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Hancock Park District Staff

Administration Department 419-425-7275
Gary Pruitt, Director
Vicky Stozich, Business Manager
Anne Coburn-Griffis, Marketing Manager
Alice Hailey, Administrative Assistant 
Jamie Shane, Administrative Assistant

Program Department 419-425-7275
Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist
Chris Allen, Program Specialist 
Phillip DeQueiroz, Program Specialist 
Christine Patterson, Program Specialist
 
Park Operations Department
William Patch, Park Operations Manager
River Landings Maintenance Facility
Daniel Lamb, Park Manager West
Lauren Konst, Park Maintenance Technician
Clarence Baker, Park Maintenance Technician 
Duane Shaffer, Park Maintenance Technician
Riverbend Maintenance Facility
Kim Wickman, Riverbend Area Manager
Scott Egbert, Park Manager East
Natural Resource Division
Chad Carroll, Natural Resource Assistant

Hancock Park District  
Board of Park Commissioners
Gary Hirschfeld, Chairperson
Scott Younger, Vice Chairperson
Ed Ingold, Vice Chairperson

Hancock Parks Foundation
Board of Trustees
Richard Kidwell, President  Linda Casey, Trustee
Cameron Williams, Vice President Dave Distel, Trustee
Heather Pendleton, Treasurer  Shane Myers, Trustee
Carol Jastal, Secretary   Scott Younger, Trustee
Mike Brown, Trustee

The Hancock Parks Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that supports the 
Hancock Park District’s programs, parks and recreational facilities. To learn more and 
to make a tax deductible donation, visit www.HancockParks.com or call 419-425-7275.

1 • Hancock Park District Staff & Contact Information

Hancock Park District Office
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, OH 45840

Phone 419-425-7275

 Email Us:  HPDparks@hancockparks.com
Visit Us:  www.HancockParks.com

         /HancockParkDistrict                 /HancockParkDistrict 



Become a Hancock Park District Volunteer Today

Volunteer In The Parks Positions & Opportunities • 2

Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance the 
Hancock Park District? A Volunteer Application 
form for youth and adults, a Volunteer Resource 

Guide, and descriptive volunteer opportunities 
can be found on the HPD website or at the park 
office during business hours. Contact Anne 
Coburn-Griffis, Marketing Manager, at 419-425-
7275 or email acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.
com for more information. The Hancock Park District is seeking volunteers 

with an interest in gardening to help with the 1847 
Period Garden at the McKinnis House this growing 
season. Help is needed with the maintenance and 
care of the herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruits. 
This can include weeding, hoeing and harvesting 
of these items. A staff person will be on hand 
during all work times. 
The work day will be cancelled if it is raining or if 
inclement weather is soon approaching. Feel free to 
call the office at 419-425-7275 and see if the session 
is still on for that day. 
Bring work gloves. Tools 
will be provided, but feel 
free to bring your own.

Work times: 
9–10:30 AM
Thursday, May 23
Wednesday, May 30

2019 Gardening Schedule
1847 Period Garden 
at the McKinnis House

This hands-on, in-the-field approach to 
monitoring environmental changes and 
assisting with habitat restoration gives 
participants a wide range of physical and 
mental activities to participate in. Please 
direct questions and your interest to the 
Natural Resource Assistant at  
HPDparks@hancockparks.com.  

Wildflower Monitoring
Journey through the spectacular stages of 
development for these short-lived woodland 
beauties. Identification and documentation of 
wildflowers will be the primary focus. Dress for 
weather and ground conditions. Participants 
are welcome to attend this free activity with 
no registration required. Monitoring generally 
lasts approximately 1 ½ hours or more and is 
recommended for participants 12 years and up. 
Aeraland Recreation Area
Friday, March 29, 10 AM 
Meet in the main parking lot
Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Friday, April 19, 10 AM
Meet in the main parking lot

Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Friday, April 26, 10 AM
Meet in the main parking lot
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Friday, May 24, 10 AM 
Meet at the Gatehouse

Bird Monitoring
All skill levels are welcome to learn about birds 
or become a better birder. Participants will count 
all observable birds. Hiking distances and times 
will vary, but monitorings typically last from 1–2 

hours. Please be prepared for weather and 
ground conditions. Attend this free activity with 
no registration required. Children under the age 
of 16 should be accompanied by an adult.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Friday, April 5, 10 AM 
Meet at the outdoor fireplace  
by the Discovery Center
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Friday, May 10, 9 AM 
Meet at the Gatehouse

Habitat Restoration
Non-native plants can be very detrimental 
to our parks. Join us as we tackle these 
undesirables at Oakwoods Nature Preserve.  
Specific activities will vary by season and 
weather, but include pulling garlic mustard, 
cutting honeysuckle and privet, and minor limb 
removal. Tools will be provided, but participants 
are encouraged to bring water and work gloves. 
Please call the HPD Administrative Offices at 
419-425-7275 to arrange a time and date that 
can work for you or your organization.

Looking for a service project for your group? HPD has an opportunity, from litter cleanup to living history.



MARCH

2 Saturday
Sky Badge  
for Senior  
Girl Scouts
Scouts will be able 
to complete their Sky badge by 
learning about constellations, 
visiting the portable planetarium 
to learn about light pollution, and 
studying a current space mission.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6–8:30 PM
Required to be a registered CSA 
Free, but register by 1 PM on 
Friday, March 1
Minimum: 2/Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

4 Monday
Discovery Story:  
The Mushroom Fan Club
It’s time for the children to join the 
Mushroom Fan Club and learn all 
about fungi, many of whch will be 
on display. Children will learn how 
different kinds grow, where to find 
them, and how they vary in color, 
shape, size, and scent. Some are 
edible and some are not, so it’s 
best to look, but not touch or eat 
unless you’re sure. There will be a 
story and a craft for children.

