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Hancock Park District Staff

Administration Department 419-425-7275
Gary Pruitt, Director
Vicky Stozich, Business Manager
Anne Coburn-Griffis, Marketing Manager
Jamie Shane, Administrative Assistant 

Program Department 419-425-7275
Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist
Chris Allen, Program Specialist 
Rachel Chapman, Program Specialist
Phillip DeQueiroz, Program Specialist 
Christine Patterson, Program Specialist
 
Park Operations Department
William Patch, Park Operations Manager
River Landings Maintenance Facility
Daniel Lamb, Park Manager West
Rowan Coburn-Griffis, Park Manager Central
Clarence Baker, Park Maintenance Technician 
Lauren Konst, Park Maintenance Technician
Cory Kontak, Park Maintenance Technician
Duane Shaffer, Park Maintenance Technician
Riverbend Maintenance Facility
Kim Wickman, Riverbend Area Manager
Scott Egbert, Park Manager East
Natural Resource Division
Chad Carroll, Natural Resource Manager

Hancock Park District  
Board of Park Commissioners
Gary Hirschfeld, Chairperson
Scott Younger, Vice Chairperson
Ed Ingold, Vice Chairperson

Hancock Parks Foundation
Board of Trustees
Richard Kidwell, President  Mike Brown, Trustee
Cameron Williams, Vice President Dave Distel, Trustee
Linda Casey, Treasurer  Shane Myers, Trustee
Carol Jastal, Secretary   Scott Younger, Trustee

The Hancock Parks Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that supports the 
Hancock Park District’s programs, parks and recreational facilities. To learn more and 
to make a tax deductible donation, visit www.HancockParks.com or call 419-425-7275.

1 • Hancock Park District Staff & Contact Information

Hancock Park District Office
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, OH 45840

Phone 419-425-7275

 Email Us:  HPDparks@hancockparks.com
Visit Us:  www.HancockParks.com

            /HancockParkDistrict                    /HancockParkDistrict 



Become a Hancock Park District Volunteer Today

Volunteer In The Parks Positions & Opportunities • 2

Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

The Hancock Park District is seeking volunteers 
with an interest in gardening to help with the 
1847 Period Garden at the McKinnis House. 
Help is needed with the maintenance and care 
of the herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruits. This 
can include weeding, hoeing and harvesting 
of these items. A staff person will be on hand 
during these work times. 
The work day will be cancelled if it is raining or if 
inclement weather is approaching. Call the office 
at 419-425-7275 and see if the session is still on 
for that day. Please bring work gloves. Tools will 
be provided, but feel free to bring your own.
Work times 9–10:30 AM
Wednesday, September 4
Thursday, September 12
Wednesday, September 18
Tuesday, September 24
Monday, September 30

2019 Gardening Schedule
1847 Period Garden 
at the McKinnis House

This hands-on, in-the-field approach to 
monitoring environmental changes and 
assisting with habitat restoration gives 
participants a wide range of physical and 
mental activities to participate in. Please 
direct questions and your interest to Chad 
Carroll, HPD Natural Resource Manager at 
ccarroll@hancockparks.com.  

Bird Monitoring
All skill levels are welcome to learn about birds 
or become a better birder. Participants will 
count all observable birds. Hiking distances and 
times will vary, but monitorings typically last 
from 1–2 hours. Please be prepared for weather 
and ground conditions. Attend this free activity 
with no registration required. Children under the 
age of 16 should be accompanied by an adult.

Monday, September 9, 9 AM 
Bright Conservation Area 
Meet by the white garage
Monday, October 7, 9 AM 
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Meet by Shelter 3
Monday, November 4, 9 AM 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Meet by the Gatehouse
Monday, December 16, 9 AM 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at the Doc Phillips Discovery Center
Do you have a larger volunteer group that wants 
to participate in stewardship and monitoring, 
but none of these times work? Contact the HPD 
Administrative Offices to arrange different times.

In fall, house finches and other birds will be 
readying for winter in Northwest Ohio.

Volunteer opportunities exist for individuals and groups of all skill levels. In this photo, employees of 
Freudenberg-NOK plant trees as part of a habitat restoration project at Oakwoods Nature Preserve.

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance 
the Hancock Park District? A Volunteer 
Application form for youth and adults, a 
Volunteer Resource Guide, and descriptive 
volunteer opportunities can be found on the 
HPD website or at the park office during 
business hours. Contact Anne Coburn-Griffis, 
Marketing Manager, at 419-425-7275 or email 
acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.com for more 
information. 

Living History 
Do you have a love for history or would you 
like to portray someone from the 1840s from 
Hancock County? The Hancock Park District 
is looking for men and women of all ages 
as well as children to become costumed 
interpreters at the 1847 McKinnis House and 
homestead. For more information and to see 
what living history is all about, contact Michelle 
Rumschlag, Naturalist, at 419-425-7275 or email 
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com.



3 • September Program & Event Calendar

SEPTEMBER

7 Saturday & 8 Sunday
Ohio 10,000 B.C.: 
Open House
Have you ever wondered what 
life was like for early humans? 
If so, travel into the past with 
us as we explore Ohio 10,000 
years ago during the last Ice Age. 
Learn about prehistoric beasts 
like Mammoths, Giant Beavers, 
and Moose Elk that used to roam 
Ohio and about early Americans 
or Paleo-Indians that traversed 
these lands and hunted, and 
discover how the Great Lakes were 
made by giant glaciers that stood 
hundreds of feet into the sky. You 
can make your own prehistoric 
jewelry or make your mark on our 
“cave wall” for others to see. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center
12–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.

Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

9 Monday
Wee Ones:  
Wild Adaptations
Animals are amazing creatures. 
They fly, hop, swim, and run. 
Animals have amazing features 
that help them live in their habitats. 
A visit to the Discovery Center 
at Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
will teach you about our program 
animals and the adaptations they 
have. You can listen to a story, 
meet our program animals, and 
create your own animal craft with 
adaptations of its own. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration is not required.
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

13 Friday
Game Night  
in the Woods
Bring a deck of cards, your favorite 
board game, and your family and 
friends because it’s game night! 
Explore the Discovery Center while 
having fun playing board games. A 
variety of games will be available. 
Are you ready to win?
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6–10 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

14 Saturday
Learn to Bird
Would you like to learn more about 
birds in northwest Ohio? If so, 
here’s your chance to learn bird 
basics. The program will consist of a 
PowerPoint presentation on how to 
look for and identify birds and how 
to use a field guide. Then we’ll go 
outside, hike the trails of Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve, and use our new-
found knowledge to help us with 
birding. Binoculars will be provided, 
or you can bring your own. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–12 PM
Required to be ages 16 and up
Register with $10 by 4 PM on 
Friday, September 13.
Minimum: 2/Maximum: 10
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

14 Saturday
Disc Golf Fall 
Tournament
Head out to Riverbend for a 
2-round day/night tournament. The 
first round will be played in daylight, 
while the second round will be 
played by the light of the moon 
with illuminated baskets and discs. 
Divisions will include advanced, 
intermediate, and recreational 
players, women’s and juniors.

Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
4 PM & 8 PM
2:30 PM Registration
3:30 PM Player meeting
Children must be accompanied by 
a participating adult.
Registration of $20 per player will 
be paid on site.
Dennis Hills
(419) 722-5277

14 Saturday
Full Moon Hike
Explore Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve during an evening hike 
under the light of the full moon. 
Perhaps we’ll see a nocturnal 
animal or a moth on its evening 
flight. We’ll also listen for the sound 
of owls. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center porch
8 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

15 Sunday
Life and Death of Stars
Everything has a life cycle, even 
the largest objects in the universe:  
stars. This month, we’ll take a trip 
through the life of a star (from its 
birth to its spectacular end) using 
our portable planetarium. We’ll 
also learn how planets formed 
and which ones are orbiting in 
the universe. After the show, stick 
around to make a space craft that 
can be taken home. Participants 
are required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–2 PM
Recommended for ages 6 and up
Free, but register by 10 AM on 
Sunday, September 15.
Maximum: 25
Rachel Chapman
rchapman@hancockparks.com

Hancock Park District’s Fall Calendar of Programs & Events
September • October • November

On September 9, children ages 3 and under will discover how animals adapt to survive in 
their different habitats.



September Program & Event Calendar/Ultimate Dogpawlooza/Hike-It • 4

16 Monday
Discovery Story: 
Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle
Is Earth Day and its message 
of environmental protection of 
interest to you? If it is, you’ll love 
our stewardship-focused Discovery 
Story. This month, we’ll discuss 
how to be a friend to nature.  
We’ll read a story about plastic, 
learn about recycling, make an 
upcycled bird feeder, play games, 
and turn an old T-shirt into a 
reusable bag (don’t forget to bring 
an old T-shirt). Come to Discovery 
Story, and help us teach children 
about the importance of taking care 
of our planet. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3-5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required. 
Rachel Chapman
rchapman@hancockparks.com

21 Saturday
The Sun
Doug Rider of The Millstream 
Astronomy Club will present 
a program on the sun. After 
the program, there will be an 
opportunity to view the Moon, 
Saturn, and Jupiter with four of 
its moons. Look through their 
telescopes or bring your own. Club 
members can show you how to set 
them up and use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
8 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Sunday 22
25th Anniversary of 
the “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center
Join the Hancock Park District as 
we celebrate the 25th Anniversary 
of the Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center. Information 
about the original construction 
and its first open house, and the 
building expansion and its second 
open house will be available for 
viewing. See many new displays 
and animal mounts, including 
the American White Pelican. The 
pelican, who was found injured 
near the Fostoria Reservoirs, 
finds its final resting place in the 
Discovery Center. Guided nature 
hikes are scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Children may enjoy 
fall inspired crafts and the new 
Playscape. Light refreshment will 
be served. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

23 Monday
History Comes Alive 
for Homeschoolers
Homeschoolers ages 8-12 
are invited to spend the day 
at the Historic McKinnis Farm 
experiencing life in Hancock 
County’s rural past. Six ½-hour 
stations will cover topics such 
as Early American Folk Music, 
From Wool to Wardrobe, Just a 
Farmwife, Tools that Built Ohio, 
The Pioneer Game, and a Nature 
Hike. Please bring a lunch and a 
reusable water bottle. Parents or 
designated adults are required to 
stay with the group. No older or 
younger siblings please.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
10 AM–1:45 PM
Required to be ages 8-12
Register with $2 per child by 8 AM 
on Monday, September 23.
Minimum: 4/ Maximum: 24
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

The Hancock Park District (HPD) Hike-It  
program is a way for folks to go out and  
explore the trails throughout Hancock  
County. For the fifth year, participants  
are encouraged to walk the designated  
trails at several Hancock County locations.
Hike-It registration begins Sunday,  
September 1. Details and registration forms  
will be available at www.HancockParks.com under  
“Park News” starting September 1. Complete the forms to register 
at the HPD Administrative Office, 1424 East Main Cross Street, 
Findlay. If this is your first year to participate, you will receive your 
complimentary walking stick at that time. 
Hiking must be done by Friday, November 29, in order for you to 
receive your 2019 medallion, which can be placed on the walking stick. 
Completed forms must be received and medallions may be picked up 
at the HPD Administrative Office by Friday, January 31.

Hancock Park District’s 5th Annual

HIKE-IT

 Dogpawlooza
September 7, 10 AM–4 PM
Riverside Park Waterfront
  Come out for dog walking and    
    watch as dogs zig-zag and zip  
     around to chase their  “prey” in  
      the exciting event of Lure Coursing.

         This family-friendly event will also  
         include raffles. All proceeds benefit  
         the shelter animals at The Humane  
         Society & SPCA of Hancock County.

Ultimate 

2019



24 Tuesday
Globe at 
Night: 
Cygnus
Globe at Night 
is an international citizen-
science campaign to raise public 
awareness about the impact of 
light pollution. This will be done by 
measuring the sky brightness of 
this month’s constellation, Cygnus. 
Participants will learn the size and 
location of Cygnus and also some 
mythology about it. We’ll then turn 
to the night sky to find it and record 
our observations.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Southside parking lot
8:30 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

29 Sunday
A Pioneer Birthday 
Party: Open House
The McKinnis family is hosting a 
birthday party, and you’re invited. 
Family friend, Moses Boylan will be 
celebrating his 11th birthday with 
family and friends. What presents will 
a pioneer boy receive? Find out and 
wish him a Happy Birthday. Don’t 
forget to sample the birthday cake. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

