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Become a Hancock Park District Volunteer Today
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Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance 
the Hancock Park District? A Volunteer 
Application form for youth and adults, a 
Volunteer Resource Guide, and descriptive 
volunteer opportunities can be found on the 
HPD website or at the park office during 
business hours. Contact Anne Coburn-Griffis, 
Marketing Manager, at 419-425-7275 or email 
acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.com to join in a 
scheduled volunteer opportunity  or to set up 
a date and time that works well for your group. 

Living History 
Do you have a love of history or would you 
like to portray someone from the 1840s from 
Hancock County? The Hancock Park District 
is looking for men and women of all ages 
as well as children to become costumed 
interpreters at the 1847 McKinnis House 
and homestead. For more information 
and to see what living history is all about, 
contact Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist, at 
419-425-7275 or via email mrumschlag@
hancockparks.com.

The following hands-on, in-the-field 
approaches to monitoring environmental 
changes and assisting with habitat 
restoration gives participants a wide range 
of physical and mental activities in which 
to participate.  Please direct questions 
to Chad Carroll, HPD Natural Resource 
Manager at ccarroll@hancockparks.com.  

Bird Monitoring
All skill levels are welcome to learn about 
birds or become a better birder. Participants 
will count all observable birds. Hiking 
distances and times will vary, but monitorings 
typically last from 1–2 hours. Please be 
prepared for weather and ground conditions. 
Attend this free activity with no registration 
required. Children under the age of 16 should 
be accompanied by an adult.
Monday, December 16, 9 AM 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at the Doc Phillips Discovery Center

Invasive Hardwood Removal
Part of the Hancock Park District’s goals is to 
encourage the growth of native plants. To that 

end, it is necessary to remove invasive woody 
plants, like bush honeysuckle and privet, that 
crowd out those plants that are native to this 

area. Volunteers work under the guidance of 
HPD staff, using handtools and gloves to cut 
saplings and pull seedlings.

All ages are welcome to help bring Ohio history to life as costumed interpreters at the c.1847 McKinnis 
House and homestead at Litzenberg Memorial Woods.

Van Buren 8th graders removed invasive hardwoods, including Japanese bush honeysuckle and 
Chinese privet from Oakwoods Nature Preserve, leaving space for native plants like the wildflower 
Lesser Ladies’ Tresses. 
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DECEMBER

2 Monday
Discovery Story: Crows
The American crow is a curious 
bird and easy to identify by sight 
and sound. Children will learn 
why they fly after owls, what they 
eat, and if they really like shiny 
things. A story, activities, and a 
crow-related craft will take place. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required. 
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

3 Tuesday
Holiday 
Floor Cloth 
Workshop
Get ready for the 
holiday season by making your 
own holiday-inspired floor cloth. 
Jazz up your kitchen sink space 
or back door area with a painted 
canvas floor covering. Bring your 
creativity, since you’ll get to choose 
your own design; a few examples 
will be on hand to look at. Floor 
cloths will measure 2’ x 3’. All 

supplies will be provided. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge
2–4 PM & 6:30–8:30 PM
Recommended for ages 12 and up
Register with $15 per person by 9 
AM on Tuesday, December 3.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 24 per 
time slot
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

9 Monday
Wee Ones: Goodbye 
Autumn, Hello Winter
Say goodbye to autumn and hello 
to winter. Find out which animals 
are still around and what they 
are doing. A story, activities, and 
crafts involving cardinals and 
blue jays will take place. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

14 Saturday
A Pioneer Christmas: 
Open House
Visit the historic McKinnis House, 
warm up by the fire, and celebrate 

the holiday season. Travel back in 
time to experience what traditions 
were like during the early 1800s, 
and taste a bowl of soup. If you 
stop by at 4:30 PM, you can 
join the pioneers in search of 
the perfect tree and then help 
decorate it.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
McKinnis House
3–6 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Phil DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

Saturday 21
Winter Solstice 
Planetarium Party
Winter officially starts at 11:19 

AM on December 21. Let’s see 
what’s happening in the night 
sky on a day when there’s 
equal amounts of daylight and 
darkness. After enjoying the 
show in the portable planetarium, 
make a winter craft and enjoy 
a hot drink. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10:30 AM
All ages are welcome.
Free, but register by 7:30 AM on 
Saturday, December 21.
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Hancock Park District’s Winter Calendar of Programs & Events
December • January • February

Decorate for the festive season with a unique holiday floor cloth, made by your own hands 
on December 3.