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend
Free, registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

9 Saturday
Maple Sugarin’  
Pancake Breakfast
Begin the maple sugarin’ season 
with the sweet taste of all-you-can-
eat pancakes and maple syrup, 
sausage links, juice, and coffee. 
Stopping by the McKinnis Farm is 
the perfect way to enjoy a mid-
winter morning breakfast and some 
fun activities with family, friends, 
and nature. Fruth’s Sugar House 
will be on hand for those who wish 
to purchase maple syrup and other 
maple goodies to take home.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Activity Barn
9–11 AM
All ages welcome
Register by 12 PM on Friday, 
March 8 with $5 per person for 
ages 4 and up; ages 3 and under 
are free
Minimum: 20/Maximum: 100
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

9 Saturday
Maple Sugarin’  
Public Day  
Join the Hancock Park District 
during the only time of the year for 
collecting sap from maple trees. 
We will demonstrate how that 
sweet one-of-a-kind syrup was 
made in the past by pioneers and 
Native Americans. Remember the 
story of maple syrup-making by 
creating a beaded maple leaf key 
chain in the shelter. Walk the trails, 
enjoy the scenic sap science stop, 
visit the McKinnis family home, and 
warm-up in the Activity Barn with a 
hot drink and maple sweets sold by 
Fruths’ Sugarhouse.

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
9 AM–12 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required 
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

16 Saturday
Mysteries of the Maya
Venture into the depths of the 
Yucatan rainforests to find the 
temples of the ancient Maya, 
explore the ruins of a long–gone 
civilization, and learn of their 
mysterious ways. Amaze yourself 
with the highly detailed art and 
architecture, then marvel at their 
amazing mathematical prowess. The 
Mayans were people who lived by 
the stars and the cosmos. Explore 
these ancient people and see the 
world through their eyes in our 
portable planetarium. Participants 
are required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6 PM
Recommended for ages 10 and up
Free, but register by 3 PM on 
Saturday, March 16
Maximum: 25
Phil DeQueiroz
Pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com 

18 Monday
Wee Ones: Salamanders
They’re slippery, slimy, and 
friendly, too. Meet salamanders up 
close and learn about how they’re 
important to the environment. 
Children will enjoy a story, 
activities, and a craft about this 
long amphibian.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free, registration not required
Phil DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

3 • March Program & Event Calendar

Hancock Park District’s Spring Calendar of Programs & Events
March• April• May

There will be ‘fungus amongus’ at the 
Discovery Center on March 4.

During Maple Sugarin’ Public Day on March 9, discover how maple syrup was 
made by pioneers and Native Americans.

Learn the environmental benefits of 
the elusive salamander on March 18.
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24 Sunday
Love is in the Air:  
Open House
It’s that time of year when forests 
turn green, wildflowers pop–up, 
and nature awakes from a long 
winter’s nap What do animals 
have on their mind? Love! Learn 
how local birds, mammals, and 
herps try to find a mate by dancing, 
singing, building, and even chasing 
potential love interests to get 
their attention. Try your hand at 
impressing a potential mate by 
building your own nest with a 
“beak” and making instruments to 
produce frog calls.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

30 Saturday
Take a Walk  
in the Park Day
Join the HPD 
program staff on 
National Take a Walk in the Park 
Day. Hikes will be taking place 
in the morning, afternoon, and 
evening at three different park 
locations. Here’s your chance to 
get out in nature, take in some 
fresh air, and see local flora and 
fauna. Enjoy the parks on one, two, 
or all three of these outings. Trails 
may be wet, muddy, or snowy, so 
please wear proper footwear.

Morning Hike
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Meet at the south parking lot
8 AM
Afternoon Hike
Aeraland Recreation Area
Meet at the trailhead near the 
parking lot
1 PM
Evening Hike
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Meet by the Discovery Center 
porch
7 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

APRIL

1 Monday
Discovery Story: 
Badgers
Discover what makes these 
underground dwellers excellent hole 
diggers. Children will hear a story 
and make their own badger puppet. 
They will also get a closer look at 
the badger fur, skull, and mount.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend 
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com  

 

5 Friday
National 
Dandelion Day
Dandelions are 
one of the most 
recognizable flowers and the most 
prolific, too! Join us on National 
Dandelion Day to learn more about 
these backyard dwellers and why 
they’re important to bees and other 
insects. Dandelion inspired food 
will be available for sampling, and 
yellow flowered related crafts will 
be on hand for the kids.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6:30–8:30 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

6 Saturday
The Spring Sky
J.T. Senghas of the Millstream 
Astronomy Club will present a 
program on the spring sky. Following 
the talk, there will be views of Orion, 
Taurus, Mars, and the spring objects 
rising. Look through their telescopes 
or bring your own. Club members 
can show you how to set them up 
and use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
8 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

7 Sunday
Spring Constellations
Now that spring is here, let’s check 
out the night sky to see what 
constellations will be visible inside 
our planetarium. We’ll find Boötes, 
Leo, Cancer, and more as we go 
deep into space. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
2 PM
All ages welcome
Free, but register by 11 AM on 
Sunday, April 7
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Saturday
Learn to Bird
A Leisure 
Education 
Initiative
Would you like to learn more about 
birds in northwest Ohio? If so, 
here’s your chance to learn bird 
basics. The program will consist of a 
PowerPoint presentation on how to 
look for and identify birds and how 
to use a field guide. Then we’ll go 
outside, hike the trails of Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve, and use our new-
found knowledge to help us with 
birding. Binoculars will be provided, 
or you can bring your own. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–12 PM
Required to be ages 16 and up
Register with $10 by 1 PM on 
Friday, April 12
Minimum: 2/Maximum: 10
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Meet new friends on March 30 during Take a Walk in the Park Day.

