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Hancock Park District Staff

Administration Department 419-425-7275
Gary Pruitt, Director
Vicky Stozich, Business Manager
Anne Coburn-Griffis, Marketing Manager
Lori Schroeder, Administrative Assistant 
Andrea Snyder, Administrative Assistant

Program Department 419-425-7275
Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist
Chris Allen, Program Specialist 
Christine Patterson, Program Specialist

Park Operations Department
William Patch, Park Operations Manager
River Landings Maintenance Facility 419-423-6901
Daniel Lamb, Park Manager West
Lauren Konst, Park Manager Central
Clarence Baker, Park Maintenance Technician 
Robert Gasser, Park Maintenance Technician 
Duane Shaffer, Park Maintenance Technician
Riverbend Maintenance Facility 419-424-1555
Kim Wickman, Riverbend Area Manager
Scott Egbert, Park Manager East
Robert Sams, Natural Resource Manager 

Park Ranger Division 419-423-6901
Roger Lyon, Park Ranger Coordinator
Neil Allen, Park Ranger 

Hancock Park District  
Board of Park Commissioners
Gary Hirschfeld, Chairperson
Scott Younger, Vice Chairperson
Ed Ingold, Vice Chairperson

Hancock Parks Foundation
Board of Trustees
Richard Kidwell, President  Linda Casey, Trustee
Cameron Williams, Vice President Dave Distel, Trustee
Heather Pendleton, Treasurer  Shane Myers, Trustee
Carol Jastal, Secretary   Scott Younger, Trustee
Mike Brown, Trustee

The Hancock Parks Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that supports the 
Hancock Park District’s programs, parks and recreational facilities. To learn more and 
to make a tax deductible donation, visit www.HancockParks.com or call 419-425-7275.

1 • Hancock Park District Staff & Contact Information

Hancock Park District Office
1424 East Main Cross Street, Findlay, OH 45840

Phone 419-425-7275
 Email Us:  HPDparks@hancockparks.com

Visit Us:  www.HancockParks.com

            /HancockParkDistrict                    /HancockParkDistrict
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Environmental Stewardship & Monitoring

(VIP) POSITIONS
Volunteer in the Parks
Do you have talents or skills to help enhance 
the Hancock Park District? A Volunteer 
Application form for youth and adults, a 
Volunteer Resource Guide, and descriptive 
volunteer opportunities can be found on the 
HPD website or at the park office during 
business hours. Contact Anne Coburn-Griffis, 
Marketing Manager, at 419-425-7275 or email 
acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.com for more 
information. 

Riverside Summer Concerts
Do you enjoy working with people while 
listening to music in a park setting? People of 
all ages are invited to help during the evening 
summer concert season on Wednesday, June 
6 through August 29, from 5:30–8:30 PM. To 
sign up for particular concert dates or for more 
details, contact Anne Coburn-Griffis, Marketing 
Manager, at 419-425-7275 or email acoburn-
griffis@hancockparks.com. Volunteers 16 and 
under are required to be accompanied by an 
adult 18 years of age or older.

The Hancock Park District is seeking volunteers 
with an interest in gardening to help with the 1847 
Period Garden at the McKinnis House. Help is 
needed with the maintenance and care of the 
herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruits. This can 
include weeding, hoeing and harvesting of these 
items. A staff person will be on hand during these 
work times. 
The work day will be cancelled if it is raining or if 
inclement weather is approaching. Call the office 
at 419-425-7275 and see if the session is still on 
for that day. Please bring work gloves. Tools will 
be provided, but feel free to bring your own.
Work times 9–10:30 AM
Thursday, June 7
Wednesday, June 13
Tuesday, June 19
Monday, June 25
Monday, July 2
Tuesday, July 10
Wednesday, July 18
Thursday, July 26
Friday, August 3
Friday, August 10
Thursday, August 16
Wednesday, August 22

2018 Gardening Schedule
1847 Period Garden 
at the McKinnis House

Wildflower Monitoring
Journey through the spectacular stages of 
development for these short-lived woodland 
beauties. Identification and documentation of 
wildflowers will be the primary focus. Dress for 
weather and ground conditions. Participants 
are welcome to attend this free activity with 
no registration required. Monitoring generally 
lasts approximately 1 ½ hours or more and is 
recommended for participants 12 years and up. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods, Main Parking Lot
Wednesday, June 6, 1 PM
Oakwoods Nature Preserve, Outdoor 
Fireplace by the Discovery Center
Thursday, June 7, 1 PM
Blanchard River Nature Preserve, CR 17- 3 
miles south of Mount Blanchard
Tuesday, June 5, 1 PM
This hands-on, in-the-field approach to 
monitoring environmental changes and 

assisting with habitat restoration gives 
participants a wide range of physical and 
mental activities to participate in. Please 
direct questions and your interest to the 
Natural Resource Manager at  
rsams@hancockparks.com.  

Bird Monitoring
All skill levels are welcome to learn about birds 
or become a better birder. Participants will 
count all observable birds. Hiking distances and 
times will vary, but monitorings typically last 
from 1–2 hours. Please be prepared for weather 
and ground conditions. Attend this free activity 
with no registration required. Children under the 
age of 16 should be accompanied by an adult.
• Saturday, June 16, 9 AM 

Riverbend Recreation Area, by Shelter 3 
• Monday, July 9, 12 PM 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve,  
Outdoor Fireplace by the Discovery Center

• Saturday, August 15, 9 AM 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods, Gatehouse

Habitat Restoration
Non-native plants can be very detrimental 
to our parks. Join us as we tackle these 
undesirables at Oakwoods Nature Preserve.  
Specific activities will vary by season and 
weather, but include pulling garlic mustard, 
cutting honeysuckle and privet, and minor limb 
removal. Tools will be provided, but participants 
are encouraged to bring water and work gloves. 
Please call the office 419-425-7275 to register 
for each restoration by the day before. 
• Tuesday, June 12, 6:30–8 PM
• Monday, July 2, 6:30–8 PM
Have a larger volunteer group that wants to 
participate in stewardship and monitoring, but 
none of these times work? Contact the HPD 
Administrative Offices to arrange different times 
that can work for your organization.
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JUNE

2 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
The Discovery Center will be open 
for visitation. Visitors can choose 
to participate in unstructured and/
or structured activities. Activities 
and attractions include bird 
watching via the Windows on 
Wildlife, mounted animals and 
live animals on display, nature 
videos, field guides and nature 
books for reading, touch table and 
puppets, and seasonal displays 
and exhibits. Hancock Park District 
program specialist, Christine 
Patterson will have bird nests on 
display and be available to answer 
questions from 10 AM–12 PM.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

3 Sunday 
Summer Disc  
Golf Tournament
This year’s tournament will be 
a Trilogy Challenge: a singles 
tournament that will consist of one 
round with two divisions. You will 
receive three take-home discs that 
you will use for this tournament. 
Participants will also receive a 
shirt, scorecard, pencil and a mini 
marker. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 4
2 PM
All ages welcome; children must be 
accompanied by a participating adult
Register with $35 per person 
by Monday, May 28, at the 
following website: https://www.
discgolfscene.com/tournaments/
Trilogy_challenge_2018
Ray Gruber
419-957-2429