30 Monday 
Little Hikes 
for Little 
Tykes: Rivers
Would you like to 
visit a local park with your little 
one? Join us as we tour Riverbend 
Recreation Area. We’ll look for 
plants, animals, and bugs that 
live in the park and near the river. 
There’s something for everyone 
to find. Be sure to wear sturdy 
footwear, as it may get a little wet.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
10–11 AM & 1–2 PM 
Recommended for ages 3-6, with 

an adult companion 
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

OCTOBER

4 Friday
One Batty Night Hike
Halloween is on its way and what 
better time to talk about bats, the 
blood sucking fiends of the sky! Or 
are they? We’ll be taking a hike to 
see them for ourselves, and bust  
some bat myths. Enjoy this 
opportunity to explore the park at 
night and learn truly batty facts about 
these remarkable flying mammals. 
The hike will be over 1 mile long.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
7:30 PM
Recommended for ages 5 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Rachel Chapman
rchapman@hancockparks.com

5 Saturday
Pokémon GO Nature! 
Open House
Are you ready to go on a journey? 
Visit Professor Buckeye’s lab to 
learn about Pokémon and get 
ready to catch them all! Explore 
the amazing world of Pokémon 
and see animals and plants that 
they’re based on. There will be 
games and crafts based on the 
popular franchise. Do you think you 
have what it takes to become a 
Pokémon Master? Let’s find out. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–5 PM 
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

5 • September/October Program & Event Calendar/Fall Hayrides

Fall Hayrides 
Gather a group at Riverbend Recreation Area  
for a fall color adventure on the back of a  
haywagon drawn by an antique tractor. 

Hayride Times
3-4 PM 4-5 PM 5-6 PM 6-7 PM 7-8 PM 8-9 PM

Wednesdays X X X
Fridays X X X X
Saturdays X X X X X
Sundays X X X X

            

Hayride Reservations
Reservations must be made at the HPD Administrative Office. Payment 
can either be cash (exact amount) or check (made payable to the 
Hancock Park District). Cost is $60 per hayride.  
Participants must arrive 15 minutes prior to their scheduled hayride 
departure from the Big Oaks Activity Area at Riverbend Recreation 
Area. Hayrides are subject to weather and ground conditions. 
Hayrides are 1 hour long, which includes the loading and unloading of 
passengers. Rides can be broken up into 2 half-hour rides.

On the Wagon
Adult supervision is required on the wagon for youth under the age of 
18. One adult is required for every 10 youths. Each wagon load can 
accommodate a limit of approximately 25 adults.

Campsite & Shelter Rentals  
with Your Hayride
You may arrange permission to have a campfire in the primitive 
campground area the same day as your hayride.

Sept. 28 to Oct. 26

Bust bat myths by hiking for these 
beneficial creatures on October 4.
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5 Saturday                                             
Fun Fall Hayride
If you love early fall colors and you 
want to take a fall hayride, but you 
don’t have enough people to fill the 
wagon, then this Fun Fall Hayride is 
for you. Bring the family and enjoy 
a group hayride through the woods 
of Riverbend Recreation Area. 
Cookies and cider will be served 
before each ride and a fall coloring 
sheet will be available for children.
Riverbend Recreation Area          
Shelter 1    
1 & 2 PM
All ages are welcome.    
Register with your preferred 
hayride time with $5 per person by 
2 PM on Friday, October 4. 
Minimum: 10/Maximum: 25 per 
hayride 
Chris Allen    
callen@hancockparks.com    

6 Sunday
Planetarium Blast Off
3-2-1...blast off! Get ready to take a 
trip to the moon. Not just our moon, 
but Titan, which is Saturn’s largest 
moon. We will use our portable 
planetarium to learn about what 
makes a moon a moon and get a 
look at some of the other moons 
in our solar system. Participants 
are required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–2 PM
Recommended for ages 6 and up
Free, but register by 10 AM on 
Sunday, October 6.

Maximum: 25
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

7 Monday
Pioneer Tyke Hikes
Tour the 1847 McKinnis 
homestead to discover some of 
the jobs pioneers had during the 
fall and learn what it was like to 
live as a pioneer. The tour will 
include hands-on activities, such 
as grinding corn, pressing apples, 
churning butter, and looking in the 
garden to see if anything is ready 
to be harvested. After each stop, 
you’ll be rewarded for your hard 
work with a small taste of the past. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for those ages 3-6 
with an adult companion; other 
aged siblings are welcome to attend 
Free; registration is not required.
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

11 Friday
Game Night  
in the Woods
Bring a deck of cards, your favorite 
board game, and your family and 
friends because it’s game night! 
Explore the Discovery Center while 
having fun playing board games. A 
variety of games will be available. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6–10 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.

Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

12 Saturday
Flag City Classic—
PDGA Sanctioned C 
Tier Event
This event consists of two 
singles rounds of 18 holes each. 
The award ceremony will be 
held immediately following the 
completion of the second round.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
8 AM Registration
9:30 AM Players meeting
10 AM Tee-off for round 1
All ages are welcome; children 
must be accompanied by a 
participating adult.
Hugh Bockbrader 
(419) 304-2177

12 Saturday
Haunted 
Séance 
Something eerie 
and unsettling is 
roaming Lady Mysteria’s property, 
but that comes to no surprise since 
she’s the town’s “spirit caller.” 
From what we hear, all kinds of 
creeps, ghouls, and creatures 
from the abyss seem to make their 
way to her home. This year, she’s 
looking for guests to attend her 
annual Hallows eve séance, but 
who’d be brave enough to attend? 
Don’t tell us you are? We 
also heard that the witches are up 

to no good and mixing all kinds of 
concoctions for their next victims. 
Just the thought of it sends shivers 
up our spines. If it were up to us, 
we’d visit the nearby barn to listen 
to a ghost story, gorge on treats, 
and hike in the woods at night. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
McKinnis House
Session Times: 6 PM, 6:30 PM, 
7 PM, 7:30 PM, 8 PM, 8:30 PM & 
9 PM
Recommended for ages 10 and up
Register with $5 per person by 3 
PM on Thursday, October 10.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 8 per 
session
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

13 Sunday
Bullseyes Away!
Have you ever wanted to try 
archery and get a bullseye? We’ll 
here’s your chance. Participants 
will learn how to properly stand, 
hold, and shoot a bow. After some 
practicing, games will be played. 
This program will be led by a 
certified archery instructor.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
1 PM—Ages 9–15
2 PM—Ages 16 & up
Register with $10 per person by 10 
AM on Sunday, October 13.
Maximum: 10 per time slot
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com 

Tykes will explore pioneer activities at the McKinnis homestead on October 7.

Learn the basics of archery from a certified archery instructor on October 13.