Leisure Education Initiative
The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, 
teach fundamental skills, and encourage participation in 
outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime. 

Hike to improve your bird 
identification skills on April 13.
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14 Sunday
Hunting and Trapping: 
Open House
It’s harsh out in the wilderness, and 
it’s a pioneer’s job to make a living 
in this vast, untamed land. Come 
out and learn how pioneers hunted 
different kinds of game and the 
wildlife they encountered on their 
expeditions. See how they used 
the animals they caught for trade, 
clothes, and much more. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Phil DeQueiroz
Pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

17 Wednesday
Painting Workshop: 
Spring is Buzzing
Spring is Buzzing will be the 
focus of this art workshop. Let 
your creative juices flow as you 
paint a northwest Ohio scene on 
wood. Awakening Minds Art will 
provide step-by-step instructions. 
All necessary art supplies will be 
provided. Light refreshments will 
be served.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge 
6–8 PM
Required to be ages 16 and up
Register with $30 per person by 1 
PM on Tuesday, April 16
Minimum: 5 /Maximum: 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

28 Sunday
Pond Life: Open House
Some animals like to live where 
it stays wet. Our local ponds are 
teaming with life. Come out to 
Oakwoods to learn about the 
animals that live below the surface 
in our ponds and lakes. Meet our 
resident turtles and frogs. Learn 
how to assess a pond’s overall 
health and why our waterways are 
so important to the environment.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

29 Monday
Wee Ones: Scales and 
Tails and Fabulous Fish
Has your child looked into a pond 
or lake and wondered about the 
animals that live there? Come out 
to Oakwoods to explore the world 
of scales and tails and fabulous 
fish. Children will get to play some 
fishy games, listen to a story and 
make a fishy friend to take home.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free, registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

MAY

4 Saturday
23rd Annual Fish Festival
Young anglers can try their luck as 
the Hancock Park District hosts its 
23rd Annual Fish Festival. Trout 
stocking will take place prior to 
the event courtesy of the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Fisheries Division. Fishing will be 
allowed by bank only. Children 
must do the fishing, but limited 
adult assistance is permitted. All 
state fishing rules and regulations 
must be followed. Anglers are 
asked to take home the first five 
trout they catch. No catch and 
release is permitted. Live bait 

will be for sale on site. The Fish 
Festival will be held rain or shine, 
except in the event of extreme 
weather conditions. Throughout 
the morning, registered participant 
names will be drawn for random 
prize drawings. Winners must be 
present to win. Sponsors of this 
year’s Fish Festival are ODNR 
Division of Wildlife, WFIN/WKXA/
The Fox and Centennial Screen 
Printing and Engraving. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Lakefront Activity Center
8–11 AM
Required to be ages 4 to 15 with 
an adult companion
Free with registration starting 
at 7:30 AM at Lakefront Activity 
Center
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

4 Saturday
Spring Disc  
Golf Tournament
Join us at the Riverbend Disc Golf 
Course for a back to the basics 
2-disc challenge. Pick your two 
most versatile discs. You will be 
using those two discs for both 
rounds. There are no replacing 
lost discs. If you lose a disc during 
the round, you have 3 minutes 
to find the disc. If it’s not found, 
you’ll continue on with your one 
remaining disc. There will be an 
optional Ace fund of $1. Post event 
throw off if not won during the 2 
rounds. One-hour lunch break in 
between rounds.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5 

On-site registration begins at 9 AM
Players meeting promptly at  
9:45 AM; event starts at 10 AM
Register with $20 per participant 
the day of the tournament
All ages welcome; children must 
be accompanied by a participating 
adult
Hugh Bockbrader
419–304–2177
Hugh@laserperfection.net

4 Saturday
Star Wars  
Planetarium 
Party
Upon arriving, 
you’ll attend a Star 
Wars themed planetarium show. 
Afterwards, you’ll get a chance 
to make your own light saber 
and Porg craft and dine on outer 
space inspired treats. Dressing 
up as your favorite beyond-the-
galaxy character is encouraged. 
Participants are required to 
sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
Show times 6:30 PM & 8:30 PM
Required to be ages 4 and up
Register with $4 per person by 1 
PM on Friday, May 3
Maximum: 25 per show time
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Paint to impress your own spring 
scene on April 17.

Party in the planetarium with your favorite Star Wars characters on May 4.
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5 Sunday
Tools and Tonics:  
Open House
Its tonic making time. Join 
the McKinnis family and their 
neighbors as they gather greens 
to make tonics. Tonics were used 
to maintain well-being, help the 
sick, and even clean your house! 
Discover the one that helps with 
boils and the one that makes you 
visit the privy more often. Mr. 
Radabaugh will be getting tools 
ready in the workshop for the 
upcoming planting season.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required 
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

8 Wednesday
Disc Golf 
Workshop
Here is your chance 
to learn how to play 
disc golf with several experienced 
players from the Findlay Disc Golf 
Association. Bring your own discs 
or borrow some that will be on 
hand. You’ll learn some different 
ways to throw and how to choose 
the disc you need for each stage 
of the game. Join us for a relaxing 
evening of fun and learning.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
6:30–8:30 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

11 Saturday
Youth Archery 
Workshop
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. 
All necessary equipment and 
targets will be provided. You’ll 
have the opportunity to learn the 
basics of archery along with safety 
measures, while shooting arrows 
at several targets with a compound 
bow. How close to your target can 
you get? Sign–up and find out.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
9–10 AM

Required to be ages 9–17
Register with $10 per child by 4 
PM on Friday, May 10
Maximum: 10
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Monday
Wee Ones: Down on  
the Funny Farm
Come on down to the Funny Farm 
and learn about farm animals, what 
each animal does on the farm, 
and create your own creatures 
for YOUR own farm! We’ll have 
animal fun facts, farming fun facts, 
and crafts that will exercise your 
creativity and provide knowledge 
about how to become an animal 
farmer. Children will also partake 
in a story.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

18 Saturday
Full Blue Moon Hike
Let’s hit the trails and enjoy a 
spring evening in the park by the 
light of not just any old full moon. 
Since this is the third of four full 

moons in this season, it’s known 
as a blue moon. This rare calendar 
event only happens once every 
few years, giving rise to the term, 
“once in a blue moon.” We’ll keep 
our ears open for hooting owls and 
singing frogs.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
7 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

19 Sunday
Dinosaur Day:  
Open House 
Dinosaurs are more than you 
think they are. Join us millions 
of years into the past in search 
of prehistoric beasts, monsters, 
and more importantly, dinosaurs. 