4 Monday 
18th Annual  
Peter Rabbit Tea
This year’s Peter Rabbit Tea will 
feature the story The Tale of Mrs. 
Tittlemouse. First, you’ll head to 
the barn to have the story read to 
you by the one and only Beatrix 
Potter. Afterwards, tea and snacks 
will be served in the 1847 McKinnis 
House. You’ll have a chance to 
visit Mrs. Tittlemouse herself and 
partake in a garden scavenger 
hunt. Don’t be surprised if she asks 
you to help clean!
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
Tea times: 9:30 AM, 11 AM,  
1 PM, 2:30 PM & 4 PM 
Required to be ages 4–6, with an 
adult companion; no other aged 
siblings can attend. One adult 
required for every two children.  
Register with $4 per child by 1 PM, 
Friday, June 1; adults do not need 
to register. 
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20 per tea 
time
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Tuesday 5
Quiet Evening Adult Hike
It has been a long day at work 
and now it is time to take a deep 
breath of fresh air. Join Program 

Specialist, Chris Allen for a quiet 
hike through the trails. Maybe there 
will be a friendly squirrel along the 
way or just the music of the frogs 
and birds to lift you up and get you 
ready for the next workday.  
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3 
6:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up
Free; registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

6, 13 & 20 Wednesday
Reptiles & Amphibians 
Merit Badge
Your Boy Scout will learn 
more about these fascinating 
creatures, realize how reptiles 
and amphibians are different and 
who lives in this area. Scouts will 
become a “parent” to one of them 
as they complete this merit badge.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
6-8 PM
Must be a registered boy scout
Register with $5 per scout by 8 
AM, Wednesday, June 6.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

9, 16 & 30 Saturday
Beat the Heat Summer 
Yoga Retreat
Yoga is for everyone! If you can 
breathe, you can do yoga. Start 
your summer mornings right and 
beat the heat with relaxing yoga. 
Katy Mercer from Harmony Yoga 
Studio will lead a three-week 
beginner’s yoga series. We will 
focus on practicing poses that 
help cool down the body and mind 
with a slow progression perfect 
for anyone at any age. Each class 
will end with a guided meditation 
and breath work to help give 
us strategies to stay cool and 
grounded throughout the summer, 
followed by a refreshing snack. 
If the weather works with us, we 
will hold our practice outside, but 
we also have the option of being 
indoors if we choose. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9–10:30 AM
Required to be ages 10 and 
up; youth must register with a 
participating adult
Register with $10 per person by  
4 PM on Friday before each class
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20 per class 
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Hancock Park District’s Summer Calendar of Programs & Events
June • July • August

Join us for tea, a garden scavenger hunt and The Tale of Mrs. Tittlemouse at the 18th 
Annual Peter Rabbit Tea on June 4 at Litzenberg Memorial Woods.

Unwind from your work day on June 5 
at Riverbend Recreation Area.
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9 Saturday–10 Sunday
24-Hour Outdoor 
Experience
Enjoy being outside? Want to try it 
for 24 hours straight? Here’s your 
chance. Kids ages 10–13 will have 
the opportunity to do a park-wide 
scavenger hunt, hike to the Findlay 
Reservoirs and learn more about 
Ohio’s bats. We’ll also try our hand 
at survival skills like tying knots 
and building a makeshift shelter. 
When we finally do take a break, 
your tent, which you’ll have a hand 
in putting up, will be your abode. All 
meals and snacks will be provided. 
Children will need to bring a pillow, 
sleeping bag, pajamas, an extra set 
of clothes and a water bottle. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Campground
9 AM Saturday–9 AM Sunday
Required to be ages 10-13
Register with $24 per child by 8 
AM, Friday, June 8.
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 30
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

11 Monday
Wee Ones: Dragonflies
Did you know that a single 
dragonfly can eat hundreds of 
mosquitoes in just one day? These 
amazing insects do a lot for us 
and the environment. We will learn 
more unbelievable dragonfly facts 
by reading a story, making your 
own dragonfly to take home with 
you, and walking out to our pond 
habitats to see these incredible 
insects up close.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

12 Tuesday–15 Friday
Pioneer Life Camp 
What was it like to live as a 
pioneer? Kids will bake cookies in 
the wood stove oven, pull weeds in 
the historical garden, collect eggs 
from the chickens and play games 
of olden days, such as marbles. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 

bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 9–13
Register with $45 per child by 1 
PM, Monday, June 11.
Minimum: 3/ Maximum 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

14 Thursday
Discovery 
Explorers: 
Insects
The HPD is offering 
a new program for those who loved 
Discovery Stories, but have aged 
out. Our new Discovery Explorers 
continues on with a short, 
informative talk and then the kids 
will have time to do activities and 
a craft all about this month’s topic. 
We’ll be exploring insects this 
month and it’ll also include a funny 
story for the kids to enjoy.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 6–10 with 
an adult companion; other aged 
siblings welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

18 Monday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Animal Sounds
Animals can’t talk, or can they? 
Learn how animals use sounds 
in their everyday lives. We’ll 
explore the different sounds that 
animals make and how they use 
them to survive and thrive in their 
environments. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM-3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12 
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM Friday, June 15. 
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

19 Tuesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Low Key in Nature
We’ll take the relaxed approach to 
learning more about nature as kids 
take it easy to become one with the 
outdoors. Children will make their 
own journals and sketch scenes of 
Aeraland’s trees and early summer 
wildflowers. A leisurely hike to 
Goose Lake will also take place. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle.
Aeraland Recreation Area
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12

Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Monday, June 18.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

19 Tuesday
Star Light, Star Bright
First star I see tonight. Learn 
about some of our brightest stars 
in the night sky. A visit to our 
indoor planetarium is included. 
Participants are required to 
sit on the floor. Ask about 
accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center  
7 PM
All ages welcome
Free; but register by 4 PM, 
Tuesday, July 19.
Maximum: 25
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

20 Wednesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Drawing From Nature 
Join us for a day camp that will 
allow the kids to enjoy the art in 
nature while hiking the woods 
and sketching the trees, flowers 
and things around them. In the 
afternoon they will have the 
opportunity to join with Awakening 
Minds Art Studio for step-by-step 
instructions to create a summer 
landscape painting. Students will 
also explore their senses with 
texture rubbings of different objects 
found in nature with wax crayon 
rubs and water color. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 3
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 5–7
Register with $20 per child by 1 
PM, Tuesday, June 19.
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 15
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

What was it like to live as a pioneer? Ages 9 to 13 will find out at Pioneer Life 
Camp, June 12–15 at Litzenberg Memorial Woods.