19 Saturday
Art in the Park: 6th 
Annual Plein Air 
Paint-Out
Artists working in all plein air media 
are welcome to paint the McKinnis 
homestead, woods, and prairie in 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods during 
this non-competitive event. The 
public is invited to observe artists 
as they work during the day. Art 
projects completed during the day 
will be on display starting at 3 PM. 
There are several places to work 
under cover in case of rain. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Activity Barn
9 AM–4 PM
Recommended for teens and 
adults
Free, but register on site or ahead 
of time by contacting Sharon 
Hammer Baker.
Sharon Hammer Baker
bakerartstudio@gmail.com

19 Saturday
Autumnfest 
at Litzenberg
Join in a celebration 
of Northwest Ohio 
history, featuring Native American 
and 19th-century folk arts and how 
elements of all are employed in 
the modern age. Experience living 
history activities, demonstrations, 

games, and reenactments in the 
c. 1847 McKinnis Farmgrounds 
and Native American Encampment 
in the nature preserve of historic 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods. 
Explore the juried Artisan Village 
featuring vendors who employ 
historic techniques to produce 
their wares. There will also be 
demonstrations, live folk music, 
a children’s craft area, and a 
homemade pie contest.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
1–5 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

19 Saturday
The Life and Death 
Cycle of a Star
Susan Nims of the Millstream 
Astronomy Club will present a 
program on The Life and Death 
Cycle of a Star. After the program, 
there will be an opportunity to 
view Saturn and Jupiter with four 
of its moons. Look through their 
telescopes or bring your own. Club 
members can show you how to set 
them up and use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
7 PM
All ages are welcome.

Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

20 Sunday
Creating the 
Ultimate 
Wildlife 
Habitat
Do you love wildlife? Are you 
looking for a fun family project? 
If the answer is yes, then join 
us and learn how to create your 
very own nature preserve in your 
backyard. Fall is a great time to 
begin planning by learning some 

great tips for making your yard 
more pleasing to nature and 
humans alike. You’ll learn about 
some of the amazing animals 
living in Hancock County and how 
you can bring them into your life. 
This is an opportunity for you to 
become a friend to animals in your 
neighborhood. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–2 PM
Recommended for ages 12 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Rachel Chapman
rchapman@hancockparks.com

7 • October Program & Event Calendar/Autumn Fest Pie Contest Entry Form

Join other artists on October 19 for the 6th Annual Plein Air Paint-out.
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21 Monday
Little Hikes for Little 
Tykes: Trees
Would you like to visit a local park 
with your little one? Join us as we 
tour Litzenberg Memorial Woods. 
We’ll look for plants, animals, and 
bugs that live in the woods, talk 
about how trees change color as 
summer turns to autumn, and try 
to watch squirrels as they collect 
seeds and nuts for winter. There’s 
something for everyone to find. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse

10–11 AM & 1–2 PM 
Recommended for ages 3-6, with 
an adult companion
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

22 Tuesday
Globe at Night: 
Pegasus
Globe at Night is an international 
citizen-science campaign to raise 
public awareness of the impact of 
light pollution. This will be done 
by measuring the sky brightness 

of this month’s constellation, 
Pegasus. Participants will learn the 
size and location of Pegasus and 
also some mythology about it. We’ll 
then turn to the night sky to find it 
and record our observations.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Southside parking lot
8 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

26 Saturday & 27 Sunday
How Earth Works: 
Open House 
Every rock has a story to tell. Join 
us on our magnificent journey as we 
explore some of the great natural 
phenomena that shape our planet. 
Create a volcanic eruption with our 
model, use slime to push objects 
like glaciers do when they shape the 
landscape, create your own sand 
dunes with fans, form layers of rock 
with snacks, and jump back through 
time to see how life adapted to this 
ever-changing planet.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
12–4 PM
Recommended for ages 6 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

28 Monday
Wee Ones:  
Furry Wild Animals
Children will learn about furry wild 

animals and feel how soft their 
pelts are. With winter coming, 
where will the animals go and what 
will they eat? Children will make 
their own wild furry pet and make a 
cozy bed for it to sleep in. A story, 
crafts, and games will be included.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

30 Wednesday
Canvas Painting:  
Fall in the Country
Fall in the Country will be the focus 
of our fourth painting in our series 
for 2019. Painting on wood will 
lend depth and texture to this fall 
country feeling creation. Awakening 
Minds Art will provide step-by-step 
instructions on how to paint these 
warm shades of fall. All necessary 
supplies will be provided to create 
your one-of-a-kind painting. Light 
refreshments will be served.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge 
6–8 PM
Required to be ages 16 and up
Register with $30 per person by 1 
PM on Tuesday, October 29.
Minimum: 5 / Maximum: 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

Homeschoolers
in the Park

Returning for its fifth year is a series of  
10 classes for homeschooled students

From September to June, homeschoolers will engage in hands-on 
projects and activities to learn about science and animals. Students 
will make friends and gain confidence, utilize problem solving skills and 
independent thinking, and have fun! Newsletters will be sent out every 
month with pictures and information about what your student did during 
the class. The sessions take place at a variety of Hancock County’s 
parks. The first session will take place at Oakwoods Nature Preserve, 
Discovery Center.  A schedule for where we will meet for future sessions 
will be passed out at the first session. The classes will be offered one 
Thursday each month. Choose either the 10–11:30 AM class or the 
1–2:30 PM class.  Recommended for ages 5–13 years.  Register with 
$30 per child for the series. Registration is open until filled.
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20 per class
 

September 5 February 13
October 3 March 5
November 7 April 9
December 5 May 7
January 2 June 4 Paint you own “Fall in the Country” on wood on October 30 at Brugeman 

Lodge at Riverbend Recreation Area.
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NOVEMBER 

3 Sunday
Thanksgiving 
Gathering:  
Open House
The McKinnis family will gather 
to celebrate Thanksgiving and 
enjoy family time together. Sarah 
Fishel will cook a small turkey and 
fixings on the wood stove. And in 
the sitting room, the family will talk 
about the coming of winter and 
how they need to prepare for it.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

10 Sunday

 
 

Our favorite wizards have many 
animals and creatures in their world. 
Some are friends and some are 
foes, but all of them have interesting 
characteristics. Learn about their 
many adaptations by getting 
hands-on when making unicorn 
blood, designing your own magical 
beasts, trying to find shiny treasures 
with a kleptomaniac platypus, and 
discovering your own Patronus. 
Come dressed like your favorite 
wizard or magical animal tamer. Pure 
bloods and muggles are welcome. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge
1–4 PM
Recommended for ages 5 and up
Register with $3 per person by 9 
AM on Friday, November 8.
Maximum: 200
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