See real fossils, talk with a real 
paleontologist, and learn about the 
amazing creatures of the past. You 
might even find your own fossil.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Phil DeQueiroz
Pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

20 Monday
Discovery Story: 
Dinosaurs
Do you like dinosaurs, perhaps 
the spiked Stegosaurus, or the 
super tall Brachiosaurus, or the 
fast Velociraptor, or maybe the 
terrifying Tyrannosaurus? Let’s 
take a journey millions of years ago 
when dinosaurs ruled the earth and 
talk about our favorite dinosaurs. 
Learn about their world, the things 
they ate, and the bones they left 
behind.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend 
Free, registration not required
Phil DeQueiroz
Pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

25 Saturday
Telescopes 101
Don Trinko of the Millstream 
Astronomy Club will present a 
program on “Telescopes 101.” 
Following the talk, there will be 
viewing of the spring constellations 
and other objects in the night sky. 
Look through their telescopes or 
bring your own. Club members can 
show you how to set them up and 
use them. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
9 PM
All ages welcome
Free, registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Ages 9–17 can learn the basics of archery on the shore of Dold Lake on May 11.

Haven’t hiked in a blue moon? May 
18 is your chance.
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May 1
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at the Discovery Center porch
May 8  
Riverbend Recreation Area  
Meet on the north side of the 
Big Oaks parking area
May 15 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods 
Meet at the Gatehouse
May 22  
Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Meet in the parking area
May 29  
Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Meet at the E. Edgar St. parking area
June 5
Aeraland  Recreation Area
Meet on the south side 
of the parking area
June 12
Blanchard Landing
Meet in the parking area 
June 19
Waterfalls Area 
Meet in the E. Main Cross  
parking area
June 26
Liberty Landing
Meet in the parking area
July 3
HPD Administrative Office
Meet in the front parking area
July 10
Emory Adams Park
Meet in the south parking area
nearest the footbridge
July 17
Great Karg Well Historical Site
Meet in the parking area
July 24
Riverbend Recreation Area
Meet in the Oxbow Bend Activity 
Area parking area

July 31
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking area
August 7 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Meet in south parking area 
August 14
Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Meet at the E. Edgar St. parking area
August 21
Aeraland Recreation Area
Meet on the south side  
of the parking area
August 28
Blanchard Landing 
Meet in the parking area
September 4
Liberty Landing
Meet in the parking area
September 11
Eastpoint Area
Meet in the parking area
September 18 
HPD Administrative Office
Meet in the front parking area
September 25
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Meet at Dold Lake/front parking area

October 2 
Emory Adams Park
Meet in the south parking area  
near the footbridge
October 9 
Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Meet in the parking area
October 16
Great Karg Well Historical Site
Meet in the parking area
October 23 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Meet on the north side of 
Big Oaks Activity Area 
parking area

October 30
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Meet at the Discovery Center porch

Art in the Park: Plein Air Gatherings
The Plein Air Gatherings are an opportunity for artists to get together and paint or draw outdoors “en 
plein air” in Hancock County parks. All adult artists who use any medium conducive to working outdoors 
are welcome. If you are new to plein air painting or would like to try it but are hesitant to go out on your 
own, these gatherings are a perfect opportunity to meet and work with experienced plein air artists.  
Bring whatever supplies and equipment you need and dress for ground and weather conditions. There is 
no fee or registration. It is not necessary to attend every session—come when you can. In case of rain, 
the session is cancelled. Gatherings will be held weekly on Wednesdays from 9–11 AM on the following 
dates in 2019:



Ages 3–6
Tuesday, July 2
Toddler Adventure  
in the Outdoors
Toddlers and their grownup will 
share time together and make a 
memory that’ll last a lifetime. We’ll 
spend time outside on the trails 
getting a feel for nature and playing 
in the fossil play area. Learn what’s 
in the Discovery Center and enjoy 
some hands–on activities. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring a 
reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–12 PM or 1–4 PM
Required to be ages 3–6 with an 
adult companion; adults do not 
need to register
Register with $10 per child with 
your preferred time choice by 9 AM 
on Monday, July 1
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 15 per session
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

Ages 4–5 
Monday, July 22 & 
Tuesday, July 23
Fantastic Five Camp
Eyes like a hawk, nose like a fox…
all animals have their own special 
sensory powers, and guess what? 
So do you! We’ll focus on our five 
main senses and use those senses 
to explore the world around us. 
We’ll look high in the sky and down 

in the dirt, open our ears to the 
sounds in the forest, and practice 
our powers of observation. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring a 
reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–12 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Friday, July 19
Minimum: 5/Maximum 15
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Ages 6–8 
Tuesday, June 11–
Thursday, June 13
Let’s Wing It Camp
Why doesn’t a woodpecker get a 
concussion? How can a falcon fly 
so fast? Could a hawk see an ant 
from the top of a 10–story building? 
Sharpen your “owl eyes” to find out 
about our feathered friends. Camp 
will include a day of bird watching 
where we’ll learn all about them and 
even make our own bird feeders to 
take home. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a sack lunch and a 
reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $36 per person by 9 
AM on Monday, June 10
Minimum: 5/Maximum 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com 

