined with a proper diet. Exercising outdoors, especially along the 
waterfront and when immersed in the sights and sounds of nature can 
lead to clarity of thought, less stress, and a happier, healthier lifestyle. 

Civitan Park
Taylor Street, south of Clinton Court, Findlay
Civitan Park serves as a neighborhood park with community-wide 
access to active and passive play facilities, including picnic areas, 
playground, basketball court, open play area, and the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail. The parking lot, multi-use trail, and pedestrian bridge 
over the Blanchard River provide ample opportunity for visitors to 
access the park, enjoy the waterfront, or simply pass through on the 
way to another River Park destination.
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River Landings
700 Fox Street, Findlay
River Landings is a popular wayside destination. The playground and 
picnic tables are conveniently located near the parking lot and there 
is good access to the Blanchard River Greenway Trail for fitness and 
outdoor recreation activities. As the western terminus and primary 
trailhead for the 3.87-mile Blanchard River Greenway Trail, River 
Landings is a good place to start. 

Great Karg Well Historical Site
Liberty Street and River Street, Findlay
Great Karg Well Historical Site features an historical monument 
honoring the Great Karg Well. Following are excerpts from The Great 
Karg Well by Darlene Erdman:  “The great Karg Well came into 
existence with a tremendous roar January 20, 1886. It was a visible 
and stunning symbol of impending change.” “Passing through the 1,144 
feet of 5 ½“ diameter pipe was a force which could not be contained 
for more than four months. Its roar of gas and its towering flame of light 
ushered in an era of great change and great expectations.” “Returning 
now to that famous site, one would not suspect that such an event took 
place. If one could stand next to the marker and close his eyes, do you 
suppose he could hear the roar, feel the warmth or get taken away by 
the excitement?”

Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT)
The Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT) occupies a section of 
the Blanchard River Greenway from Eastpoint Area at Bright Road 
and East Main Cross Street to River Landings at 700 Fox Street with 
a trail connection to Broad Avenue. The BRGT consists of a trail 
surface ranging from narrow concrete sidewalk to 10-foot wide multi-
use asphalt trail. It’s an environment intermingled with the sights and 
sounds of urban life and nature, while offering a constant reminder that 
the Blanchard River is never too far away. The 3.87-mile trail (one way) 
marks a route suitable for walking, jogging, and running. And while 
bicycling can occur on the trail, narrow concrete sidewalks may prove 
challenging when having to share the trail with others. Be cautions and 
courteous. The designated BRGT route from east to west is as follows:
•  From Eastpoint Area, follow the trail west past the Hancock Park 

District Administrative Offices along East Main Cross Street to 
Waterfalls Area and beyond to McManness Avenue, turn right on 
McManness Avenue, cross the bridge, turn right into Riverside Park, 
and then turn right and follow the trail along the river. 

•  From Riverside Park, follow the trail west to Centennial Park, go 
through the tunnel, follow the trail to Clinton Court, turn left, follow the 
trail to Taylor Street, turn left and follow the trail to Civitan Park, turn 
right, and follow the trail to Main Street. 

•  From Main Street, either crossover on the designated pedestrian 
crosswalk or follow the trail north to Clinton Court (if bicycling,  
walk the bike or ride slowly and be careful), cross Main Street at  
the traffic light, continue north to High Street, turn left, follow the trail 
passed Cory Street and Swale Park to River Landings on Fox Street 
(trail to the right) where the BRGT ends or continue straight to  
Broad Avenue. 



Lawrence Conservation Area
South of Township Road 236, Findlay
Lawrence Conservation Area is a 16.1-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized 
as riparian woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, red 
fox, coyote, and several species of squirrel, and serve as a valuable 
feeding and staging area for migratory birds. The Blanchard River has 
several mussel beds in the area that support, among other species, the 
federally endangered rayed bean. Visitation is by appointment only. 

Lehman Conservation Area
West of Riverbend Recreation Area  
at 16428 Township Road 208, Findlay 
Lehman Conservation Area is a 7.1-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized as 
early successional riparian woods and serves as a valuable feeding 
and staging area for migratory birds. Red-tailed hawk, kingfisher, 
phoebe, pewee, catbird, cardinal, Carolina wren, yellow-billed cuckoo, 
northern flicker, song sparrow, field sparrow, indigo bunting, red-
headed woodpecker, and spotted sandpipers breed on the property. A 
quiet walkway may be used for passive outdoor recreation activities, 
such as hiking, photography, and birdwatching. Open sunrise to sunset. 
Dogs, horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, and hunting and trapping 
are prohibited. 

Riverbend Conservation Area
North of Bright Conservation Area, Findlay
Riverbend Conservation Area is a 54.2-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created for wetland mitigation and 
restoration and for conservation purposes aimed at preserving the 
watershed along the Blanchard River.  Visitation is by appointment only. 