21 Thursday
Introduction to Archery
A Leisure Education Initiative 
Are you interested in learning 
how to use a bow and arrow. 
Participants will learn how to 
properly stand, hold and shoot a 
bow. After instruction, you will have 
a chance to practice your new 
skills. This program will be led by a 
certified archery instructor.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6–7 PM for ages 9–14 
7–8 PM for ages 15 to adult
Register with $10 per person by 4 
PM on Thursday, June 21.
Maximum: 10 per time slot
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

21 Thursday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Pond Life in the Pond
The ponds at our parks are 
teeming with life!  Campers 
will spend the day observing 
damselflies, dragonflies, turtles, 
frogs, and numerous other 
organisms that occupy our local 
ponds. We will conduct pond 
studies throughout the day, which 
include assessing water quality, 
biodiversity, and overall pond 
health. Campers will also play 
games and make some pond-
inspired crafts.  Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle. 
Children should also bring boots 
and clothes that can get wet.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM-3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Wednesday, June 20.
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

22 Friday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Hide and Seek 
You might think you’re good at hide 
and seek, but you’re no match for 
the ultimate champion: nature! We’ll 
spend the day learning tactics from 
the best of the best, like camouflage 
and mimicry. We’ll do a scavenger 
hunt hike, make dioramas, put our 

own camouflage twists on games 
like Red Light-Green Light, and 
many more games and activities. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Thursday, June 21.
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

22 Friday–23 Saturday
Family Campout
Bring your family and a tent for 
a fun-filled overnight camping 
adventure at Riverbend! We’ll 
cook dinner over the campfire, 
learn about nocturnal animals and 
play some games. As night time 
approaches, it’ll be time for s’mores 
and a night hike before returning 
to your tent for a much needed 
rest or to relax by the campfire 
and listen for owls. In the morning, 
after a light breakfast, we’ll take a 
bird hike in the woods and have a 
campground-wide scavenger hunt. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Campground
5 PM–11 AM
Recommended for ages 4 and up.
Register with $10 per person (4 
and under are free) by 8 AM, 
Friday, June 22.
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

23 Saturday
Art in the Park:  
5th Annual Plein Air 
Paint-Out
Artists working in all plein air media 
are welcome to paint the McKinnis 
homestead as well as the woods 
and prairie areas of this beautiful 
park during this non-competitive 
event. The public is invited to 
observe artists as they work. Art 
projects completed during the day 
will be on display starting at 3 PM. 
There are several places to work 
under cover in case of rain. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Activity Barn
9 AM–4 PM
Recommended for teens and adults
Free; but register on site or ahead 
of time by contacting Sharon 
Hammer Baker
Sharon Hammer Baker
bakerartstudio@gmail.com

23 Saturday
Beginning Observing
Jon Brumbaugh of the Millstream 
Astronomy Club, will present a 
program to help newcomers to 
astronomy. Following the show, 
you will be observing the Moon, 

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter 
and Saturn. Look through their 
telescopes or bring your own. Club 
members can show you how to set 
them up and use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
9 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

24 Sunday
Dragonflies: Open House
Do you know the difference 
between a dragonfly and a 
damselfly? We will have a display 
in the Discovery Center, along 
with information on dragonflies for 
visitors to enjoy. Join us at 2 PM 
as we take a hike around Shank 
Lake looking for the ones that are 
commonly seen in Ohio around the 
lakes and wooded areas. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

24 Sunday
Oodles of Noodles
The chickens have been busy 
laying lots of eggs, so what’s the 
family to do? Make noodles! Stop 
on by and help out the ladies as 
they are busy in the kitchen using 
up those extra eggs. Don’t forget 
to meander through the garden to 
see what’s growing and if there’s 
anything ready to pick.  
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

5 • June Program & Event Calendar

A certified instructor will teach the basics of archery on June 21 at Oakwoods 
Nature Preserve’s Dold Lake.

Leisure Education Initiative
The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, 
teach fundamental skills, and encourage participation in 
outdoor recreation over the course of a lifetime. 
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25 Monday–28 Thursday
Nature’s Five Senses
Can bats see? Why do foxes hear 
so well? How far away can a vulture 
smell its meal? We will learn the 
answers to all of these questions 
and more about nature’s five 
senses: sight, hearing, touch, smell, 
and taste. We’ll also use our own 
senses to study the outdoors. We’ll 
take a hike and record what things 
smell, feel, and look like, see like an 
insect, test our sense of smell with 
a game, and of course, try out our 
taste buds with a snack!  Snacks will 
be provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Monday: Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve, Discovery Center
Tuesday: Riverbend Recreation 
Area, Brugeman Lodge
Wednesday & Thursday: 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve, 
Discovery Center
9 AM-3 PM
Required to be ages 6–10
Register with $45 per child by 4:30 
PM, Thursday, June 21. 
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

28 Thursday
Full Moon  
Strawberry Hike
The first full moon of summer has 
finally arrived. Fireflies, little brown 
bats and katydids should be out 
doing their nightly activities. Join us 
to see if we can find them and see 
whatever else stirs in the dark.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
8:30 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

30 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
The Discovery Center will be open 
for visitation. Visitors can choose 
to participate in unstructured and/
or structured activities. Activities 
and attractions include bird 
watching via the Windows on 
Wildlife, mounted animals and 
live animals on display, nature 

videos, field guides and nature 
books for reading, touch table and 
puppets, and seasonal displays 
and exhibits. Join Hancock 
Park District program specialist, 
Christine Patterson between 
10–11 AM to learn about reptiles 
and amphibians found in Ohio. At 
11 AM, she’ll lead a hike around 
Oakwoods to see if you can spot 
any of these elusive creatures.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

JULY

Thursday 5
Quiet, Country Adult Hike  
Meet us at Aeraland Recreation 
Area for a chance to visit and 
hike one of Hancock County’s 
newest parks. Program specialist, 
Christine Patterson will lead you 
as you get to explore this often 
overlooked nature area.
Aeraland Recreation Area
Parking lot
6:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

7 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
The Discovery Center will be open 
for visitation. Visitors can choose 
to participate in unstructured and/

or structured activities. Activities 
and attractions include bird 
watching via the Windows on 
Wildlife, mounted animals and live 
animals on display, nature videos, 
field guides and nature books for 
reading, touch table and puppets, 
and seasonal displays and 
exhibits. A Program Department 
staff member or volunteer will be 
available to answer questions. 
Hancock Park District naturalist, 
Michelle Rumschlag will have a 
bird skull and bone collection on 
display from 10 AM–12 PM.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

8 Sunday
Games in the Garden: 
Open House
Visit with the McKinnis Family and 
their friends for an afternoon of fun.  
Join in for a game of graces or hot 
potato or just enjoy a quiet summer 
visit in the house. Sit a spell as you 
go back in time to a simpler life. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

9 Monday
Wee Ones: Fireflies
Did you know that the firefly, also 
known as the lightning bug, is neither 
a fly nor a bug? They’re actually 
beetles and very cool ones at that. 
Learn how they light up, why they do 
it and how do glowworms fit into the 
mix. Kids will enjoy a story and make 
their own firefly sun catcher.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

9 Monday
Archery Basics for Adults
Bows, Arrows, Targets, Bullseye! 
Come out for an archery class led 
by a certified archery instructor. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided. You will have the 
opportunity to learn the basics of 
archery along with safety measures 
while shooting arrows at several 
targets with a compound bow. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
7–8:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up
Register with $10 per person by 4 
PM, Monday, July 9.
Maximum: 10
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Play pioneer games as you step back in time during the July 8 Games in the 
Garden Open House at Litzenberg Memorial Woods.