11 Monday
Discovery Story:  
Cats of the Wild
Lions, Tigers, and Bobcats; you 
won’t find these cats at your local 
pet shop. Wild cats are much more 
than your typical house cat, they 
are hunting masters. Learn what 
makes these ferocious felines a 
predator and how important they 
are to our ecosystem. Every cat 
lover will be there. This program is 
not just for cat lovers. Dog lovers 
are welcome, too. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3-5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend.
Free; registration is not required. 
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com 

12 Tuesday
Creating Composts
Do you have a green thumb? Do 
you want to get rid of some trash 
and help the environment? Do 
you want a pet that doesn’t shed 
and stays in a small bin? If you 
do, then join us and create your 
own small compost bin. Learn 

about the benefits of composting 
and how decomposers help the 
environment. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6:30–8 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Register with $5 per compost bin 
by 3 PM on Tuesday, November 
12.
Minimum: 2/ 
Maximum: 15
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@
hancockparks.com

13 Wednesday
Reuse It Recycling
It’s National Recycling Week and 
it’s time to learn how to reuse 
the trash you’re throwing away. 
Visit the Discovery Center and 
try making something new out of 
trash. Learn how you can save our 
planet by practicing the three R’s. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–6 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

15 Friday
Recycling 
Crayons: 
Open House
Have your children 
grown and now you don’t know 
what to do with their crayons? 
Perhaps you just have too many 
crayons lying around the house. 
If you bring them to the Discovery 
Center, they’ll be reused in 
the form of crafts that you can 
participate in. Leftover crayons 
will be sent to a crayon recycling 
center.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6:30–8:30 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

16 Saturday
Tales of Greek Heroes 
With their likeness in the stars, 
the heroes are watching over us. 

If you’re interested in hearing the 
stories, join us in our portable 
planetarium for Tales of Greek 
Heroes. They may not be like your 
superheroes that you read about 
in the comics or see in the movies, 
but they were legends in their time. 
Have you heard of Perseus? How 
about Achilles? Does Hercules 
sound familiar? What about 
Atalanta? Many stories will be 
told as we gaze back at them in 
the planetarium. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6–7:30 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free, but register by 3 PM on 
Saturday, November 16.
Maximum: 25
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

17 Sunday
Recycle Mania:  
Open House
Recycle Mania has arrived. In 
celebration of National Recycling 
Week, the Hancock Park District 
will close out its festivities with an 
open house focused on the three 
R’s:  Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. 
There will be informational 
displays, crafts and games for 
children, earth-themed snacks, and 
a community art project. What’s all 
the buzz surrounding the use of 
plastic straws? If you come to the 
open house, we’ll tell you. We’ll 
also tell you about easy ways you 
can make a positive impact. It’s 
sure to be educational and fun for 
the whole family. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages are welcome.
Free; registration is not required.
Rachel Chapman
rchapman@hancockparks.com

Experience Thanksgiving c.1847 with the McKinnis Family on November 3.



18 Monday
Wee Ones:  
In November
As the daylight dwindles, it’s a 
sign for nature that the days of 
late fall have arrived. Find out how 
animals and plants are getting 
ready for winter’s arrival and are 
enjoying their time in the month of 
November. Kids will hear a story, 
make a leaf “person” and partake in 
hands-on activities about autumn.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

19 Tuesday
Globe at Night: Perseus
Globe at Night is an international 
citizen-science campaign to raise 
public awareness of the impact of 
light pollution. This will be done 
by measuring the sky brightness 
of this month’s constellation, 

Perseus. Participants will learn 
the size and location of Perseus 
and also some mythology about it. 
We’ll then turn to the night sky to 
find it and record our observations.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Southside parking lot
6:30 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

22 Friday
Game Night  
in the Woods
Bring a deck of cards, your favorite 
board game, and your family and 
friends because it’s game night! 
Explore the Discovery Center while 
having fun playing board games. A 
variety of games will be available. 
Are you ready to win?
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6–10 PM
Recommended for ages 8 and up
Free; registration is not required.
Phillip DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

Holiday Floor 
Cloth Workshop
Tuesday, December 3 at 2–4 PM & 6:30–8:30 PM
Mark your calendar for the holiday season by making your 
own holiday-inspired floor cloth. Bring your creative juices 
to Riverbend Recreation Area’s Brugeman Lodge as you’ll 
get to pick your own design, but some examples will be on 
hand. Floor cloths will measure 2’ x 3’ and all supplies will be 
provided. Light refreshments will be served. 
Recommended for ages 12 and up
Register with $15 per person by 9 AM on Tuesday, December 3.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 24 per time slot

The Plein Air Gatherings are an opportunity for artists to paint or 
draw outdoors “en plein air” in the parks. All adult artists who use any 
medium conducive to working outdoors are welcome. If you are new 
to plein air painting or would like to try it but are hesitant to go out 
on your own, these gatherings are a perfect opportunity to meet and 
work with experienced plein air artists.  
Bring whatever supplies and equipment you need and dress for 
ground and weather conditions.There is no fee or registration. It is 
not necessary to attend every session—come when you can. In case 
of rain, the session is cancelled. Gatherings will be held weekly on 
Wednesdays from 9–11 AM on the following dates in 2019:

September 4 Liberty Landing    
Meet in the parking area

September 11 Eastpoint Area (E. Main Cross & Bright Road) 
Meet in the parking area

September 18 Hancock Park District Administrative Office 
Meet in the front parking area

September 25 Oakwoods Nature Preserve  
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking area

October 2 Emory Adams Park   
Meet at the south parking area near the 
footbridge

October 9 Blanchard River Nature Preserve  
Meet in the parking area

October 16 Great Karg Well Historical Site  
Meet in the parking area

October 23 Riverbend Recreation Area   
Meet at the north side of the Big Oaks Activity 
Area parking area

October 30 Oakwoods Nature Preserve  
Meet at the Discovery Center porch

Art in the Park: 
Plein Air Gatherings
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Self-guided fall float trips on the Blanchard River are available on 
Saturdays and Sundays throughout September and October. Float 
trips begin and end at Zonta Landing at Riverside Park. Canoeists and 
kayakers have the opportunity to enjoy the late summer green and early 
autumn brilliance along the Blanchard River as they paddle upstream 
past the Country Club’s golf course, Eastpoint Area, and Vogelsong 
Conservation Area to the State Route 568/Sandusky Street Bridge and 
back. The trip takes approximately 2 hours. 