Tuesday, July 9 & 
Wednesday, July 10
Pioneer Kids Camp
Let’s transport back 172 years to see 
what life was like for kids in 1847. 
We’ll explore chores like gathering 
water and emptying the chamber pot, 
make snacks, sugar cookies, and 
fried apples, and see how it relates 
to today’s world. Pioneer games 
will be played and history inspired 
crafts will be made. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $25 per child by 9 
AM on Monday, July 8
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 16
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com 
 
Ages 6–12 
Monday, June 24
Adventure Day Camp: 
Bees and Blooms
Dive into the world of flowers and 
their frequent visitor, the bee. 
Campers will get a closer look at 
flowers and pollen as we dissect 
them and press them as keepsakes. 
Then we’ll look at bees and how 
their world revolves around these 
summertime blooms. Bee inspired 
games and pollen inspired crafts 
will also take place. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.

Aeraland Recreation Area
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Friday, June 21
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Tuesday, June 25
Adventure Day Camp: 
Wilderness Scout
Have you always wanted to go 
to camp, but you weren’t ready 
to sleep out under the stars? 
Well, come on out to this camp. 
Campers will get a chance to 
explore wilderness skills, including 
knot tying, outdoor cooking, 
navigation, and track reading. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Monday, June 24
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Wednesday, June 26
Adventure Day Camp: 
Wet ‘n’ Wild
Explore a local stream like never 
before. We’ll hike to a local 
stream and discover all sorts of 
creatures, big and small! Learn 
how to find, handle, and identify 
macroinvertebrates, while using 
these creatures as a way to 
determine if the water is healthy or 
unhealthy. We’ll be getting wet and 
exploring wildlife in our backyard! 
Bring an extra set of clothes, towel, 
and closed-toed shoes for exploring 
the stream. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a sack lunch and a 
reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6 to 12
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Tuesday, June 25
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

SuMmER
   CaMpS

Save the dates:

Does your child dig fossils? Is your child a budding artist or active adventurer? Does your 
child love to discover the natural world, outdoors by land or water? If you said “yes” to any of 
the above, then register for one (or all) 2019 Summer Camps.
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Thursday, June 27
Adventure Day Camp: 
Fossil Finders
Dinosaurs, mammoths, and 
prehistoric monsters galore and 
they’re all hiding underneath 
your feet. Become a junior 
paleontologist and learn about the 
mysterious world of our Earth’s 
past. You’ll explore the different 
time periods, rocks formed during 
those time periods, and the plants 
and animals that lived in them. 
Then you’ll learn where the best 
places are for finding fossils. You’ll 
also be able to make your own 
fossils. So, it’s time to jump back 
in time with Fossil Finders. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable water 
bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM Wednesday, June 26
Minimum: 6 /Maximum: 20
Phil DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@hancockparks.com

Friday, June 28
Adventure Day Camp: 
The Art in Me
This day camp will allow kids 
to experience the art in nature, 
while enjoying a day in the park. 
Campers will go on a scavenger 
hunt as they hike the trails looking 
for shapes, color, and wildlife. 
They’ll sketch in their nature art 
books and collect a few items 
that nature has cast–off to make 
a nature treasure. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Riverbend Recreation Area 
Shelter 3
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Thursday, June 27
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockpark.com

Monday, August 5
Adventure Day Camp: 
Hooray for Herps
Campers will get in–depth about 
three groups of amphibians and 
reptiles—frogs, turtles, and snakes! 
The HPD’s own animal collection 
will be front and center as we 
study what they eat, their body 
coverings, and where to find them 
in the parks. Herp inspired crafts 
and games will also take place. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Friday, August 2
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Tuesday, August 6
Adventure Day Camp: 
Tracks and Traces
Take a walk through the park 
looking for tracks, searching for 
signs, and exploring the different 
forms of animal communication. 
We’ll meet live animals, examine 
real animal artifacts, and learn 
about unique adaptations that help 
local wildlife catch prey and escape 
predators. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a sack lunch and 
a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Monday, August 5
Minimum: 5/Maximum 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Wednesday, August 7
Adventure Day Camp: 
Wild About Nature
Kids will hike the trails, explore 
nature, and find things to play 
with and handle, while practicing 
safety at the same time. They’ll get 
a chance to make a bug house, 
learn about edible things in nature 
like fungus, flowers, and fruits and 
how it’s best to look, but not touch 
or eat unless you’re sure, and help 
nature by cleaning along the trails. 
A game using recyclable materials 
will be played and crafts will be 
made. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a reusable water 
bottle and sack lunch.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM Tuesday, August 6
Minimum: 4/Maximum 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

Thursday, August 8
Adventure Day Camp: 
Survival Camp
Do you have what it takes to live 
in the wild? Are you ready for an 
adventure? If so, join other campers 
to learn the tips and tricks you’ll 
need to survive in the outdoors. 
Learn how to identify edible plants 
and mushrooms and why it’s best 
to look, but not touch or eat unless 
you’re sure, how to set-up the 
ideal campsite, and how to sustain 
yourself in the wilderness. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring a 
reusable water bottle and sack lunch.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Wednesday, August 7
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Phil DeQueiroz
pdequeiroz@
hancockparks.com