Why do foxes hear so well? Find out 
the answer June 25–28 at Nature’s 
Five Senses.
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10 Tuesday–12 Thursday
Nature from  
the Ground Up
Kids will enjoy learning about what 
is under their feet in nature and 
what floats or flies over their heads. 
We’ll do some water experiments to 
find out how a cloud is formed, turn 
over logs as we hike through the 
woods to see what’s underneath 
and make a terrarium out of a 
two-liter soda bottle to show ways 
of reusing. Snacks will be provided, 
but please bring a sack lunch and a 
reusable water bottle.
Tuesday & Wednesday: 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve, 
Discovery Center 
Thursday: Oakwoods Nature 
Preserve, Dold Lake 
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 9–13
Register with $36 per child by 1 
PM Monday, July 9.
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 20
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

12 Thursday
Discovery 
Explorers: 
Frogs and 
Toads 
The HPD is offering a new program 
for those who loved Discovery 
Stories, but have aged out. Our 
new Discovery Explorers continues 
on with a short, informative talk and 
then the kids will have time to do 
activities and a craft all about this 
month’s topic. We’ll be exploring 
frogs and toads this month. We will 
take a closer look at those who call 
the Discovery Center home.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center

10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 6–10 with 
an adult companion; other aged 
siblings welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

13 Friday
Toddler Adventure Day 
Camp: My Grown Up and 
Me Painting Session
Toddlers will explore their senses 
with texture rubbings of different 
objects found in nature with 
wax crayons and water color. 
Awakening Minds Art will guide 
toddlers and their grown-up 
through a step-by-step guided 
painting of summer flowers. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve 
Discovery Center
12:30–3:30 PM
Required to be ages 3–6, with 
an adult companion; one adult 
required for every two children.
Register with $20 per child by 1 
PM, Thursday, July 12; adults do 
not need to register
Minimum: 3/Maximum: 15
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

15 Sunday
Birds of Summer:  
Open House
If you walk through the parks and 
listen closely, you will hear dozens 
of unique bird calls. Who is singing, 
and why? A story about some of 
our summer resident birds will be 
read and you’ll have a chance to 
make a birdfeeder to take home to 
your own backyard. We will also go 
on a short bird watching hike!
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

17 Tuesday–19 Thursday
Peter Rabbit Camp
Explore the works of Beatrix Potter 
as we dive into three of Miss Potter’s 
books and get hands-on with all 
sorts of activities. Campers will 

read and explore The Tale of Mr. 
Tod, The Tale of Pigling Bland, and 
The Tale of Tom Kitten. Each day, 
children will get artistic as they paint 
and draw, learn more about the 
natural history of the animals, and 
play games and activities around the 
themes of each story. Snacks will 
be provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Shelter
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 7–10
Register with $36 per child by 8 
AM, Monday, July 16.
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

21 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
Visitors can choose to participate 
in unstructured and/or structured 
activities. Activities and attractions 
include bird watching via the 
Windows on Wildlife, mounted 
animals and live animals on display, 
nature videos, field guides and 
nature books for reading, touch table 
and puppets, and seasonal displays 
and exhibits. A Program Department 
staff member or volunteer will be 
available to answer questions. 
Hancock Park District Program 
Specialist, Chris Allen will have 
rocks and fossils on display and 
share fun facts from 10 AM–12 PM.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center

10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

21 Saturday
Astronomy Day
Join The Millstream Astronomy club 
as they host their annual Astronomy 
Day. Observe the Sun, Moon, 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn and Neptune. Look through 
their telescopes or bring your own. 
Club members can show you how 
to set them up and use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
7 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

22 Sunday
Lazy Sunday Evening 
Stroll for Adults
A way to unwind and take a break 
before the hustle and bustle of the 
week ahead. We’ll walk at a leisurely 
pace and take in the sounds and 
sights around us. A great way to 
get some one-on-one time with your 
significant other, as we ask you to 
leave the kiddos at home.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Gatehouse
6:30 PM
Required to be ages 18 and up
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

Discover frogs and toads on July 12 
at Oakwoods Nature Preserve.

Dive into the world of Beatrix Potter at Peter Rabbit Camp, July 17–19.
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23 Monday
Discovery Stories: 
Amphibians of Summer 
Ohio is home to numerous unique 
amphibian species, and the 
summer months are an excellent 
time to see these animals in 
action. We will read a story about 
our native frogs, observe the 
amphibians that we have in the 
Nature Center, and make a fun 
frog-inspired craft. Will your craft 
frog be able to catch as many 
insects as a real frog? 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend 
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

23 Monday
Mars
This Friday night will be the best 
night of the year to see Mars! It 
will be at its closest approach 
to Earth and its face will be 
completely lit up by the sun. You’ll 
want to be prepared though, so 
learn all about this red planet in 
our planetarium. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center  
6 PM
All ages welcome

Free; but register by 4 PM, 
Monday, July 23.
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

25 Wednesday
Canvas Painting: 
Summer on the Farm
Summer on the farm will be 
the focus of our third painting 
in a seasonal painting series. 
Awakening Minds Art will provide 
step-by-step instructions on how 
to paint a beautiful nature scene 
on canvas. All necessary supplies 
needed to create your artwork on 
an 11” x 14” stretched canvas will 
be provided. Light refreshments 
will be served. 
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge
6–8 PM
Required to be ages 16 and up
Register with $30 per person by 1 
PM, Tuesday, July 24.
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 30 
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

26 Thursday
Eye on the Target 
Archery
Keep your eye on the target and 
see if you can hit a balloon with 
every arrow or maybe two with the 
same shot. You must always keep 
a focus on what you are aiming for! 
This archery class will be led  
 

by a certified archery instructor. All 
necessary equipment and targets 
will be provided.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6–7 PM 
Required to be ages 9–12
Register with $10 per person by 4 
PM, Thursday, July 26.
Maximum: 10 
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

30 Monday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Ecosystems of Ohio
Ohio’s landscape is rich with 
many diverse ecosystems; some 
of which can be found right here 
in Northwest Ohio. Campers will 
spend the day exploring fragments 
of grassland, woodland, wetland, 
and stream ecosystems, and 
learning why these environments 
are so unique and important to 
our state. We will hike and keep 
a nature journal of the species 
we encounter as we explore 
throughout the day. We will play 
games and make crafts inspired 
by the ecosystems we discover. 
Snacks will be provided, but please 
bring a sack lunch and a reusable 
water bottle. Campers should 
also bring boots, bug spray and 
sunscreen. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12 

Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Friday, July 27. 
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

30 Monday
Let It Fly Archery
Come out and try your hand at 
letting the arrows fly through the 
air and see where on the target 
they will land. Do you have enough 
strength to pull back that bow? It’s 
a lot of fun to just let it fly on the 
park archery range. This archery 
class will be led by a certified 
archery instructor. All necessary 
equipment and targets will be 
provided.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
6–7 PM  
Required to be ages 13–18
Register with $10 per person by 4 
PM, Monday, July 30.
Maximum: 10 
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

31 Tuesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
World of Invertebrates
Did you know that animals with 
backbones only make up 3% of 
the animal kingdom? Come learn 
about the other 97%. Invertebrates 
can be found in environments all 
over the world. Join us for a day 
filled with hands-on invertebrate 
study as we catch and learn 
about invertebrates that live in 
our own area. Children will be 
sweep netting and getting up close 
with earthworms. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Monday, July 30.
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

Paint your own Summer on the Farm 
on canvas on July 25.