Self-Guided Fall Float Trips

When: Saturdays and Sundays from September 7 through  
 October 27 starting at 1 PM. Trips will be cancelled  
 in the event of flooding, rain, thunder and lightning,  
 and strong wind.
Where: Meet at Zonta Landing at Riverside Park.
Who: Adults and youth age 16 to 17 (youth under the age 
 of 16 are welcome to participate but must be  
 accompanied by an adult age 18 or older).
Prerequisite: Participants must have the ability to swim.
Watercraft: Watercraft availability includes canoes and kayaks.  
 Specify watercraft preference when registering.  
 The weight limit for a kayak is 275 pounds. 
Enrollment: Maximum: 18 (maximum of 2 participants  
 per canoe). 
Registration:   Register in-person at the HPD Administrative Office  
 at 1424 E. Main Cross Street, Findlay or online  
 at www.HancockParks.com by 4:30 PM on the  
 Friday prior to the trip. 
Fee:   $10 per person with a signed Assumption of  
 Risk/Liability Release/Waiver of all Claims form and/ 
 or a Parental Consent form if applicable. Forms will  
 be available at Zonta Landing prior to the trip. 
Supplies: Wear tennis shoes that can get wet. Dress and plan  
 accordingly for the weather. Wool, fleece, and fast- 
 drying clothes are recommended in autumn when  
 air and water temperatures are cold. Alcohol is not  
 permitted. Canoes, kayaks, personal floatation  
 devices, and paddles will be provided. 

The Program Department is excited to help you and your scouts 
complete their badges, achievements and electives. Below is a list of 

what we can offer to your group (by scouting levels). Programs will vary 
from 1 - 1½ hours. Please contact Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist, at 

mrumschlag@hancockparks.com or call 419-425-7275  
to schedule a program.

CUB SCOUTS & BOY SCOUTS
Tigers

Adventure:
My Tiger Jungle

Tigers in the Wild
Elective Adventure:

Sky is the Limit
Tiger Tales

Wolves
Adventure: Paws on the Path

Elective Adventures:
Digging in the Past
Grow Something

Bears
Adventure:

Fur, Feathers, and Ferns

Elective Adventure:
A Bear Goes Fishing

Super Science

Webelos
Webelos Adventure: Webelos Walkabout

Webelos/Arrow of Light Elective Adventure:
Adventures in Science

Earth Rocks!
Into the Wild

Into the Woods

BOY SCOUTS
HPD program staff are merit badge counselors in: Astronomy, Bird 
Study, Environmental Study, Fish & Wildlife Management, Insect 

Study, Mammal Study, Nature, Reptile & Amphibian Study
 

GIRL SCOUTS 
Daisy

Petals: Rosie & Clover

Brownies
Badges: Bugs, Senses & Hiker

Juniors
Badges: Flowers, Gardener, Camper, Animal Habitats  

& Playing the Past

Cadettes
Badges: Trees, Trailblazing & Night Owl

Seniors
Badges: Sky

SCOUT PROGRAMS

11 • Scout Programs/Self-Guided Float Trips
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Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public programs 
being conducted by HPD staff and 
volunteers. Watch The Courier for 
monthly ads with complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs can 
be made online or by calling the 
HPD office. Credit cards may be 
used online to register for a program 
that requires payment. Check or 
exact cash is also accepted and 
can be either mailed to or dropped 
off at the HPD office. A mail slot is 
also available for receiving cash 
or check payment after hours. You 
will not be registered for a program 
until payment is received. Make 
checks payable to the Hancock Park 
District. The HPD cannot accept bills 
larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office to 
schedule a program several weeks 
in advance. Programs can take 
place at park locations and offsite, 
depending on the subject matter. 
Requested programs are free, 
unless the requesting group is out of 
Hancock County. A charge of $2 per 
person or $50 minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted in 
your classroom, school or a variety 
of park locations. Check out our 
school programs brochure for a 
complete list of programs that help 
achieve Ohio Academic Content 
Standards. Please contact the 
HPD office if you are bringing a 
large group of students to the park. 
There is no charge if you are a 
Hancock County school.

 
 
 
 
 

Program Fee  
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if the HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to a lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will 
be issued if the customer cancels 
prior to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.
Refunds under $20 may be made 
in cash. If payment was made by 
credit card, the credit card fee will 
not be refunded. Refunds will not 
be made to the credit card, but will 
be made via check processed by 
the Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 
When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at  
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program. 
All programs will be canceled 
if a Tornado Watch or Tornado 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program.
All programs will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of the 
program. Even if conditions improve 
following the program cancellation, 
the program will remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
and activities for that day will be 
cancelled. Visit weather.gov and 
search “Findlay, OH” to see if an 
advisory has been issued for the 
day or evening of the program  
or activity.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

THE POWER OF PROGRAMS
You don’t have to go far to experience the Hancock Park 
System. Besides the fact that the parks are a local resource, 
why participate in programs presented by the Hancock Park 
District or use them as a learning tool in your classroom?

Our programs are 
mostly held outside. 
That means you:
• Get to be in the fresh air
• Enjoy the flora and fauna  

around them
• Experience lower noise levels 

and sounds of nature
• Feel the warmth of the sun

Many of our programs 
are free or at a low cost.

Many of our programs are 
for all ages, everyone can 
join us, no one is excluded. 

You can learn 
something new,  
try something new or 
something you haven’t 
done in a long time...
programs that teach 
archery, kayaking, 
painting and yoga, 
for instance.

We have 
everything set 
up and ready for 
you—you just 
need to register 
and join in.

www.HancockParks.com



Riverbend Shelter 3

Riverbend Shelter 1

Riverbend Lakefront Activity Center

Riverbend Shelter 4 

Riverbend Shelter 5 

Riverbend Shelter 6 

Riverbend Shelter 7 
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Riverside Waterfalls Pavilion 

Riverbend Campground Riverbend Gazebo

Litzenberg Activity Barn

Riverbend Brugeman Lodge

Litzenberg Shelter
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Aeraland Recreation Area
Located at 1141 Township Road 243, Fostoria
Aeraland is a rural county park in a quiet country setting that provides an 
opportunity to hike and picnic in relative isolation and solitude. Aeraland 
Recreation Area’s passive nature is balanced by the Arcadia Soccer 
Club’s use of several acres for youth soccer.

Blanchard Landing
Located on State Route 235, south of U.S. Route 224 West
Blanchard Landing is a popular starting or stopping point for canoeists 
and kayakers. As a wayside destination, it offers relative isolation and 
solitude. Visitors can escape for a while and enjoy fishing, picnicking, and 
the sounds of silence.