Friday, August 9
Adventure Day Camp: 
In–seine for Science
Fish biology, dissections, and 
microscopes. Explore 
the aquatic food web 
through fish dissections, 
use art to examine external    

fish anatomy, and zoom in on 
the microorganisms that support 
all aquatic life. We’ll learn about 
and practice Gyotaku, the art of 
fish printing, on t–shirts so that 
we can wear and share our new 
knowledge with others. Participants 
will also have the opportunity 
to collect samples of plankton 
and examine, identify, and draw 
specimens using a microscope. 
We’ll tie it all together with a 
discussion and 3D modeling of the 
aquatic food web! Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Register with $15 per child by 9 
AM on Thursday, August 8
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Ages 12–14 
Monday, June 17
History of Sports  
and Games
Campers will get a historical look 
into sports and games and play as 
the pioneers and Native Americans 
did. See what sports have been 
around for centuries, such as 
lacrosse, and learn about new 
sports that the pioneers played. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a reusable water bottle.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Shelter
1–4 PM
Register with $10 per child by 3 
PM on Friday, June 14
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com
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Ages 10–13 
Wednesday, July 17 & 
Thursday, July 18 
Summer Fun and 
Overnight Campout
Here is a chance for kids to enjoy 
learning outdoor skills in the area 
of archery and canoeing along with 
having an overnight campout. Kids 
will try their hand at archery and 
test their skills to get a bullseye 
and pop balloons on the target. 
Campers will set up their own tents 
as they prepare for the overnight 
campout. They’ll venture out on the 
trails and hike at different times of 
the day. Kids will become outdoor 
chefs as they get hands–on to 
making their own meals, from 
gathering wood to make the fire 
to cooking hot dogs, fruit pizzas 
and more over a fire. On day two, 

they’ll head to the water and get 
their chance at exploring Dold 
Lake in a canoe and kayak and 
also play water games. Snacks 
will be provided, but please bring 
a reusable water bottle and sack 
lunch. Supper, breakfast and lunch 
on the second day will be provided. 
Also bring an extra set of clothes, 
pj’s, towel, extra shoes, sunscreen, 
and bug spray. 
Wednesday: Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve, Discovery Center
Thursday: Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve, Dold Lake
9 AM Wednesday–3 PM Thursday
Register with $40 per child by 9 AM 
Tuesday, July 16.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 15
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com 

The Program Department is excited to help you and your scouts 
complete their badges, achievements and electives. Below is a list of 

what we can offer to your group (by scouting levels). Programs will vary 
from 1 - 1½ hours. Please contact Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist, at 

mrumschlag@hancockparks.com or call 419-425-7275  
to schedule a program.

CUB SCOUTS & BOY SCOUTS
Tigers

Adventure:
My Tiger Jungle

Tigers in the Wild
Elective Adventure:

Sky is the Limit
Tiger Tales

Wolves
Adventure: Paws on the Path

Elective Adventures:
Digging in the Past
Grow Something

Bears
Adventure:

Fur, Feathers, and Ferns

Elective Adventure:
A Bear Goes Fishing

Super Science

Webelos
Webelos Adventure: Webelos Walkabout

Webelos/Arrow of Light Elective Adventure:
Adventures in Science

Earth Rocks!
Into the Wild

Into the Woods

BOY SCOUTS
HPD program staff are merit badge counselors in: Astronomy, Bird 
Study, Environmental Study, Fish & Wildlife Management, Insect 

Study, Mammal Study, Nature, Reptile & Amphibian Study
 

GIRL SCOUTS 
Daisy

Petals: Rosie & Clover

Brownies
Badges: Bugs, Senses & Hiker

Juniors
Badges: Flowers, Gardener, Camper, Animal Habitats  

& Playing the Past

Cadettes
Badges: Trees, Trailblazing & Night Owl

Seniors
Badges: Sky

SCOUT PROGRAMS
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                                                      Do you have a die-hard admiration 
for frogs, snakes, turtles, and salamanders? Then join Project Scale 
Watch, an in-depth summer program in which you learn about what 
it takes to be a field herpetologist (a person who studies reptiles 
and amphibians). You’ll learn about our scaley friends’ place in the 
local ecology and get some first-hand experience working like a real 
conservationist. This consists of taking data and photographing live 
specimens, as well as noting where the animal was found, at what 
time of day, and during what weather conditions. Some herps may be 
handled to get better observations and to help participants learn how to 
identify local species of herps. After learning, exploring, and collecting 
data, participants will be expected to create a presentation board, to 
be given on that Saturday. Snacks will be provided, but please bring 
a sack lunch and a reusable water bottle. Supplies needed: note book 
pencil, and back pack for carrying belongings. Participants must wear 
rubber boots or muck boots, long pants, and are encouraged to bring 
sunscreen, insect repellent, a hat, and an extra set of clothes.
Tuesday: Oakwoods Nature Preserve, Discovery Center
Wednesday: Litzenberg Memorial Woods, Shelter
Thursday: Riverbend Recreation Area, Shelter 3
Friday: Oakwoods Nature Preserve, Discovery Center
Saturday: Oakwoods Nature Preserve, Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM; weekdays
10 AM–2 PM Saturday
Required to be ages 13-16
Free, but register by 9 AM on Friday, July 5
Minimum: 2/Maximum: 10

PROJECT Scale
Watch

Monday, July 9– 
Saturday, July 13



Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public programs 
being conducted by HPD staff and 
volunteers. Watch The Courier for 
monthly ads with complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs can 
be made online or by calling the 
HPD office. Credit cards may be 
used online to register for a program 
that requires payment. Check or 
exact cash is also accepted and 
can be either mailed to or dropped 
off at the HPD office. A mail slot is 
also available for receiving cash 
or check payment after hours. You 
will not be registered for a program 
until payment is received. Make 
checks payable to the Hancock Park 
District. HPD cannot accept bills 
larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office to 
schedule a program several weeks 
in advance. Programs can take 
place at park locations and offsite, 
depending on the subject matter. 
Requested programs are free, 
unless the requesting group is out of 
Hancock County. A charge of $2 per 
person or $50 minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted in 
your classroom, school or a variety 
of park locations. Check out our 
school programs brochure for a 
complete list of programs that help 
achieve Ohio Academic Content 
Standards. Please contact the 
HPD office if you are bringing a 
large group of students to the park. 
There is no charge if you are a 
Hancock County school.