Learn about Ohio’s animals without a backbone during the July 31 Adventure 
Day Camp: World of Invertebrates.
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AUGUST

1 Wednesday
Adventure Day Camp: 
School Days
Spend the day as a student of the 
1840s. To complete lessons, kids 
will work with slates and chalk and 
try their hand at quill writing. Nature 
hikes, period snacks and games are 
also a part of this pioneer school 
day. Snacks will be provided, but 
please bring a sack lunch and a 
reusable water bottle.
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Tuesday, July 31. 
Minimum: 4/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

2 Thursday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Geology 
Dig into the world of rocks and 
learn who finds and identifies 
all those fossils. There will be a 
display of rocks to feel and learn 
from. Kids can start their own rock 
collection while digging into our 
sand beach area. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Dold Lake
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 1 
PM, Wednesday, August 1. 
Minimum: 3/Maximum 20

Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

3 Friday
Adventure Day Camp: 
Adapt or Die!
Animals have their own special 
adaptations, or traits, that help 
them stay alive, even in danger. 
Learn about unique adaptions, 
play games, go on a hike, and do a 
challenging activity to learn about 
our own adaption. Snacks will be 
provided, but please bring a sack 
lunch and a reusable water bottle.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Brugeman Lodge
9 AM–3 PM
Required to be ages 6–12
Register with $15 per child by 8 
AM, Thursday, August 2. 
Minimum: 6/Maximum: 20
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

5 Sunday
A Walk in the Woods: 
Open House
A downy woodpecker hops across 
the leaf-covered ground. A grey 
squirrel clings to the rough bark of 
a tree. A pair of ears twitch in the 
shadows. The woods come alive 
each day. Find out what plants and 
animals are hidden in our woods.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
1–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

The Program Department is excited to help you and your scouts 
complete their badges, achievements and electives. Below is a list of 

what we can offer to your group (by scouting levels). Programs will vary 
from 1 - 1½ hours. Please contact Michelle Rumschlag, Naturalist, at 

mrumschlag@hancockparks.com or call 419-425-7275  
to schedule a program.

CUB SCOUTS & BOY SCOUTS
Tigers

Adventure:
My Tiger Jungle

Tigers in the Wild
Elective Adventure:

Sky is the Limit
Tiger Tales

Wolves
Adventure: Paws on the Path

Elective Adventures:
Digging in the Past
Grow Something

Bears
Adventure:

Fur, Feathers, and Ferns

Elective Adventure:
A Bear Goes Fishing

Super Science

Webelos
Webelos Adventure: Webelos Walkabout

Webelos/Arrow of Light Elective Adventure:
Adventures in Science

Earth Rocks!
Into the Wild

Into the Woods

BOY SCOUTS
HPD program staff are merit badge counselors in: Astronomy, Bird 
Study, Environmental Study, Fish & Wildlife Management, Insect 

Study, Mammal Study, Nature, Reptile & Amphibian Study
 

GIRL SCOUTS 
Daisy

Petals: Rosie & Clover

Brownies
Badges: Bugs, Senses & Hiker

Juniors
Badges: Flowers, Gardener, Camper, Animal Habitats  

& Playing the Past

Cadettes
Badges: Trees, Trailblazing & Night Owl

Seniors
Badges: Sky

SCOUT PROGRAMS

Look for what’s hidden at Oakwoods Nature Preserve during the August 5 
open house.
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6 Monday
Wee Ones: Trees
Why do you like trees? Do you like 
the colorful leaves? Do you like the 
shade in the summertime? Listen 
to a story about all the wonderful 
things trees give us, and then do 
some activities and a craft.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center 
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3 and 
under with an adult; other aged 
siblings are welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

7 Tuesday
The Sun and the Moon
Learn more about the two celestial 
objects closest to Earth, the Sun 
and Moon. Questions like “How far 
away are they?” and “Could we live 
without them?” will be answered. 
Sunspots and moon craters will 
also be covered. Participants are 
required to sit on the floor. Ask 
about accommodations.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
7 PM
All ages welcome
Free; but register by 4 PM 
Tuesday, August 7.
Maximum: 25
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

9 Thursday
Discovery 
Explorers: 
Skeletons
Our new Discovery 

Explorers continues with a short, 
informative talk and then the kids 
will have time to do activities and 
a craft all about this month’s topic. 
We’ll explore skeletons and bones 
this month and read a short story.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 6-10 with 
an adult companion; other aged 
siblings welcome to attend
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

11 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
Visitors can choose to participate 
in unstructured and/or structured 
activities. Activities and attractions 
include bird watching via the 
Windows on Wildlife, mounted 
animals and live animals on display, 
nature videos, field guides and nature 
books for reading, touch table and 
puppets, and seasonal displays and 
exhibits. A Program Department staff 
member or volunteer will be available 
to answer questions. Hancock Park 
District Program Specialist, Chris 
Allen will display insect homes and 
share some unknown facts about 
them from 10 AM–12 PM. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

Horseback Riding Program
 A Leisure Education Initiative

A hands-on Horseback Riding Program for beginners will be held indoors 
at the University of Findlay’s James L. Child, Jr. Equestrian Complex. 
Instructional content will cover basic horse care, education, and safety 
(activities, cleaning the stall, feeding, catching a horse in a stall, putting 
on a halter, leading a horse, and grooming), basic tacking up and riding 
skills (mounting, dismounting, walking, stopping, guiding, jogging, and 
loping), bathing the horse, cleaning the saddle, and an advanced riding 
demonstration at which time other styles of riding will be covered. 
Session I:  Tuesday, June 5, through Saturday, June 9,  

from 9:30 AM to 1 PM 
Who:  Youth ages 8 and older and adults
Session II:  Tuesday, June 5, through Saturday, June 9,  

from 2 PM to 5:30 PM 
Who:  Youth ages 8 and older and adults
Where:  University of Findlay’s James L. Child, Jr. Equestrian 

Complex at 11178 Twp. Rd. 201 located south of 
Findlay on Brookside Drive/Marion Twp. Rd. 201, south 
of Olive Street/Marion Twp. Rd. 204

Registration: Register by Friday, June 1, at 4:30 PM
Enrollment:  Minimum 8/Maximum 24
Fee:  $125.00 per person with a signed Assumption of Risk/

Liability Release/Waiver of all Claims form and/or Parental 
Consent form if applicable from the Hancock Park District 
and from the University of Findlay. Make check payable to 
Mark Smith. 

Attire:  Wear long pants and boots with heel (sturdy shoes can 
be worn in the place of boots). 

The head instructor for this Horseback Riding Program will be Mark 
Smith. Mark is an instructor in the University of Findlay’s western 
equestrian program. He has been a professional horseman for over  
35 years. He has trained and coached multiple world and national  
champions. He is a carded judge with six national breed organizations.

The Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative 
involves a series of outdoor recreation skills instructional 
courses that introduce outdoor recreation activities, teach 
fundamental skills, and encourage participation in outdoor 
recreation over the course of a lifetime.

Wee ones will explore terrific things about trees on August 6.