Blanchard River Greenway Trail (BRGT)
The BRGT supports walking and bicycling along the Blanchard River 
Greenway. Trail sections include Clinton Court to Riverside Park 
Waterfront, River Walk, High Street and Cory Street to Howard Street and 
Broad Avenue with a connection to River Landings, Riverview Walk, and 
West Point. 

Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Located at 22006 County Road 17, Forest
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an undeveloped natural area. It 
includes 7,200 linear feet of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres 
of wooded riparian floodplain, and riparian oxbow wetlands and vernal 
pools that provide excellent, high-quality aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is a special place unlike any other in  
the Hancock Park System. Even though the Hancock Park District 
maintains a strong emphasis on environmental preservation, visitation 
and use is limited to boating and fishing via a primitive river access site 
and hiking, bird watching, and landscape and wildlife photography along  
a quiet walkway. 



Bright Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River at 10184 Township Road 244
Bright Conservation Area is an undeveloped natural area with no support 
facilities, created to protect water quality, expand wildlife habitat, and 
provide natural beauty. Located relatively close to Bright Conservation 
Area are Riverbend Conservation Area, Riverbend Recreation Area, and 
Lehman Conservation Area. Collectively, they form an impressive 220-
acre outdoor complex along the banks of the Blanchard River.

Centennial Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Cross Avenue, east of Blanchard Street
Centennial Park provides access to an outdoor exercise area that creates 
an enjoyable and balanced fitness regimen when combined with walking, 
running, or bicycling along the Blanchard River Greenway Trail. 

Civitan Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Taylor Street, south of Clinton Court
Civitan Park serves is a neighborhood park with community-wide access 
to active play facilities, including a playground, basketball court, and multi-
use trail.

Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Located on Edgar Street and Bank Street
Named for the heavy, bluish clay mined from the property in the early 
1900s, Blue Rock serves as a neighborhood nature preserve and oasis 
offering an escape from the hustle and bustle of life—even if for a little 
while. Visitors enjoy hiking and bird watching along the Lady Bug Loop 
Trail, and perhaps a bench and a book.
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Eastpoint Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, west of Bright Road
Eastpoint Area affords the opportunity for fishing, canoeing and kayaking, 
and picnicking. It also serves as a wayside destination for resting, 
relaxing, and enjoying the waterfront. 

Great Karg Well Historical Site
Located along the Blanchard River on Liberty Street
The Great Karg Well Historical Site contains a historical monument 
honoring the great Karg well (1886). As a quiet wayside destination, Karg 
Well offers access to the river. From the canoeist and kayaker perspective, 
Karg Well serves as a rest area before continuing downstream. 

Heritage Trail
The Heritage Trail covers approximately 20 miles as it follows the Blanchard 
River for much of its route with connections to Riverside Park Waterfront and  
Riverbend Recreation Area. Trail surfaces range from paved asphalt and 
concrete to grass and dirt while leading hikers through parks, urban areas, 
and the countryside. The South Unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods, which 
serves as the primary trail head is located on U.S. Route 224 West. 

Indian Green–Worden Family Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River on U.S. Route 224 West
Indian Green–Worden Family Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities. It was created to preserve the 
natural area along the Blanchard River, expand wildlife habitat, and afford 
access to a rare natural section of the Heritage Trail shared by the south 
unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods.
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Lawrence Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, south of the intersection of 
State Route 568 and Township Road 236
Lawrence Conservation Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty. 

Liberty Landing
Located along the Blanchard River on Township Road 89, west of 
County Road 140
Liberty Landing is a popular starting point for  
canoeists and kayakers. As a wayside destination with a quiet country feel, 
visitors enjoy fishing, picnicking, and the sights and sounds of nature.

Lehman Conservation Area
Located at 16428 Township Road 208
Lehman Conservation Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities, created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty.  Located relatively close to 
Lehman Conservation Area are Riverbend Recreation Area, Riverbend 
Conservation Area, and Bright Conservation Area. Collectively, they 
form an impressive 220-acre outdoor complex along the banks of the 
Blanchard River. 

Jackson Landing
Located along the Blanchard River at 16894 Township Road 173
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped natural area along the Blanchard 
River. It serves as a landing option and rest area for canoeists and 
kayakers paddling the Blanchard River Water Trail from Blanchard River 
Nature Preserve to Riverbend Recreation Area and beyond. 
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Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Located at 6100 U.S. Route 224 West
Litzenberg Memorial Woods is characterized by rolling countryside, 
wooded ravines, and a grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, and sky. 
It blends the rich agricultural heritage with conservation and wildlife, 
education and history, hiking and exploration, picnicking and play, and 
social gatherings and special events to create a unique destination. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Located at 1400 Oakwoods Lane
Oakwoods is an outdoor complex that contains diverse habitat, nature 
trails, and two lakes all anchored by the Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center. Wetlands, woodlands, and prairie create a place 
for discovery and form a natural attraction full of seasonal beauty that 
supports wildlife, environmental education, and nature based outdoor 
recreation. 

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
Sawmills, gristmills, and waterpower shaped a region for Native 
Americans and settlers and carved an area out of the Ohio wilderness 
bounded by rivers and the Great Black Swamp. As history tells it, the 
earliest known settler of Hancock County was a Frenchman by the name 
of Jean Jacques Blanchard who arrived in 1769. In 1908, William “Tell” 
Taylor wrote “Down by the Old Mill Stream” while sitting on the banks 
of the Blanchard River. Life prospered from the river, villages and cities 
grew, and transportation moved people and goods to build the economy. 
Today, the Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 52 miles through 
Hancock and Putnam counties, while showcasing the Blanchard River, 
natural resources, and parks and recreation with a nice blend of cultural 
and historic attractions along the way. 

Riverbend Recreation Area 
Located at 16618 Township Road 208
Riverbend is a year-round recreation area offering diverse facilities and 
a wide range of outdoor recreation opportunities and experiences. What 
was once solely floodplain, forest, and farmland is now a popular park 
and recreation destination. 

Hancock Park System & Locations • 20



Riverside Park Waterfront
Located at 231 McManness Avenue, north of East Main Cross Street
Riverside is a historic and popular destination for walking and picnicking 
within an environment intermingled with the sounds of urban life and 
nature and it remains the crown jewel among parks located along the 
Blanchard River Greenway.

Waterfalls Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, east of McManness Avenue
This area provides a respite among the waterfall and majestic Sycamore 
trees, while accommodating picnicking, walking along the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail, and launching, landing, and portaging canoes and kayaks. 
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Riverbend Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west of the intersection of 
Township Road 207 and Township Road 244
Riverbend Conservation Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities. It was created for wetland mitigation and restoration 
and conservation purposes aimed at preserving the watershed along the 
Blanchard River. The land is rich in habitat and natural beauty.