“Treefrog” photograph by Shawn Arnold, 2020 HPD Photography Contest  
Grand Prize Winner
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Blanchard River Water Trail (BRWT)
The 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water Trail flows from Blanchard River Nature Preserve 
through farmland, alongside parks and conservation areas, and through downtown 
Findlay and beyond to the rural confines of Liberty Landing and Blanchard Landing. 
Numerous access points along the way provide opportunities for short trips lasting an 
hour or two to half-day and day trips to a two-day trip with tent camping at Riverbend 
Recreation Area. Canoeists and kayakers can bear witness to the Blanchard River’s 
many moods and experiences, embrace its relative isolation and solitude, and 
enjoy its natural beauty. A Map and Guide is available at the Hancock Park District 
Administrative Offices and online at hancockparks.com. 



Jackson Landing
16894 Township Road 173, Findlay
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped natural area along the Blanchard 
River Water Trail. It serves as a landing option or rest area for 
canoeists and kayakers paddling from Blanchard River Nature 
Preserve.  It may also serve as an alternative starting point. Riverbend 
Recreation Area is located approximately 4 miles downstream from 
Jackson Landing. 

Liberty Landing
Township Road 89, west of County Road 140, Findlay
Liberty Landing marks the beginning of a popular 9.3-mile float trip 
on the Blanchard River Water Trail. The trip from Liberty Landing to 
Blanchard Landing is scenic with frequent bends, narrow sections, and 
exciting riffles with no known hazards. Wildlife sightings are common. 
Paddlers will travel along the border of Indian Green-Worden Family 
Conservation Area and the south unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods. 
Without stops and with strong and steady paddling, the trip takes 
approximately 3 hours.

Blanchard Landing
State Route 235, south of U.S. Route 224 West, Findlay
Blanchard Landing marks the end of the 37.6-mile Blanchard River 
Water Trail. It also serves as a rest area or starting point for canoeists 
and kayakers paddling downstream to Gilboa or Ottawa in Putnam 
County. A popular two-day trip on the entire Blanchard River Water 
Trail in Hancock County – affectionately known as the Blanchard River 
Challenge – begins at Blanchard River Nature Preserve, involves 
tent camping at Riverbend Recreation Area, and ends at Blanchard 
Landing. Daily canoe and kayak rentals are available. 

Bright Conservation Area
10184 Township Road 244, Findlay
Bright Conservation Area is a 29.4-acre undeveloped natural area with 
no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized 
as riparian woods, meadows, and grasslands in various stages of 
succession that support a wide variety of mammals. In the spring 
and fall, the grasslands are utilized by several species of sparrows 
as a migratory stopover. American woodcock, yellow-breasted chat, 
Cooper’s hawk, northern oriole, orchard oriole, chats, yellow-billed 
cuckoo, black-billed cuckoo, scarlet tanager, and northern parula breed 
on the property.  A quiet walkway may be used for passive outdoor 
recreation activities, such as hiking, photography, and birdwatching. 
Open sunrise to sunset. Dogs, horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, 
and hunting and trapping are prohibited.
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Blanchard River Nature Preserve
22006 County Road 17, Forest
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an undeveloped natural area. It 
includes 7,200 linear feet of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres 
of wooded riparian floodplain, and riparian oxbow wetlands and vernal 
pools that provide excellent, high-quality aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
With a strong emphasis on environmental preservation, visitation is 
limited to hiking, birdwatching, and photography along a quiet walkway 
to the river’s edge, and canoeing and kayaking via a primitive river 
access site. Blanchard River Nature Preserve provides a quiet country 
setting and scenic start for the 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water Trail. 

Vogelsong Conservation Area
West of State Route 568 Bridge, Findlay
Vogelsong Conservation Area is a 23.6-acre undeveloped natural area 
with no support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand 
wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. Habitat is characterized as 
bottomland woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, gray fox, 
and several species of squirrel. Red-tailed hawks breed on the property 
and osprey have been spotted nearby. Vogelsong Conservation Area is 
a valuable feeding and staging area for migratory birds. 

Aeraland Recreation Area
1141 Township Road 243, Fostoria
Aeraland Recreation Area is a rural county park in a quiet country 
setting. Hiking the Highline Trail offers the perfect place for spotting 
wildflowers and enjoying scenic views of the South Branch Portage 
River. Hiking the Upland Trail through the 13-acre meadow offers a rare 
chance to experience relative isolation and solitude. Picnicking at the 
shelter is a pleasure. And birdwatching tends to unveil a showcase of 
habitat diversity. Even though visiting Aeraland Recreation Area can 
truly be an escape, the relative isolation and solitude may be disrupted 
for a while during spring and fall weekends when the park frontage 
comes alive with youth soccer. The Arcadia Soccer Club has exclusive 
use of soccer fields for its home field. 

Riverbend Recreation Area
16618 Township Road 208, Findlay
Riverbend Recreation Area offers diverse facilities and a wide range of 
outdoor recreation activities with a natural backdrop bordered by the 
Blanchard River. With an extensive trail system offering five separate 
loop trails, visitors enjoy hiking experiences ranging from the 1.2-mile 
multi-use Loop Trail to the primitive River Trail in the park’s backcountry. 
Horseback Riding, Bicycling, Birdwatching, Disc Golf, Sand Volleyball, 
Cross-country Skiing, Fishing at Giertz Lake, Playgrounds, Picnicking, 
Tent Camping, Social Gatherings at any one of 11 rental facilities, and 
the K-9 Field of Dreams Dog Park are just some of the attractions that 
make Riverbend Recreation Area the place to be.  



Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Edgar Street and Bank Street, Findlay
Blue Rock is not just a name, but a descriptive reflection of its history. 
In the early 1900s, heavy, bluish clay known as “blue rock” was 
stripped from the area to make clay targets by the Remington Arms 
Company. The preserve is now a showcase of natural succession 
serving as a neighborhood park and oasis. Visitors can escape from 
the hustle and bustle of life and enjoy the small wetland and woods 
and their inhabitants, hiking and birdwatching along the Lady Bug Loop 
Trail, or perhaps a bench and a book. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
1400 Oakwoods Lane, Findlay
Oakwoods Nature Preserve is an outdoor complex containing diverse 
habitat, nature trails, and two lakes all anchored by the Richard S. “Doc” 
Phillips Discovery Center. Wetlands, woodlands, and prairie create a 
place for discovery and form a natural attraction full of seasonal beauty 
that supports wildlife, environmental education, and nature-based 
outdoor recreation. Visitors to Oakwoods Nature Preserve enjoy fishing 
at Shank Lake and Dold Lake, hiking along Aurand Run and the 1.7-mile 
Meadowlark Trail in the park’s backcountry, and participating in year-
round programs and activities. Birdwatching and nature photography are 
well-served by a visit to Oakwoods Nature Preserve. 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
6100 U.S. Route 224 West, Findlay
Litzenberg Memorial Woods is characterized by rolling countryside, 
wooded ravines, and a grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, and sky. 
It blends the rich agricultural heritage with conservation and wildlife, 
education and history, hiking and exploration, picnicking and play, and 
social gatherings and special events to create a unique destination. 
The park’s north unit showcases the historic 1847 McKinnis House, 
playground, trails, and rental facilities, including a picnic shelter and 
the Activity Barn. The park’s south unit highlights a conservation area, 
the Heritage Trail, and the 2.57-mile Southland Trail for hiking and 
horseback riding. Visitors can escape for a while or go back in time.

Heritage Trail
Findlay
The 20.22-mile Heritage Trail begins in the south unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods and ends at Van Horn Cemetery. The trail connects 
parks, conservation areas, historic sites, Findlay reservoirs, and area 
landmarks over a variety of trail surfaces, including dirt, grass, and 
paved streets and trails. Hikers will experience remote natural settings 
in Hancock County and urban conditions in the heart of Findlay. 
Popular hiking options from Litzenberg Memorial Woods include 
Riverside Park at 10.07 miles and Riverbend Recreation Area at 13.73 
miles. Yellow trail markers with black directional arrows lead the way. 
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Indian Green-Worden Family Conservation Area
East of Litzenberg Memorial Woods (south unit), Findlay
Indian Green-Worden Family Conservation Area is a 27.3-acre 
undeveloped natural area with no support facilities. It was created to 
preserve the natural area along the Blanchard River, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide access to the Heritage Trail via Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods’ south unit. Habitat is characterized as mature 
riparian woods that support mink, raccoon, opossum, deer, red fox, 
gray fox, and coyote, and serve as a valuable feeding and staging 
area for migratory birds. Red-shouldered hawks, barred owls, and 
pileated woodpeckers can be found on the property. The Heritage Trail 
may be used for passive outdoor recreation activities, such as hiking, 
photography, and birdwatching. Stay on the trail and keep dogs on a 
leash. Open sunrise to sunset. Horses, bicycles, motorized vehicles, 
and hunting and trapping are prohibited. 

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
Sawmills, gristmills, and waterpower shaped a region for Native 
Americans and settlers and carved an area out of the Ohio wilderness 
bounded by rivers and the Great Black Swamp. As history tells it, the 
earliest known settler of Hancock County was a Frenchman by the 
name of Jean Jacques Blanchard who arrived in 1769. In 1908, William 
“Tell” Taylor wrote “Down by the Old Mill Stream” while sitting on the 
banks of the Blanchard River. Life prospered from the river, villages 
and cities grew, and transportation moved people and goods to build 
the economy. Today, the Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 52 
miles through Hancock and Putnam counties, while showcasing the 
Blanchard River, natural resources, and parks and recreation with a 
nice blend of cultural and historic attractions along the way. 

Honor a  
special person in  
your life with a 

Memorial Tree  
or Bench 

The Hancock Park District will purchase the  
memorial with your donation and help you 
locate the perfect place for it in your parks. 
Tax-deductible donations may also be made 
by visiting www.HancockParks.com. Call the 
the HPD Administrative Office at 419-425-
7275 for further information.

HPD Park Maintenance Technician Lauren Dillon and 
former Park Operations Manager Bill Patch plant a Concolor 
Fir at Riverside Park Waterfront. The tree was selected and 
planted through the HPD Memorial Tree program.





The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District

25th Annual Photo Contest Entry by Mary Banks