11 Saturday
The Perseid Meteor 
Shower
Steve Rice, of the Millstream 
Astronomy Club, will present a 
program about the Perseid Meteor 
Shower. Following the show, they 
will be observing Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, 
Uranus and of course, the Perseid 
Meteor Shower. Come look 
through their telescopes or bring 
your own. Club members can  
show you how to set them up and 
use them.
Riverbend Recreation Area
Shelter 5
9 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

12 Sunday
When Neighbors Come  
a Calling: Open House    
Come out and visit with the 
McKinnis family and see what 
is happening on the farm. The 
neighbors have stopped by to 
share a cool drink, along with 
watermelon and cookies that Mrs. 
Fishel has prepared. Come on by 
and share your news about your 
own farm and family. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
McKinnis House
1–4PM 
All ages are welcome
Free; registration not required

Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

25 Saturday
American Girl Tea: Julie
Join the Hancock Park District as 
we celebrate the 1974 life of Julie 
Albright. The times are changing 
and so are many things in Julie’s 
life. We will learn while change can 
be hard to accept, Julie realizes 
what’s really important. We will 
have a display of Julie’s things 
and taste the food from the 1970s. 
Bring your camera along to take 
pictures in our photo area designed 
around the Julie theme. 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Activity Barn
10:30–11:30 AM & 1–2 PM
Required to be ages 7-12; one 
adult per every four children  
Register with $10 per child by 1 
PM, Friday, August 24; adults do 
not need to register
Minimum: 5/Maximum: 30 per tea 
time
Chris Allen
callen@hancockparks.com

25 Saturday
Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center  
Open House
The Discovery Center will be open 
for visitation. Visitors can choose 
to participate in unstructured and/
or structured activities. Activities 
and attractions include bird 
watching via the Windows on 

Wildlife, mounted animals and live 
animals on display, nature videos, 
field guides and nature books for 
reading, touch table and puppets, 
and seasonal displays and 
exhibits. A Program Department 
staff member or volunteer will be 
available to answer questions. 
Hancock Park District Naturalist, 
Michelle Rumschlag will lead a 
hike to the prairie at 2 PM.
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM–4 PM
All ages welcome
Free; registration not required
Michelle Rumschlag
mrumschlag@hancockparks.com

27 Monday
Discovery Stories:  
It’s a Worm’s Life
An earthworm spends most of its 
life hidden beneath our feet. Has 
your child ever wondered about 
how worms spend their day? Learn 
about the life of an earthworm 
through stories, crafts, and visits 
with real worms. 
Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Discovery Center
10 AM & 1 PM
Recommended for ages 3–5 with 
an adult; other aged siblings are 
welcome to attend 
Free; registration not required
Christine Patterson
cpatterson@hancockparks.com

11 • August Program & Event Calendar/Plein Air Gatherings

Art in the Park: Plein Air Gatherings
The Plein Air Gatherings are 
an opportunity for artists to get 
together and paint or draw outdoors 
“en plein air” in the parks. All 
adult artists who use any medium 
conducive to working outdoors are 
welcome. If you are new to plein 
air painting or would like to try it 
but are hesitant to go out on your 
own, these gatherings are a perfect 
opportunity to meet and work with 
experienced plein air artists.  
Plan to bring whatever supplies and 
equipment you need and dress for 
ground and weather conditions.
There is no fee or registration. It is 
not necessary to attend every session—come when you can. In case of rain, 
the session is cancelled. Gatherings will be held weekly on Wednesdays at 
these locations from 9–10:30 AM on the following dates in 2018:
June 6 Aeraland Recreation Area (meet in parking lot)
June 13 Blanchard Landing (meet in parking lot)
June 20 Riverside Park at Waterfalls
June 27 Indian Green – Worden Family Conservation Area 
 (US Route 224 across from Litzenberg Memorial Woods;  
 meet at the Litzenberg Memorial Woods Activity Barn) 
July 11 Riverwalk East
July 18 Liberty Landing (meet in parking lot)
July 25 HPD Administrative Offices, 1424 E. Main Cross St.  
 (meet at front parking area) 
August 1 Emory Adams (meet at south parking lot near foot bridge)
August 8 Oakwoods Dold Lake (meet at front parking area)
August 15 Riverbend Recreation Area (meet at Oxbow parking area)
August 22 Great Karg Well Historical Site
August 29 Blanchard River Nature Preserve (meet in parking area) 

This year’s American Girl Tea celebrates c. 1974 Julie in the Activity Barn at 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods.
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Public Programs
Check out the Monthly Calendar 
on the Hancock Park District 
website to view all public programs 
being conducted by HPD staff and 
volunteers. Watch The Courier for 
monthly ads with complete listings. 

Program Registration
Registration for free programs can 
be made online or by calling the 
HPD office. Credit cards may be 
used online to register for a program 
that requires payment. Check or 
exact cash is also accepted and 
can be either mailed to or dropped 
off at the HPD office. A mail slot is 
also available for receiving cash 
or check payment after hours. You 
will not be registered for a program 
until payment is received. Make 
checks payable to the Hancock Park 
District. HPD cannot accept bills 
larger than $20.
 
Request a Program
Program presentations and 
workshops can be requested for 
your group. Call the HPD office to 
schedule a program several weeks 
in advance. Programs can take 

place at park locations and offsite, 
depending on the subject matter. 
Requested programs are free, 
unless the requesting group is out of 
Hancock County. A charge of $2 per 
person or $50 minimum is required. 

School Programs
Programs can be conducted in 
your classroom, school or a variety 
of park locations. Check out our 
school programs brochure for a 
complete list of programs that help 
achieve Ohio Academic Content 
Standards. Please contact the 
HPD office if you are bringing a 
large group of students to the park. 
There is no charge if you are a 
Hancock County school.

Program Fee  
Refund Policy
Program payment will be refunded 
if HPD cancels a program or 
trip due to lack of registrants or 
inclement weather. A refund will be 
issued if the customer cancels prior 
to the registration deadline. No 
refunds will be issued after the start 
of a program or once the program 
or trip has been completed.

If payment was made by credit 
card, the credit card fee will not 
be refunded. Refunds will not be 
made to the credit card, but will be 
made via check processed by the 
Auditor’s Office.

Inclement Weather 
Guidelines
Severe weather can disrupt park 
district operations. In extreme 
cases, this may mean program 
cancellations and facility closures. 

When program cancellations occur, 
program participants who have 
registered will be contacted by 
telephone. Program cancellations 
will be reported to radio station 
WKXA 100.5 and posted at  
www.HancockParks.com.
Programs held outside will be 
canceled if a Thunderstorm 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program. 
All programs will be canceled 
if a Tornado Watch or Tornado 
Warning has been issued one hour 
prior to the start of the program.
All programs (with the possible 
exception of Cross-Country Ski 
Workshops) will be canceled if a 
Level 2 Advisory has been issued 
three hours prior to the start of the 
program. Even if conditions improve 
following the program cancellation, 
the program will remain canceled. 
If a Heat Advisory or Wind Chill 
Advisory is issued, any programs 
for that day will be cancelled. Visit 
weather.gov and search “Findlay, 
OH” to see if an advisory has been 
issued for the day or evening of  
the program.