 
 
 
 
 

Program Fee  
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will 
be issued if the customer cancels 
prior to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.
Refunds under $20 may be made 
in cash. If payment was made by 
credit card, the credit card fee will 
not be refunded. Refunds will not 
be made to the credit card, but will 
be made via check processed by 
the Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 
When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at  
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program. 
All programs will be canceled 
if a Tornado Watch or Tornado 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program.
All programs will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of the 
program. Even if conditions improve 
following the program cancellation, 
the program will remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
for that day will be cancelled. Visit 
weather.gov and search “Findlay, 
OH” to see if an advisory has been 
issued for the day or evening of  
the program.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

THE POWER OF PROGRAMS
You don’t have to go far to experience the Hancock Park 
System. Besides the fact that the parks are a local resource, 
why participate in programs presented by the Hancock Park 
District or use them as a learning tool in your classroom?

Our programs are 
mostly held outside. 
That means you:
• Get to be in the fresh air
• Enjoy the flora and fauna  

around them
• Experience lower noise levels 

and sounds of nature
• Feel the warmth of the sun

Many of our programs 
are free or at a low cost.

Many of our programs are 
for all ages, everyone can 
join us, no one is excluded. 

You can learn 
something new,  
try something new or 
something you haven’t 
done in a long time...
programs that teach 
archery, kayaking, 
painting and yoga, 
for instance.

We have 
everything set 
up and ready for 
you—you just 
need to register 
and join in.

www.HancockParks.com
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Riverbend Shelter 3

Riverbend Shelter 1

Riverbend Lakefront Activity Center

Riverbend Shelter 2

Riverbend Shelter 4 

Riverbend Shelter 5 

Riverbend Shelter 6 

Riverbend Shelter 7 

CLOSED: REOPENS 2019



Riverside Waterfalls Pavilion 

Riverbend Campground Riverbend Gazebo

Litzenberg Activity Barn

Riverbend Brugeman Lodge

Litzenberg Shelter
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Aeraland Recreation Area
Located at 1141 Township Road 243, 
Fostoria
Aeraland is a rural county park in a quiet 
country setting that provides an opportunity to 
hike and picnic in relative isolation and solitude. 
Aeraland Recreation Area’s passive nature is 
balanced by the Arcadia Soccer Club’s use of 
several acres for youth soccer.

Blanchard Landing
Located on State Route 235, south of U.S. 
Route 224 West
Blanchard Landing is a popular starting or 
stopping point for canoeists and kayakers. As a 
wayside destination, it offers relative isolation and 
solitude. Visitors can escape for a while and enjoy 
fishing, picnicking, and the sounds of silence.

Blanchard River Greenway 
Trail (BRGT)
The BRGT supports walking and bicycling 
along the Blanchard River Greenway. Trail 
sections include Clinton Court to Riverside Park 
Waterfront, River Walk, High Street and Cory 
Street to Howard Street and Broad Avenue 
with a connection to River Landings, Riverview 
Walk, and West Point. 

Blanchard River  
Nature Preserve
Located at 22006 County Road 17, Forest
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an 
undeveloped natural area. It includes 7,200 linear 
feet of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres of 
wooded riparian floodplain, and riparian oxbow 
wetlands and vernal pools that provide excellent, 
high-quality aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is a special 
place unlike any other in the Hancock Park 
System. Even though the Hancock Park District 
maintains a strong emphasis on environmental 
preservation, visitation and use is limited to 
boating and fishing via a primitive river access 
site and hiking, bird watching, and landscape and 
wildlife photography along a quiet walkway. 

Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Located on Edgar Street and Bank Street
Named for the heavy, bluish clay mined from the 
property in the early 1900s, Blue Rock serves 
as a neighborhood nature preserve and oasis 
offering an escape from the hustle and bustle of 
life—even if for a little while. Visitors enjoy hiking 
and bird watching along the Lady Bug Loop 
Trail, and perhaps a bench and a book.

 

Bright Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River at 10184 
Township Road 244
Bright Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities, created 
to protect water quality, expand wildlife habitat, 
and provide natural beauty. Located relatively 
close to Bright Conservation Area are Riverbend 
Conservation Area, Riverbend Recreation Area, 
and Lehman Conservation Area. Collectively, 
they form an impressive 220-acre outdoor 
complex along the banks of the Blanchard River.

Centennial Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Cross Avenue, east of Blanchard Street
Centennial Park provides access to an outdoor 
exercise area that creates an enjoyable and 
balanced fitness regimen when combined 
with walking, running, or bicycling along the 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail. 

Civitan Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Taylor Street, south of Clinton Court
Civitan Park serves as a neighborhood park 
with community-wide access to active play 
facilities, including a playground, a basketball 
court, and a multi-use trail. 
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Eastpoint Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, west of Bright Road
Eastpoint Area affords the opportunity for 
fishing, canoeing and kayaking, and picnicking. 
It also serves as a wayside destination for 
resting, relaxing, and enjoying the waterfront. 

Great Karg Well Historical Site
Located along the Blanchard River  
on Liberty Street
The Great Karg Well Historical Site contains a 
historical monument honoring the great Karg 
well (1886). As a quiet wayside destination, Karg 
Well offers access to the river. From the canoeist 
and kayaker perspective, Karg Well serves as a 
rest area before continuing downstream. 

Heritage Trail
The Heritage Trail covers approximately 20 miles  
as it follows the Blanchard River for much of its route  
with connections to Riverside Park Waterfront and  
Riverbend Recreation Area. Trail surfaces range 
from paved asphalt and concrete to grass and dirt  
while leading hikers through parks, urban areas, 
and the countryside. The South Unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods, which serves as the primary trail 
head is located on U.S. Route 224 West. 