River Landings
Located at 700 Fox Street
Besides being the location of a maintenance facility, River Landings is a 
wayside for rest and relaxation, presents opportunities for play and picnicking, 
and serves as a trail head for a wide range of multi-use trail activities. 

Vogelsong Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west of the bridge at State 
Route 568 and Township Road 236
Vogelsong Conservation Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities. It was created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty.
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ENTRY RULES & GUIDELINES
1. Fill out and submit the Photography Contest Entry 

and Release Form. The form may be downloaded 
from www.HancockParks.com under “Park News”. 
Submit one form with each photograph. 

2. Email digital photograph to acoburn-griffis@
hancockparks.com with HPD Photography 
Contest in the subject line no later than 11:59 PM 
EST on Friday, November 1, 2019. Prints will not 
be accepted. 

3. Contestants may submit a maximum of five (5) 
photograph submissions. 

4. Watermarks are not acceptable. 
5. All photographs must have been taken from 

November 1, 2018 to November 1, 2019 and 
depict imagery in the Hancock Park System, 
the Blanchard River Greenway Trail, or the 
Blanchard River. Eligible locations can be found 
in the Hancock Park District’s Seasonal Program 
& Event Guide.   

6. Amateurs of all ages are eligible to participate. 
Photographers age 17 and younger must have 
parental consent for each photograph submission 
via the Photography Contest Entry and Release 
Form. All photographs must be unpublished, must 
not have won any award, and must be submitted 
by the original photographer. Your photograph 
submission certifies that you are the sole owner 
and copyright holder of the photograph. 

7. Each photograph requires a written consent 
for contest submission and publication from 
all persons shown in the photographs via the 
Photography Contest Entry and Release Form.

8. All photographs must be submitted at a 
maximum file size of 5 MB and in .jpeg format. 

9. All entries require the name of the park in which 
the photograph was taken. Entries not listing the 
photograph location will be disqualified. 

10. Employees of the Hancock Park District and 
members of their immediate families are not 
eligible to participate.

WHAT TO ENTER 
Photos should strive to capture the essence of 
your favorite park location in the Hancock Park 
System and may include scenery, buildings, 
animals, or people at the park. 

JUDGING
Photographs will be judged by a panel of up to 
five (5) judges. All photographs will be judged on 
inspirational quality, the placement or arrangement of 
visual elements, and how well photographs convey 
beauty, essence and/or enjoyment. The decision of 
the Hancock Park District and judges is final on all 
matters related to the HPD Photography Contest.  

WINNERS & PRIZES
Judges will evaluate all valid entries and pick the 
12 best photos. The entrants of the top 12 photos 
will be notified of their status within 10 days of 
November 15, 2019. The winning photos will be 
featured in a printed 12-month 2020 calendar. One 
photo will be selected as the Grand Prize winner. 
That photo will appear on the calendar cover and 
the entrant will be awarded a cash prize. All qualified 
entries will appear on www.HancockParks.com 
and the Hancock Park District Facebook page and 
Instagram profile where the public can vote for one 
People’s Choice winner from all qualified entries. 
The photo that receives the most “Likes” on the 
park’s Facebook page between November 4, 2019, 
and December 4, 2019, will be named the People’s 
Choice winner. HPD will notify the People’s Choice 
winner via the email address used to enter the photo 
at time of entry. Winners will receive one printed 
copy of the 2020 calendar. Additional copies will be 
available for purchase by cash or check payable 
to “Hancock Parks Foundation” at the Hancock 
Park District Administrative Office, 1424 East Main 
Cross Street, Findlay, OH 45840. The calendar will 
also be available as a free PDF download at www.
HancockParks.com. The winner of the People’s 
Choice contest will be determined by “Likes” on the 
park’s official Facebook page.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. The Hancock Park District retains sole discretion 

as to what constitutes inappropriate content and 
reserves the right to disqualify a photograph entry. 

Photographs containing recognizable people must 
be accompanied by a signed Photograph Contest 
Entry and Release Form for each person in the 
photograph. 

2. Hancock Park District park regulations apply and 
can be found at www.hancockparks.com. 

3. By entering the HPD Photography Contest, each 
contestant consents to the use of their name 
and/or photograph in any Hancock Park District 
publication, advertisement, or promotion and on 
the website without further notice or compensation. 

4. The Hancock Park District can publish or use 
any submitted photographs at its sole discretion. 
Contestants retain the right to use and publish 
their photographs. 

5. Any activities intended to disrupt or interfere with 
the proper execution of the HPD Photography 
Contest or defraud the Hancock Park District in 
any way will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law. Participants who engage in any of the 
foregoing activities will be disqualified and will 
forfeit any prizes. If the contest is not capable 
of running as planned due to causes beyond 
the control of the Hancock Park District that in 
the sole opinion of the Hancock Park District 
could affect the proper execution of the HPD 
Photography Contest, the Hancock Park District 
reserves the right at its sole discretion to cancel 
or modify the HPD Photography Contest.   

6. Photograph entries must be submitted according 
to rules, guidelines, and terms and conditions 
as stated herein and will be disqualified if not 
followed. Submission of photographs certify 
your awareness of and agreement with rules, 
guidelines, and terms and conditions related to 
the HPD Photography Contest. 

ASSUMPTION OF RISK/
LIABILITY RELEASE/WAIVER 
OF ALL CLAIMS
By registering for the HPD Photography Contest, 
participants assume all risks associated with 
the activity, understand that all risks cannot 
be foreseen, waive all claims or causes of 
action arising from participation and the use 
of photographs by the Hancock Park District 
for promotional purposes, and release the 
Hancock Park District and its agents, employees, 
volunteers, and sponsors and their heirs, 
executors, and assigns from liability. Risks include 
but are not limited to personal property damage, 
bodily injury, loss of life, use or misuse of a prize, 
loss of photograph submissions due to human 
error or technical malfunction, cheating or fraud 
by a participant, typographical or other error in 
the printing of material and correspondence and 
communication as a whole associated with the 
administration of the HPD Photography Contest.

             
         Hancock Park District’s    
   24th Annual Photography Contest

Elizabeth Hoverman was the winner of the HPD 
23rd Annual Photography Contest. This winning 
photo of a red-winged blackbird was captured at 
Riverbend Recreation Area.

DEADLINE TO ENTER: 11:59 PM EST on Friday, November 1, 2019
Entry forms are available online at www.HancockParks.com under “Park News”.



The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com