Public Program Registration & Guidelines

Open Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day
and Holidays, 1 to 7 PM

Zonta Landing Boat Rentals at Riverside Park Waterfront has canoes, 
kayaks, and pedal boats for rent on weekends and holidays from 1 to 7 
PM from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. The standard boat 
rental fee is $5 per ½ hour for canoes, kayaks, and pedal boats.
The Special Float Trip Option is $20 per canoe or $10 per solo kayak 
for approximately two hours. Float trips begin and end at Zonta Landing. 
Boating is limited to an area upstream past the Findlay Country Club golf 
course, Eastpoint Area, and Vogelsong Conservation Area to State Route 
568/Sandusky Street Bridge and back.
As part of the Hancock Park District’s Leisure Education Initiative, 
a Basic Canoeing Course for Beginners will be held on the 
Blanchard River upon request. Instructional content will emphasize 
safety when entering, operating, and exiting a canoe, basic 
paddling skills, and maneuverability. The fee is $20 per person. 
Contact Gary Pruitt at 419-425-7275 or at gpruitt@hancockparks.
com to schedule a 1½ hour Basic Canoeing Course for Beginners.

Zonta Landing Boat Rentals

Hancock Park District offers 
programs for every age and interest.
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Rules & Guidelines
1. Fill out and submit the 
Photography Contest Entry and 
Release Form on the back of 
this form. Submit one form for 
each photograph. The form can 
be scanned and sent with the 
photograph. 
2. Email digital photograph to 
acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.
com with HPD Photography 
Contest in the subject line no later 
than 11:59 PM EST on Thursday, 
February 28, 2019. Prints will not 
be accepted. 
3. Contestants may submit a 
maximum of five (5) photograph 
submissions.
4. Send one photograph per email. 
5. All photographs must be taken 
of parks in the Hancock Park 
System, the Blanchard River 
Greenway Trail, or the Blanchard 
River. Eligible locations can 
be found in the Hancock Park 
District’s Seasonal Program & 
Event Guide.   
6. Amateurs of all ages 
are eligible to participate. 
Photographers age 17 and 
younger must have parental 
consent for each photograph 
submission via the Photography 
Contest Entry and Release 
Form. All photographs must 
be unpublished, must not have 
won any award, and must 
be submitted by the original 
photographer. Your photograph 
submission certifies that you are 
the sole owner and copyright 
holder of the photograph. 
7. Each photograph requires 
a written consent for contest 
submission and publication 
from all persons shown in the 
photographs via the Photography 
Contest Entry and Release Form.
8. All photographs must be 
submitted at a maximum file size 
of 5 MB and in .jpeg format. 

 
9. All entries require the name of 
the park in which the photograph 
was taken. Entries not listing 
the photograph location will be 
disqualified. 
10. Employees of the Hancock 
Park District and members of their 
immediate families are not eligible 
to participate. 

Photograph Subject 
Restrictions
The Hancock Park District 
retains sole discretion as to what 
constitutes inappropriate content 
and reserves the right to disqualify 
a photograph entry. Photographs 
containing recognizable people 
must be accompanied by a signed 
Photograph Contest Entry and 
Release Form for each person in 
the photograph. 

Judging
Photographs will be judged by a 
panel of up to five (5) judges. All 
photographs will be judged on 
inspirational quality, the placement 
or arrangement of visual elements, 
and how well photographs convey 
beauty, essence and/or enjoyment. 
The decision of the Hancock 
Park District and judges is final 
on all matters related to the HPD 
Photography Contest.  

Winner and Prize
A winning photograph will be 
selected each month (with 
acknowledgment as award). All 
winning photographs of the month 
will be judged in a final competition. 
One winner will receive a Hancock 
Park District prize package valued 
up to $200.00. The winning 
photograph will be showcased on 
www.hancockparks.com and in an 
upcoming issue of the Hancock 
Park District’s Seasonal Program 
& Event Guide. The photography 
contest winner will be notified on or 
before April 28, 2019.  
 

 
Contestants who do not win will not 
be notified. Random photograph 
submissions may be publicized 
at www.hancockparks.com, in the 
Hancock Park District’s Seasonal 
Program & Event Guide, or in other 
promotional material. 

Terms and Conditions
1. The HPD Photography Contest 
runs from March 1, 2018 to 
February 28, 2019. 
2. Hancock Park District park 
regulations apply and can be found 
at www.hancockparks.com. 
3. By entering the HPD 
Photography Contest, each 
contestant consents to the use 
of their name and/or photograph 
in any Hancock Park District 
publication, advertisement, or 
promotion and on the website 
without further notice or 
compensation. 
4. The Hancock Park District can 
publish or use any submitted 
photographs at its sole discretion. 
Contestants retain the right to use 
and publish their photographs. 
5. Any activities intended to 
disrupt or interfere with the proper 
execution of the HPD Photography 
Contest or defraud the Hancock 
Park District in any way will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of 
the law. Participants who engage 
in any of the foregoing activities 
will be disqualified and will forfeit 
any prizes. If the contest is not 
capable of running as planned due 
to causes beyond the control of 
the Hancock Park District that in 
the sole opinion of the Hancock 
Park District could affect the proper 
execution of the HPD Photography 
Contest, the Hancock Park District 
reserves the right at its sole 
discretion to cancel or modify the 
HPD Photography Contest. 
6. Photograph entries must be 
submitted according to rules, 
guidelines, and terms and  

 
conditions as stated herein and 
will be disqualified if not followed. 
Submission of photographs certify 
your awareness of and agreement 
with rules, guidelines, and terms 
and conditions related to the HPD 
Photography Contest. 

Assumption of Risk/
Liability Release/Waiver of 
all Claims
By registering for the HPD 
Photography Contest, participants 
assume all risks associated with 
the activity, understand that all 
risks cannot be foreseen, waive all 
claims or causes of action arising 
from participation and the use of 
photographs by the Hancock Park 
District for promotional purposes, 
and release the Hancock Park 
District and its agents, employees, 
volunteers, and sponsors and 
their heirs, executors, and assigns 
from liability. Risks include but are 
not limited to personal property 
damage, bodily injury, loss of 
life, use or misuse of a prize, 
loss of photograph submissions 
due to human error or technical 
malfunction, cheating or fraud 
by a participant, typographical 
or other error in the printing of 
material and correspondence 
and communication as a whole 
associated with the administration 
of the HPD Photography Contest.

