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Educational Programs
2020–2021 School Year

Hancock Park District (HPD) programs immerse students 
in nature and history through hands-on and experiential 
activities that are closely aligned with Ohio Academic 
Content Standards. Our professional staff is dedicated to 
promoting a better understanding and appreciation of the 
local culture, history, flora, and fauna.
 
Schedule at least one month in advance by contacting 
Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist, on weekdays between 
8 AM and 4:30 PM, at 419-425-7275 or mrumschlag@
hancockparks.com.

Please have the following information ready  
before you call or email:
 • Name of school
 • Contact person’s name, phone number, and email
 • School address 
 • Grade/Age of students
 • Number of classes and students
 • Preferred program title/topic
 • First and second choice of dates
 • Special needs

Hancock County groups are free, unless otherwise 
noted. 

Out-of-county groups are charged $2 per student. 
If there are less than 25 participants, a minimum 
program fee of $50 will be charged. If there is a 
charge for Hancock County students, the out-of-
county student rate will be prorated. Participation 
by teachers and chaperones is free.  
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HPD Educational Programs
While we realize school field  
trips to the parks probably aren’t 
a reality for spring 2021, we still 
want to let you know we are 
happy to visit your school and 
provide programs for you and 
your class. This brochure has 
been adjusted to show only those 
programs and rotations that can 
be done in your classroom or 
school yard setting.

program, you will be invoiced after 
the program 

Nature’s Virtual Classroom
This new program that utilizes distance learning via the HPD YouTube Channel. “Nature’s Virtual 
Classroom” is more than a general nature talk. Participants will find out where to purchase or create 
some of the tools used during the program. Viewers are able to watch from the comfort and safety 
of their own home and at a time that works best for them. You can access the video more than once, 
giving you multiple opportunities to enjoy the experience and the expertise of the presenter.

Although recommended for ages 6 to 10, each program will engage a variety of age levels. 
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Each program is designed with 30-minute stations, unless otherwise indicated. The 
number of stations per program is listed after the grade. You may select programs that 
best fit your curriculum and choose as many stations as time allows.

History Programs
Back in the Day
Grade 1 30 minutes
Find out how pioneers lived in Hancock County 
168 years ago by having one of our staff visit your 
classroom. They will come dressed in costume and 
bring a few things to share to with the students.

Communities 
Grade 3 1–3 stations
Get your bartering shoes on as we go to market 
to trade our extra goods. See what the McKinnis 
family will be getting around to take to the store. 
We’ll also look at maps from now and then to see 
how the community has changed over time.

Jobs of Yesteryear      
Grade 2 1–3 stations
Meet pioneers with jobs you might be familiar with today, but see how they varied in the 1840s. A 
teacher, housewife, and workman will tell you about their trades.

Native American Life
Grade 5                  1–2 stations
Learn about local Native American tribes in Northwest 
Ohio and what they used for everyday items.

Pioneer Pen Pal
Grades 3 & 4
Take your class back in time through a historic letter 
exchange. Each month as a class, you will write one letter 
to an early Hancock County resident from 1847. The 
resident will respond with a period correct letter answering 
your questions and discussing their life. After your letter 
exchange, you have the option of meeting with your pen pal.

What Freedom Means to Me
Grades 4-6 1–3 stations
Experience what immigration to the United States of America was like through the eyes of an 
immigrant. Dive into an Irish immigrant’s family basket and see what precious few possessions were 
brought over, become an immigrant yourself, and face peril, starvation, and death as you role play 
your journey to America. See how life would’ve been if you didn’t speak the parent language and try 
to complete an activity without speaking. 
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Nature Programs 
Adapting for Survival
Grades 3 & 4 1–2 stations  
Explore how animals use their structural adaptations to survive, 
obtain food, and escape from predators. Learn about plant 
adaptations, predators & prey, camouflage, body coverings, 
defenses, and instinct through activities.

Amazing Animal Senses
Grade 1 1–5 stations
Discover how animals use sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell through hands-on activities and 
experiments. New touch and taste/tongue stations have been added to this program.