Leisure Education Initiative
The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, 
teach fundamental skills, and encourage participation in 
outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime. 

Experience the sights and tastes of a c.1847 Ohio holiday season on December 14.
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JANUARY

4, 11, 18, 25 Saturday
Beginner Cross-country  
Ski Workshops
A Leisure Education Initiative
Workshops will cover the basic 
fundamentals, including proper 
use of equipment and how to 
glide, climb hills, stand–up on 
skis, turn around, and get into 
rhythm. Workshops are subject 
to proper snow and weather 
conditions, which typically require 
a snow base of 4–6 inches. Wear 
layered clothing, hats and gloves, 
and have fun. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
9–10:30 AM
Recommended for ages 8 and 
up; youth must register with a 
participating adult.
Register by 4:30 PM on Friday 
before each workshop.
Participants will pay $12 on the 
day of the workshop.
Maximum: 14
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

5 Sunday 
The Canine Family: 
Open House
Wolves, coyotes, and foxes, oh 
my! Guests can get hands-on 
with displays of skins and skulls 
of the canines that lived in Ohio 
at one time and those that still do. 
Take a close-up look at animal 
mounts and see how foxes, 
coyotes, and wolves compare to 
each other. Dog-related activities 
and crafts will also take place.

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Monday
Wee Ones: Feathers
Bring the little ones to Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve to learn how 
birds use their feathers to fly, 
keep warm, and even dig. See 
how colorful, feel how soft, and 
discover the many different 
shapes and sizes of feathers. A 
story, activities, and a craft will 
take place. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

17 Friday 
Orion
Orion is one of the best-known 
constellations. Winter is the best 
time for viewing it. Head inside 
to our portable planetarium for 
a show about Orion and its two 
main stars, Rigel and Betelgeuse, 
and learn about the galaxy that 
bears its name. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
7 PM

All ages are welcome.
Free, but register by 4 PM on 
Friday, January 17.
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

19 Sunday
Quilt Making:  
Open House
It’s winter and a good time to put 
the scraps from sewing together 
to make a nice warm quilt. Join 
Sarah Fishel and learn some of 
her favorite quilt patterns and 
how to set them. Do you have 
a favorite scrap of fabric you 
would like to share with new quilt 
friends? If so, then bring it along 
and join in the winter fun of fabric 
scrap swapping.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

27 Monday
Discovery Story: 
Amazing Adaptations
Animals are amazing creatures 
and they have amazing features 
that help them live in their habitats. 
A visit to Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve’s Richard S. “Doc” 
Phillips Discovery Center will teach 
children about how animals use 
different adaptations to survive. 
Listen to a story, meet our program 
animals, and create an animal craft 

with adaptations of its own. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3-5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required. 
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

FEBRUARY

1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 Saturday
Beginner Cross-country 
Ski Workshops
A Leisure Education Initiative
Workshops will cover the basic 
fundamentals, including proper 
use of equipment and how to 
glide, climb hills, stand–up on 
skis, turn around, and get into 
rhythm. Workshops are subject 
to proper snow and weather 
conditions, which typically require 
a snow base of 4–6 inches. Wear 
layered clothing, hats and gloves, 
and have fun. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
9–10:30 AM
Recommended for ages 8 and 
up; youth must register with a 
participating adult.
Register by 4:30 PM on Friday 
before each workshop.
Participants will pay $12 on the 
day of the workshop.
Maximum: 14
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.comShare in the making of a cozy quilt at the McKinnis House on January 19.

Let it snow for January and February Cross-country Ski Workshops at Riverbend 
Recreation Area.