Indian Green–Worden Family 
Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River on U.S. 
Route 224 West
Indian Green–Worden Family Conservation 
Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities. It was created to preserve the 
natural area along the Blanchard River, expand 
wildlife habitat, and afford access to a rare 
natural section of the Heritage Trail shared by 
the south unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods.

Jackson Landing
Located along the Blanchard River at 
16894 Township Road 173
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped natural 
area along the Blanchard River. It serves as a 
landing option and rest area for canoeists and 
kayakers paddling the Blanchard River Water 
Trail from Blanchard River Nature Preserve to 
Riverbend Recreation Area and beyond. 

Lehman Conservation Area
Located at 16428 Township Road 208
Lehman Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities. It was 
created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty.  Located 
relatively close to Lehman Conservation Area 
are Riverbend Recreation Area, Riverbend 
Conservation Area, and Bright Conservation 
Area. Collectively, they form an impressive 220-
acre outdoor complex along the banks of the 
Blanchard River. 

Lawrence Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, south 
of the intersection of State Route 568 and 
Township Road 236
Lawrence Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities. It was 
created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty. 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods offers the perfect  
hike for spotting wildflowers, including Silene 
virginica, the fire pink, a wildflower in the pink 
family, Caryophyllaceae.

Hancock Park District’s conservation areas provide 
important habitat for native wildlife.



Liberty Landing
Located along the Blanchard River on 
Township Road 89, west of County Road 140
Liberty Landing is a popular starting point for  
canoeists and kayakers. As a wayside 
destination with a quiet country feel, visitors 
enjoy fishing, picnicking, and the sights and 
sounds of nature.

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Located at 6100 U.S. Route 224 West
Litzenberg Memorial Woods is characterized 
by rolling countryside, wooded ravines, and a 
grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, and sky. 
It blends the rich agricultural heritage with 
conservation and wildlife, education and history, 
hiking and exploration, picnicking and play, and 
social gatherings and special events to create a 
unique destination. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Located at 1400 Oakwoods Lane
Oakwoods is an outdoor complex that contains 
diverse habitat, nature trails, and two lakes 
all anchored by the Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center. Wetlands, woodlands, and 
prairie create a place for discovery and form a 
natural attraction full of seasonal beauty that 
supports wildlife, environmental education, and 
nature based outdoor recreation. 

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
Sawmills, gristmills, and waterpower shaped 
a region for Native Americans and settlers 
and carved an area out of the Ohio wilderness 
bounded by rivers and the Great Black Swamp. 
As history tells it, the earliest known settler 
of Hancock County was a Frenchman by the 
name of Jean Jacques Blanchard who arrived 
in 1769. In 1908, William “Tell” Taylor wrote 
“Down by the Old Mill Stream” while sitting 
on the banks of the Blanchard River. Life 
prospered from the river, villages and cities 
grew, and transportation moved people and 
goods to build the economy. Today, the Old 
Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 52 miles 
through Hancock and Putnam counties, while 
showcasing the Blanchard River, natural 
resources, and parks and recreation with a nice 
blend of cultural and historic attractions along 
the way. 

Riverbend Recreation Area 
Located at 16618 Township Road 208
Riverbend is a year-round recreation area 
offering diverse facilities and a wide range 
of outdoor recreation opportunities and 
experiences. What was once solely floodplain, 
forest, and farmland is now a popular park and 
recreation destination. 

Riverbend Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west of 
the intersection of Township Road 207 and 
Township Road 244
Riverbend Conservation Area is an 
undeveloped natural area with no support 
facilities. It was created for wetland mitigation 
and restoration and conservation purposes 
aimed at preserving the watershed along the 
Blanchard River. The land is rich in habitat and 
natural beauty.

River Landings
Located at 700 Fox Street
Besides being the location of a maintenance 
facility, River Landings serves as a wayside for 
rest and relaxation, presents opportunities for 
play and picnicking, and serves as a trail head 
for a wide range of multi-use trail activities. 

Visitors to the McKinnis House at Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods can witness living history c. 1847, 
from woodstove cooking to the herb garden.
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Riverside Park Waterfront
Located at 231 McManness Avenue, north 
of East Main Cross Street
Riverside is a historic and popular destination 
for walking and picnicking within an environment 
intermingled with the sounds of urban life and 
nature and it remains the crown jewel among 
parks located along the Blanchard River 
Greenway.

Vogelsong Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west 
of the bridge at State Route 568 and 
Township Road 236
Vogelsong Conservation Area is an 
undeveloped natural area with no support 
facilities. It was created to protect water quality, 
expand wildlife habitat, and provide natural 
beauty.

Waterfalls Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, east of 
McManness Avenue
This area provides a soothing respite among 
the waterfall and majestic Sycamore trees, while 
accommodating picnicking, walking along the 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail, and launching, 
landing, and portaging canoes and kayaks. 

Open Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day
and Holidays, 1 to 7 PM

Zonta Landing Boat Rentals at Riverside Park has canoes, kayaks, and 
pedal boats for rent on weekends and holidays from 1 to 7 p.m. from 
Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. The standard boat rental 
fee is $5 per ½ hour for canoes, kayaks, and pedal boats.
The Special Float Trip Option is $20 per canoe or $10 per solo kayak 
for approximately two hours. Float trips begin and end at Zonta Landing. 
Boating is limited to an area upstream past the Findlay Country Club 
golf course, Eastpoint Area, and Vogelsong Conservation Area to State 
Route 568/Sandusky Street Bridge and back.

Like us to catch updates and announcements 
#hancockparkdistrict

Zonta Landing 
Boat Rentals



The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit  www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com