Back in Time
Grade 2 1 hour
Learn what animals used to live in Ohio but don’t anymore. Are there relatives that still exist today? A 
hands-on investigation of fossils will also take place.

Discovery Stories
Grades Preschool & Kindergarten            30 minutes
Through stories, songs, and hands-on activities, students will explore 
nature and science. March’s topic will be salamanders.

Earth’s Living History 
Grade 4                                                       1–3 stations
See how animals survive in their ever-changing environment through 
hands-on activities. Discover how the landscape in Ohio looked at 
various times throughout the past and compare and contrast fossils 
and animals living today.

Earth’s Resources
Grade 3 1–3 stations
Get your hands dirty as you compare three soils from Hancock County. Students will become 
geologists and perform experiments on rocks and minerals and learn how reducing and reusing 
materials is the way to go.

Fabulous Food Webs
Grades 1 & 5 1–2 stations                                                                    
Explore the roles of producers and consumers in the food chain through activities. Compare skulls of 
Ohio herbivores, omnivores, and carnivores. 

Habitats
Grades 1-3 30–60 minutes
Students will immerse themselves in nature while hiking your school yard and investigating local 
animal homes. Students will become familiar with basic animal needs, including water, food, living 
space, and shelter through games and activities.
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Insect Investigations
Grade 1 1–3 station
Learn what makes an insect an insect while we turn you into 
one. Explore how different kinds of insect mouthparts help 
these bugs eat their food. Use sweep nets and go on an insect 
hunt to discover the great variety of insects that live in Ohio.

Landforms 
Grade 4 1–3 stations
Find out how much water we have on Earth and what’s 
available to us, see what glaciers were all about, and 
participate in hands-on activities to see what erosion and weathering do to the landscape.

Life Cycles
Grade 3 1–3 stations
Explore the ways animals live. Dive into the process of metamorphosis related to amphibians and 
insects. Learn about a bird and mammal that don’t follow normal parenting practices. The life cycle of 
plants will be covered, too.

Nature Comes Alive
Grade 5 1–4 stations                 
Immerse yourself in science and nature through 
this adapted program. Explore the transfer of 
energy through ecosystems and food chains, while 
learning about a local raptor. Learn about light with 
hands-on activities using prisms and mirrors. Study 
plants and how they tie into our survival, and learn 
about stars.   

Nature Hike
All ages 30 minutes–1 hour 
Explore Ohio plants and animals first hand with 
Hancock Park District program staff as your guide.  

Discover seasonal surprises by visiting your school yard to investigate how plants and animals adapt 
to changing weather conditions. We’ll also help you investigate nature in your own backyard. The hike 
can be general in nature or you may choose from the following topics: Food Chains, Habitats, Insects, 
Plants, or Seasons.

Nature’s Recyclers 
Grade 2 30 minutes
Through a story, you’ll discover how the world’s best recyclers complete 
the circle of life. 

Owls 
Grade 5 1–2 stations                                                                    
Explore how owls are specifically adapted as excellent nocturnal 
predators. Take a closer look at an owl’s role in the food chain.   
Optional: Unravel the mystery of what owls eat by dissecting owl pellets. 
$2 fee charged per pellet.
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Plants
Grade 1 1–3 stations
Discover what plants need to survive, explore how the parts of a plant 
help it survive in its environment, and investigate how seeds travel in 
different ways. Investigate plants on a nature hike, take a closer look 
at where they live, and see how animals depend on plants to survive.

Rocks & Minerals
Grade 6 1–4 stations
Take an in-depth look at the characteristics, formation, and everyday 
uses of minerals and igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks. 
Soil sampling will be available. 

The World Outside 
Grade K                      1–3 stations
Explore what’s going on outside with the weather and look 
at the seasons while busy with hands-on experiments and 
observations.

Up in the Air
Grade 2                      1–3 stations
Explore the air around us and in our atmosphere and 
conduct experiments to see what’s really going on in the sky.

Water, Water Everywhere  
Grade 1 30 minutes
Water will be on our minds as we take a closer look at the different properties of water and see how 
fresh water and salt water differ. 