3 Monday & 9 Sunday
Puppet Show:  
On the Fly
A puppet show featuring a fall 
migration told from the viewpoint 
of migrating birds and those that 
stay behind will be presented to 
children and adults of all ages. 
Singing and a craft will occur 
after the show. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
Monday showtimes:  
10 AM & 1 PM
Sunday showtimes: 1 & 3 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

16 Sunday 
Coffee and Tea:  
Open House
Hot drinks were always a welcome 
sight during the winter cold on 
the pioneer frontier. Stop by the 
McKinnis House for a cup of 
coffee or tea and see which one 
the ladies of the area prefer and 
how they were made in the 1840s.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

24 Monday
Wee Ones: Rabbits
We see these lovable creatures 

in our backyards all the time. 
With the help of a story and 
activities, learn if rabbits really 
do eat carrots and how they are 
different from hares. Children will 
make a cotton ball cottontail to 
take home with them. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

29 Saturday
Leap Year in Space
Leap Year is something we only 
get to enjoy every four years. 
Some happenings in space only 
occur at certain cycles. Join us in 
the portable planetarium to learn 
about binary stars, what comet 
we’ll see next, and when Pluto’s 
closest approach to Earth will 
happen. Participants are required 
to sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
7 PM
Recommended for those ages 7 
and up
Free, but register by 4 PM on 
Saturday, February 29.
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

5 • February Program & Event Calendar/Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist Program

Ohio Certified 
Volunteer Naturalist 
Spring 2020 Class
Hancock Park District and Ohio State University Extension are 
partnering to offer an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) 
training program at Oakwoods Nature Preserve. The OCVN program 
promotes awareness and citizen stewardship of Ohio’s natural 
resources through science-based education and community service. 
The program is administered by Ohio State University  
Extension in conjunction with local partners. 

Orientation:  Tuesday, February 25, 6–8 PM
Class Dates: Tuesdays, March 3–April 28, and  

 Saturdays, March 28 and April 18
Time:  Tuesdays 6–9 PM; Saturdays 9 AM–3 PM
Location: Oakwoods Nature Preserve, Discovery Center
Cost:  $150 (includes all materials)
Deadline: Register for class at HancockParks.com 

 by 9 AM on Tuesday, February 18

To become an OCVN, you must:
• Be at least 18 years old to apply
• Complete 40 hours of combined classroom and field instruction
• Perform 40 hours of approved volunteer service within the first year
• After certification, 20 hours of volunteer service and 8 hours of 

continuing education are required annually.

Program Benefits:
• Learn about the biology, ecology and natural history of Ohio from 

many of the state’s leading experts. 
• Become part of a local and statewide network of dedicated volunteers.
• Apply your talents and passion to protecting, restoring  

and understanding Ohio’s natural treasures.

Sing a song of fall migration at the annual Discovery Center puppet show at 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve.
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Raccoon Run
at Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter #3, Big Oaks Activity Areaa

b

h

WINTER SPORTS CENTER

www.HancockParks.com

Cross-Country Ski & Snowshoe Equipment Rentals & Workshops

y

Hancock Park District
50th Birthday Hikes
On October 19, 1970 the Hancock Park 
District (HPD) was created to meet the growing 
demand for public access to parks and 
recreation opportunities close to home, such 
as hiking, bicycling, and boating. Celebrate 
HPD’s 50th Birthday throughout the year by 
hiking at the following locations. Then be sure 
to join us in the Activity Barn at Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods on Monday, October 19, for a 
Birthday Party from 5-7 PM.
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.

Civitan Park
Saturday, January 4, 10 AM

Riverbend Recreation Area
Sunday, February 16, 4 PM

Riverside Park Waterfront  
to Centennial Park
Saturday, March, 7, 1 PM

Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Friday, April 17, 7 PM

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Saturday, May 9, 9 AM

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Monday, June 15, 7 PM

Blanchard River  
Greenway Trail
Saturday, July 18, 7:30 AM

Heritage Trail
Sunday, August 16, 1 PM

Aeraland Recreation Area
Saturday, September 19, 3 PM

Blanchard River  
Nature Preserve
Saturday, October 3, 10 AM

Winter is a great time to explore 
the outdoors. Both snowshoeing and cross-country skiing provide great workouts and 
are far more affordable and accessible than their downhill cousin. You’ll enjoy another 
full season of outdoor recreation on a variety of Hancock Park District trails.  
Trails are groomed only at Riverbend Recreation Area for cross-county skiing. Other trails 
are available at Oakwoods Nature Preserve and Litzenberg Memorial Woods. Renters 
are encouraged to visit these other areas.

