
Natural History and Areas
Melting glaciers millions of years ago 
left the Oakwoods area a flat, wooded 
landscape. Trees are only growing in inches 
of soil over bedrock. The “hills” are made 
from dirt and rock spoil from the old quarry 
(Shank Lake) and are now covered with 
natural, second-growth vegetation. 

A prairie, established in October of 
1985, was planted by a local Boy 
Scout Career Explorer Post from seeds 
originally collected from other northwest 
Ohio prairies. The seeds were hardened 
(winterized) and then during the following 
spring 22 types of prairie plants were 
planted.  Be sure to visit the Prairie all 
seasons, especially when late summer 
breezes sway the tall grasses and colorful 
wildflowers.

Meadows are managed for food and nesting 
cover for small woodland animals like rabbit, 
fox, squirrels, and owls. The meadow areas 
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Findlay Police Department 419-424-7150
Hancock County Sheriff .... 419-422-2424
Service Ranger Pager .........419-412-4924

     (after the series of beeps, put in your number,  
hang up & they will call back)

Life Threatening Emergencies .............911
HPD Headquarters ............419-425-PARK
                          (7275)Monday thru Friday, 8am to 4:30pm

A Reason for Being
As Hancock County’s principal outdoor recreation 
agency, the Hancock Park District has basic respon-
sibilities for park and recreational resources. Created 
by Hancock Probate Court at the request of the City 
of Findlay and Hancock County in 1970, the Hancock 
Park District is a special district of the State of Ohio. 
Protecting the environment and improving outdoor 
recreation opportunities close to home are of interest to 
the Board of Park Commissioners. The Hancock Park 
District works in cooperation with county villages and 
cities to ensure the wisest and most economical choic-
es in managing all our scenic, historic, and recreational 
resources. The heritage is a public trust for residents of 
Hancock County, now and in the future. 

Parks for All Seasons, All People
The Hancock Park District welcomes, encourages, 
and supports participants in all activities. The Han-
cock Park District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or 
disability in its provision of service.

Most parks in the Hancock Park District have been 
acquired and/or developed with the assistance of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund of the U. S. Department of 
Interior, National Park Service, matched by local support.

Hancock Park District Headquaters
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840
419-425-PARK/7275 (24 hrs.)
419-423-5811 fax
www.HancockParks.com
HPD office hours: 8am-4:30pm

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
are another prime example of the Hancock 
Park District’s commitment to preservation 
and restoration of high quality habitat. 

Woodlands continue to be in transition 
as open areas reclaim themselves and 
the forested areas slowly change from a 
softwood forest of box-elder, sycamore, 
hackberry, and poplar trees to hardwoods of 
oaks, walnut, and maple.
  
Prime farmland still surrounds the Nature 
Preserve and will continue to be farmed for 
some time. In the future, the farmland will 
be allowed to succeed back to its natural 
state along the edges surrounding the prairie 
area to provide more diversity to the site.    

Two old stone quarries are enclosed on the 
property. Dold Lake, 4-acres, and Shank 
Lake, 9-acres, were both quarried for stone 
for railroad beds. Both lakes provide good 
fishing including bass, catfish, bluegill, 
and crappie, and are under a management 

plan with the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Wildlife.

Park Heritage
Originally a privately owned picnic, 
recreational, and fishing area, Oakwoods 
is a successful preservation effort. The 
HPD has blended the natural elements of 
the property, reaffirming its commitment 
to protect nature from manmade hazards 
while still allowing the public to enjoy and 
appreciate it. Grants and private donations 
helped the HPD purchase the original 67-
acres of woods and lake in 1984, opening to 
the public on October 13, 1985. Additional 
property has been acquired over the years. 
A railroad roundhouse, tracks, and building 
were located in the area of the Discovery 
Center, but were destroyed by fire in 
1916. Nature has since reclaimed the stone 
quarry, farmland, and rail yard to provide 
one of the more scenic areas in Hancock 
County today. 
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Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Outside the Discovery Center, a Butterfly 
Garden greets you with butterfly-friendly 
nectar and larval plants.  An attached picnic 
shelter at the Discovery Center with picnic 
tables can be used first come, first served. 
State of the art composting restrooms are 
available outside. 

Year-round programming is provided for 
kids of all ages.  The distinct environments 
of the Nature Preserve and the Discovery 
Center provide an ideal setting for a 
diverse mixture of programs, ranging from 
Planetarium Nights, Hands-on Nature 
topics, story times, guided, interpretive 
hikes, and fishing. A complete listing of 
public programming opportunities can 
be downloaded from the HPD website 
or check nearby information centers for 
upcoming events.     

Discovery Trails
From two parking lots, your adventure 
begins as soon as you arrive. To the north, 
McKinley Trail takes you to Dold Lake 
where multiple fishing access areas are 
available for some prime fishing and open 
recreational space.  At the parking lot near 
the Discovery Center, a trailhead marks the 
beginning of over 4.5 miles of trails that 
meander through forests, along Shank Lake 
and Aurand Run, and through prairie and 
meadow areas.  During the spring, May-
apples, Trout Lilies, Toad Trilliums, and 
many other plant species can be seen along 
the trails. An old east-west railroad bed 
links the backwoods loops on a “rail trail” 
from the trailhead. Colored arrows mark 
each trail located on maps. Insect repellent 
is recommended for summer comfort. 
Keep your eyes and ears open to discover 
wildlife. 
Please stay 
on trails and 
do not disturb 
habitats. 
Caution is 
advised along 
the water’s 
edge.

Welcome…
Welcome…

Trails & Activities
Trails & Activities

***

*

Welcome to Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve, a 227-

acre outdoor complex that contains 
diverse habitat, an interconnected system 
of nature trails and two lakes – all anchored 
by the Richard S. “Doc” Phillips Discovery 
Center and located only two miles from 
downtown all waiting to be discovered.   

The Park, named for the huge oak trees 
found along Aurand Run, is a place of 
discovery where wetlands, birds and 
wildlife, interpretive exhibits, woods 
and prairie are natural attractions in 
the Preserve and are featured in many 
environmental education programs.  
Watching the sun set from the overlook 
deck at Shank Lake, fishing in Dold Lake, 
or hiking the trails for seasonal changes and 
signs of wildlife are just a few reasons to 
keep coming back again and again.

Facilities and Activities
The Richard S. “Doc” Phillips Discovery 
Center is at the “heart of the park”. This 
year-round, multiple-use, educational 
facility provides a centralized location 
for programming opportunities. The 
Discovery Center, which opened in 1994, 
is named in memory of the local friend 
of nature, teacher, author, and volunteer 
who helped preserve this area now known 
as Oakwoods Nature Preserve.  Exhibits, 
“Wetland Window on Wildlife” viewing 
area, aquatic and reptile enclosures, and 
interactive stations will facilitate visitors as 
they explore the natural surroundings of the 
nature preserve. 

Private Area

Woods/Forested Areas

Fishing Areas/Access Sites

Boardwalk to Discovery Center ....1260 feet

Cross-Country Skiing ...............4.5 miles
(Total of all trails) 

TRAiLS 
Shank Lake Trail (green) ...............0.4 miles  
Aurand Run Trail (blue) ..............  1.0 miles
Prairie Meadow Trail (orange) ......0.9 miles
Meadowlark Trail .....................1.8 miles
McKinley Trail ..........................0.4 miles

**
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