Hours of Operation
Raccoon Run is open during good snow conditions, December through March, weekends 
and some holidays, from 11 AM to 5 PM. Other times may be added during good snow 
conditions. Call the Hancock Park District at 419-425-7275 for current information on snow 
conditions. Suitable conditions require approximately 4 inches of a good snow base.

Rentals & Reservations
Rentals are available on a first come, first serve basis, during normal rental hours. Skiers 
under the age of 16 must be accompanied and have a rental form signed by an adult (18 
years or older).
Discounts are available for groups of 8 or more with advance payment and reservations 
at the Hancock Park District Administrative Office, 1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay. 
Group reservations are not accepted during regular open hours.

Equipment Rates
Hourly/daily rates are available for a complete outfitting of ski boots, and poles or 
snowshoes as follows:

• $7.00 per hour
• $20.00 per day (payment with pickup)
• $.50  Discount for groups of 8 or more with advance payment 

      and reservations (ski equipment only)
• $.50  Discount Golden Buckeye Card

Refreshments
Warm up and relax inside the heated concession and help yourself to hot and cold 
beverages for a requested donation, during regular hours only.



7 • Scout Programs/Outdoor Fitness Center

The Program Department is excited to help 
you and your scouts complete their badges, 

achievements and electives. Below is a 
list of what we can offer to your group (by 

scouting levels). Programs will vary from 1–1½ 
hours. Please contact Michelle Rumschlag, 

Naturalist, at mrumschlag@hancockparks.com 
or call 419-425-7275 to schedule a program.

CUB SCOUTS & BOY SCOUTS
Tigers

Adventure:
My Tiger Jungle

Tigers in the Wild
Elective Adventure:

Sky is the Limit
Tiger Tales

Wolves
Adventure: Paws on the Path

Elective Adventures:
Digging in the Past
Grow Something

Bears
Adventure:

Fur, Feathers, and Ferns
Elective Adventure:

A Bear Goes Fishing
Super Science

Webelos
Webelos Adventure: Webelos 

Walkabout
Webelos/Arrow of Light Elective 

Adventure:
Adventures in Science

Earth Rocks!
Into the Wild

Into the Woods

BOY SCOUTS
HPD program staff are merit badge 

counselors in: Astronomy, Bird Study, 
Environmental Study, Fish & Wildlife 
Management, Insect Study, Mammal 

Study, Nature, Reptile & Amphibian Study
GIRL SCOUTS 

Daisy
Petals: Rosie & Clover

Brownies
Badges: Bugs, Senses & Hiker

Juniors
Badges: Flowers, Gardener, Camper, 

Animal Habitats & Playing the Past
Cadettes

Badges: Trees, Trailblazing & Night Owl
Seniors

Badges: Sky

Scout 
Programs
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Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public 
programs being conducted by 
HPD staff and volunteers. Watch 
The Courier for monthly ads with 
complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs 
can be made online or by calling 
the HPD office. Credit cards may 
be used online to register for a 
program that requires payment. 
Check or exact cash is also 
accepted and can be either mailed 
to or dropped off at the HPD 
office. A mail slot is also available 
for receiving cash or check 
payment after hours. You will not 
be registered for a program until 
payment is received. Make checks 
payable to the Hancock Park 
District. The HPD cannot accept 
bills larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office 
to schedule a program several 
weeks in advance. Programs can 
take place at park locations and 
offsite, depending on the subject 
matter. Requested programs 
are free, unless the requesting 
group is out of Hancock County. 
A charge of $2 per person or $50 
minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted 
in your classroom, school or a 
variety of park locations. Check 
out our school programs brochure 
for a complete list of programs 
that help achieve Ohio Academic 
Content Standards. Please 
contact the HPD office if you are 
bringing a large group of students 
to the park. There is no charge if 
you are a Hancock County school.
 

Program Fee  
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if the HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to a lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will be 
issued if the customer cancels prior 
to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.
Refunds under $20 may be made 
in cash. If payment was made by 
credit card, the credit card fee will 
not be refunded. Refunds will not 
be made to the credit card, but 
will be made via check processed 
by the Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 
When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at  
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one 
hour prior to the start of the 
program. All programs will be 
canceled if a Tornado Watch 
or Tornado Warning has been 
issued one hour prior to the start 
of the program.
All programs will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of 
the program. Even if conditions 
improve following the program 
cancellation, the program will 
remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
and activities for that day will be 
cancelled. Visit weather.gov and 
search “Findlay, OH” to see if an 
advisory has been issued for the 
day or evening of the program  
or activity.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

THE POWER OF PROGRAMS
You don’t have to go far to experience the Hancock Park 
System. Besides the fact that the parks are a local resource, 
why participate in programs presented by the Hancock Park 
District or use them as a learning tool in your classroom?

Our programs are 
mostly held outside. 
That means you:
• Get to be in the fresh air
• Enjoy the flora and fauna  

around them
• Experience lower noise levels 

and sounds of nature
• Feel the warmth of the sun

Many of our programs 
are free or at a low cost.

Many of our programs are 
for all ages, everyone can 
join us, no one is excluded. 

You can learn 
something new,  
try something new or 
something you haven’t 
done in a long time...
programs that teach 
archery, kayaking, 
painting and yoga, 
for instance.

We have 
everything set 
up and ready for 
you—you just 
need to register 
and join in.

www.HancockParks.com
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9 • Facility Rentals

Mariann Dana Younger Memorial Pavilion

CLOSED: REOPENS 2020
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Riverside Waterfalls Pavilion 

Riverbend Campground Riverbend Gazebo

Litzenberg Activity Barn

Riverbend Brugeman Lodge

Litzenberg Shelter
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Aeraland Recreation Area
1141 Township Road 243, Fostoria 
Aeraland Recreation Area is a rural 
county park in a quiet country setting. 
The scenic South Branch of the 
Portage River flows through the 74.8 
acres of rolling hills, forest, and open 
meadows. Visitors may picnic, hike, 
play outdoor games, and birdwatch in 
relative isolation and solitude.

Features:
• Goose Lake (3-acres)
• Picnic shelter
• Picnic sites
• Green space 
• Highline Trail (Primitive)
• Upland Trail
• Soccer fields
• Port-A-John
• Portage River, South Branch 
• Parking

Blanchard Landing
U.S. Route 224, west of Findlay  
off State Route 235
Blanchard Landing marks the end of 
the 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water 
Trail. As a wayside destination, the 
3-acre park offers relative isolation 
and solitude. Visitors can escape for 
a while and enjoy fishing, picnicking, 
and the sounds of silence. 

Features:
• Picnicking areas
• Developed river access site
• Parking
• Seasonal restroom

Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT)
The BRGT consists of a trail surface ranging from narrow concrete 
sidewalk to 10-foot wide multi-use asphalt trail. The trail marks 
a route suitable for walking, jogging, and running. Trail sections 
include Clinton Court to Riverside Park Waterfront, River Walk, High 
Street and Cory Street to Howard Street and Broad Avenue with a 
connection to River Landings, Riverview Walk, and West Point. 

Blanchard River  
Nature Preserve
22006 C.R. 17, Forest
With a strong emphasis on 
environmental preservation, visitation 
is limited to hiking, bird watching, and 
landscape and wildlife photography 
along a quiet walkway to the river’s 
edge, and boating and fishing via 
a primitive river access site that 
provides a scenic start for the 37.6-
mile Blanchard River Water Trail.

Features:
• Unimproved parking lot
• Seasonal restroom
• Quiet walkway
• Access to the Blanchard    
  River Water Trail
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Blue Rock  
Nature Preserve
Edgar Avenue and Bank Street
In the early 1900s, heavy, bluish clay 
known as “blue rock” was stripped 
from the area to make clay targets by 
the Remington Arms Company. The 
11.3-acre Blue Rock Nature Preserve 
is now a showcase of natural 
succession serving as a neighborhood 
park and oasis and offering an escape 
from the hustle and bustle of life. 
Visitors enjoy the small wetland and 
woods and their inhabitants, hiking 
and bird watching.

Features:
• Lady Bug Loop Trail
• Multi-use trail
• Bench
• Parking

Bright Conservation Area
10184 Township Road 244

Collectively, 29.4-acre Bright Conservation Area, 7.1-acre Lehman Conservation Area, and 54.2-acre Riverbend Conservation Area west of an 
intersection between Township Road 207 and Township Road 244 along with Riverbend Recreation Area form an impressive 220-acre outdoor 
complex along the banks of the Blanchard River.These areas are undeveloped natural areas with no support facilities, created to protect water 
quality, expand wildlife habitat, and provide natural beauty. 

Riverbend Conservation Area
West of the intersection of Township 
Roads 207 & 244

Lehman Conservation Area
16428 Township Road 208

Centennial Park
Cross Avenue, East  
of Blanchard Street
The .5-acre park, while limited in its 
offering, integrates an outdoor fitness 
center with the adjacent Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail to create a 
complete exercise program.

Features:
• Outdoor Fitness Center
• Picnicking areas
• Access to the Blanchard  
  River Greenway Trail
• Parking
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Civitan Park
Clinton Court at Taylor Street
Civitan Park serves as a 3-acre 
neighborhood park with community-
wide access to active play facilities, 
including playground, basketball court, 
multi-use trail, and an open play area. 

Features:
• Picnic sites
• Playground
• Recreational open space
• Parking lot
• River overlook
• Ball Field/Basketball Court

Eastpoint Area
East Main Cross Street,  
at Bright Road Bridge
The 1-acre park affords the 
opportunity for fishing, canoeing 
and kayaking, and picnicking. It also 
serves as a wayside destination 
for resting, relaxing, and enjoying 
the waterfront and as the eastern 
terminus for the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail.

Features:
• River access
• Fishing access
• Picnic sites
• Parking

Great Karg Well 
Historical Site
Liberty and River Streets
The .5-acre park is the site of an 
historical monument honoring the 
Great Karg Well. The park provides 
undeveloped access to the river 
for fishing and gives paddlers an 
opportunity to rest before continuing 
downstream.

Features:
• Monument honoring  
  the Great Karg Well
• River access
• Parking

Heritage Trail
The 20.22-mile Heritage Trail begins at Litzenberg Memorial Woods, 
south of U.S. Route 224 West, and ends at Van Horn Cemetery. It 
connects parks, conservation areas, historic sites, Findlay reservoirs, 
and area landmarks over a variety of trail surfaces, including dirt, 
grass, and paved roads and trails. Hikers on the Heritage Trail 
experience remote natural settings in Hancock County and urban 
conditions in the heart of Findlay. Yellow trail markers with black 
directional arrows mark the route.
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Jackson Landing
16894 Township Road 173
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped, 
.9-acre natural area. It serves 
primarily as a landing option and 
rest area for canoeists and kayakers 
paddling the Blanchard River Water 
Trail from Blanchard River Nature 
Preserve to Riverbend Recreation 
Area and beyond.

Features:
• Picnicking areas
• River access
• Parking
• Seasonal restroom

Indian Green–Worden Family Conservation Area
U.S. Route 224 West
In addition to preserving the natural area along the Blanchard River 
and expanding wildlife habitat, 27.3-acre Indian Green–Worden Family 
Conservation Area was created to afford access to a rare natural 
section of the Heritage Trail shared by the south unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods.

Lawrence Conservation Area
South of the intersection of State Route 568  
& Township Road 236
Linear in shape and tucked away at least in part along the Blanchard 
River, 16.1-acre Lawrence Conservation Area is extremely high profile 
given its location south of S.R. 568. It reminds the passerby about the 
value of natural areas with their calming effect, softening of the urban 
landscape, and support for local wildlife.

Liberty Landing
Liberty Township Road 89
The 2-acre park is a popular starting 
point for canoeists and kayakers 
paddling a 9.3-mile section of the 
Blanchard River Water Trail to 
Blanchard Landing. 

Features:
• Picnicking areas
• Developed river  
  access site
• Parking
• Seasonal restroom
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Litzenberg Memorial Woods
6100 U.S. Route 224 West
Litzenberg Memorial Woods contains 
227.7 acres on the north side and 
south side of U.S. Route 224 West. 
Land is characterized by rolling 
countryside, wooded ravines, and a 
grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, 
and sky. It blends the area’s rich 
agricultural heritage with conservation 
and wildlife, education and history, 
hiking and exploration, picnicking and 
play, and social gatherings and special 
events to create a unique destination.

Features:
• 1847 McKinnis House
• 19th Century Garden
• Activity Barn
• Picnic shelter
• Playground
• Multi-use trail
• Nature trails
• Bridle trails (south unit only)
• Heritage Trail
• Restrooms
• Parking

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
1400 Oakwoods Lane
Oakwoods Nature Preserve is a 
227.5-acre outdoor complex that 
contains diverse habitat, nature trails, 
and two lakes. Wetlands, woodlands, 
and prairie create a place for 
discovery and form a natural attraction 
full of seasonal beauty that supports 
wildlife, environmental education, and 
nature-based outdoor recreation.

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
In 1908, William “Tell” Taylor wrote “Down by the Old Mill Stream” while 
sitting on the banks of the Blanchard River. Life prospered from the river, 
villages and cities grew, and transportation moved people and goods to 
build the economy. Today, the Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 
52 miles through Hancock and Putnam counties, while showcasing the 
Blanchard River, natural resources, and parks and recreation with a nice 
blend of cultural and historic attractions along the way. 

Features:
• Richard S. “Doc” Phillips  
  Discovery Center
• Picnic shelter and fireplace
• Boat launch, fishing pier, 
  and observation area at  
  Shank Lake
• Fishing pier and observation 
  area at Dold Lake
• Picnicking areas
• Multi-use trail
• Nature trails
• Restrooms
• Parking

River Landings
700 Fox Street
The 10-acre park serves as a wayside 
destination for rest and relaxation 
and presents opportunities for play 
and picnicking. It also serves as the 
western terminus for the Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail. 

Features:
• Picnicking areas
• Playground
• Blanchard River  
  Greenway Trail
• River Landings  
  Maintenance Facility
• Parking
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Riverbend Recreation Area 
16618 Township Road 208
Riverbend Recreation Area was the 
Hancock Park District’s first park, 
which opened in 1976 for America’s 
Bicentennial celebration. Once a 
Native American camp along the “big 
bend” of the Blanchard, the 129-
acre park remains a unique habitat 
for wildlife. Visitors can birdwatch 
and take photographs as they 
enjoy a wide range of year-round 
outdoor recreation opportunities and 
experiences. 

Features:
• Brugeman Lodge
• Lakefront Activity Center
• Picnic shelters
• Raccoon Run Winter  
  Sports Center
• Giertz Lake with fishing piers
• Primitive Campground
• K-9 Field of Dreams  
  Dog Park
• Sand volleyball courts
• 18-hole disc golf course
• Playgrounds
• Robert G. Payne Arboretum
• Bridle trails
• River access
• Gazebo
• Restrooms
• Parking

Waterfalls Area
East Main Cross Street,  
east of McManness Avenue
The .5-acre park, which is located 
across the river from Riverside Park 
Waterfront provides a soothing respite 
among the waterfall and majestic 
sycamore trees. 

Features:
• Picnicking areas
• Access to the Blanchard  
  River Water Trail
• River access 
• Parking

Riverside Park Waterfront
231 McManness Avenue
Riverside Park Waterfront is 7 acres 
in size and owned by the City of 
Findlay but managed by the Hancock 
Park District. It is a historic and 
popular destination for walking and 
picnicking within an environment 
intermingled with the sounds of urban 
life and nature. The location remains 
the crown jewel among parks along 
the Blanchard River Greenway.

Vogelsong Conservation Area
West of the bridge at State Route 568 & Township Road 236
The 23.6-acre Vogelsong Conservation Area consists of woods and 
prairie and helps create a conservation corridor with its connection to 
Lawrence Conservation Area via the Blanchard River.

Features:
• Waterfalls Pavilion
• Zonta Landing Boat Rentals
• Observation areas
• Picnicking areas
• Blanchard River  
  Greenway Trail
• Stone walking trail around  
  the old reservoir
• Beach area 
• Riverside Landing  
  boat launch
• Parking





The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District