               

Enter up to five of your finest photographs in
              Hancock Park District’s   23rd Annual PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Deadline for submission February 28, 2019

1424 East Main Cross Street
Findlay, OH 45840

Phone 419-425-7275
Fax 419-423-5811

www.HancockParks.com
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Contact Information 

Name: _______________________________________Telephone Number: __________________________________________                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                      (Home/Cell)                   (Office)

Street Address: ________________________________________ City: ______________State: _______ Zip: _______________

Email Address:  ______________________________________________ _____  Age (if under 18 years of age):  _____________

Photograph Details

Title of Photograph (use the same name as the file): _____________________________________________________________

Photograph Location:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Photograph Release
I certify that I am the person who took the photograph being submitted as titled above. I have not assigned any of my rights 
associated with the photograph to a third party. I have sole authority to release my photograph to the Hancock Park District 
and hereby grant the Hancock Park District the royalty-free right to distribute, publish and use my photograph titled above to 
promote Hancock Park District programs, parks, and services including but limited to the website, social media, and the Seasonal 
Program & Event Guide. I have read, understand and agree to the contest rules, guidelines, and terms and conditions. I assume 
all risks associated with my participation in the HPD Photography Contest, waive all claims or causes of action arising from 
my participation, and release the Hancock Park District and its agents, employees, volunteers, and sponsors and their heirs, 
executors, and assigns from liability. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Photographer (please print)                                     Signature of Photographer                          Date

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent’s Name (please print) if photographer is under 18 years of age            Parent’s Signature           Date

Subject Release
I hereby authorize the Hancock Park District to use the photograph of me and/or my child or children listed below for the purpose 
of promoting Hancock Park District programs, parks, and services including but not limited to the website, social media, and the 
Seasonal Program & Event Guide. I understand that the photograph becomes the property of the Hancock Park District and may 
be used at its discretion. By signing this release, I agree that I will not be compensated for the Hancock Park District’s use of 
the aforementioned photograph and I agree to assume all risks related to the publication of the photograph, waive all claims or 
causes of action arising from the publication of the photograph, and release the Hancock Park District and its agents, employees, 
volunteers, and sponsors and their heirs, executors, and assigns from liability. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Subjects (please print)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Subjects

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Parent (please print) if subject is under 18 years old                          Parent’s Signature            Date

Email digital photograph to acoburn-griffis@hancockparks.com with HPD Photography Contest in the subject line no later than 11:59 PM EST on 
Thursday, February 28, 2019. Prints will not be accepted. 

               

          Hancock Park District’s   23rd Annual PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Entry and Release Form; deadline for submission February 28, 2019
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Aeraland Recreation Area
Located at 1141 Township Road 243, 
Fostoria
Aeraland is a rural county park in a quiet 
country setting that provides an opportunity to 
hike and picnic in relative isolation and solitude. 
Aeraland Recreation Area’s passive nature is 
balanced by the Arcadia Soccer Club’s use of 
several acres for youth soccer.

Blanchard Landing
Located on State Route 235, south of U.S. 
Route 224 West
Blanchard Landing is a popular starting or 
stopping point for canoeists and kayakers. As a 
wayside destination, it offers relative isolation and 
solitude. Visitors can escape for a while and enjoy 
fishing, picnicking, and the sounds of silence.

Blanchard River Greenway 
Trail (BRGT)
The BRGT supports walking and bicycling 
along the Blanchard River Greenway. Trail 
sections include Clinton Court to Riverside Park 
Waterfront, River Walk, High Street and Cory 
Street to Howard Street and Broad Avenue 
with a connection to River Landings, Riverview 
Walk, and West Point. 

Blanchard River  
Nature Preserve
Located at 22006 County Road 17, Forest
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an 
undeveloped natural area. It includes 7,200 linear 
feet of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres of 
wooded riparian floodplain, and riparian oxbow 
wetlands and vernal pools that provide excellent, 
high-quality aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
Blanchard River Nature Preserve is a special 
place unlike any other in the Hancock Park 
System. Even though the Hancock Park District 
maintains a strong emphasis on environmental 
preservation, visitation and use is limited to 
boating and fishing via a primitive river access 
site and hiking, bird watching, and landscape and 
wildlife photography along a quiet walkway. 

Blue Rock Nature Preserve
Located on Edgar Street and Bank Street
Named for the heavy, bluish clay mined from the 
property in the early 1900s, Blue Rock serves 
as a neighborhood nature preserve and oasis 
offering an escape from the hustle and bustle of 
life—even if for a little while. Visitors enjoy hiking 
and bird watching along the Lady Bug Loop 
Trail, and perhaps a bench and a book.

 

Bright Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River at 10184 
Township Road 244
Bright Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities, created 
to protect water quality, expand wildlife habitat, 
and provide natural beauty. Located relatively 
close to Bright Conservation Area are Riverbend 
Conservation Area, Riverbend Recreation Area, 
and Lehman Conservation Area. Collectively, 
they form an impressive 220-acre outdoor 
complex along the banks of the Blanchard River.

Centennial Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Cross Avenue, east of Blanchard Street
Centennial Park provides access to an outdoor 
exercise area that creates an enjoyable and 
balanced fitness regimen when combined 
with walking, running, or bicycling along the 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail. 

Civitan Park
Located along the Blanchard River on  
Taylor Street, south of Clinton Court
Civitan Park serves as a neighborhood park 
with community-wide access to active play 
facilities, including a playground, a basketball 
court, and a multi-use trail. 
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Eastpoint Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, west of Bright Road
Eastpoint Area affords the opportunity for 
fishing, canoeing and kayaking, and picnicking. 
It also serves as a wayside destination for 
resting, relaxing, and enjoying the waterfront. 

Great Karg Well Historical Site
Located along the Blanchard River  
on Liberty Street
The Great Karg Well Historical Site contains a 
historical monument honoring the great Karg 
well (1886). As a quiet wayside destination, Karg 
Well offers access to the river. From the canoeist 
and kayaker perspective, Karg Well serves as a 
rest area before continuing downstream. 

Heritage Trail
The Heritage Trail covers approximately 20 miles  
as it follows the Blanchard River for much of its route  
with connections to Riverside Park Waterfront and  
Riverbend Recreation Area. Trail surfaces range 
from paved asphalt and concrete to grass and dirt  
while leading hikers through parks, urban areas, 
and the countryside. The South Unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods, which serves as the primary trail 
head is located on U.S. Route 224 West. 

Indian Green–Worden Family 
Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River on U.S. 
Route 224 West
Indian Green–Worden Family Conservation 
Area is an undeveloped natural area with no 
support facilities. It was created to preserve the 
natural area along the Blanchard River, expand 
wildlife habitat, and afford access to a rare 
natural section of the Heritage Trail shared by 
the south unit of Litzenberg Memorial Woods.

Jackson Landing
Located along the Blanchard River at 
16894 Township Road 173
Jackson Landing is an undeveloped natural 
area along the Blanchard River. It serves as a 
landing option and rest area for canoeists and 
kayakers paddling the Blanchard River Water 
Trail from Blanchard River Nature Preserve to 
Riverbend Recreation Area and beyond. 

Lehman Conservation Area
Located at 16428 Township Road 208
Lehman Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities. It was 
created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty.  Located 
relatively close to Lehman Conservation Area 
are Riverbend Recreation Area, Riverbend 
Conservation Area, and Bright Conservation 
Area. Collectively, they form an impressive 220-
acre outdoor complex along the banks of the 
Blanchard River. 

Lawrence Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, south 
of the intersection of State Route 568 and 
Township Road 236
Lawrence Conservation Area is an undeveloped 
natural area with no support facilities. It was 
created to protect water quality, expand wildlife 
habitat, and provide natural beauty. 

Litzenberg Memorial Woods offers the perfect  
hike for spotting wildflowers, including Silene 
virginica, the fire pink, a wildflower in the pink 
family, Caryophyllaceae.

Hancock Park District’s conservation provide 
important habitat for native wildlife.



Liberty Landing
Located along the Blanchard River on 
Township Road 89, west of County Road 140
Liberty Landing is a popular starting point for  
canoeists and kayakers. As a wayside 
destination with a quiet country feel, visitors 
enjoy fishing, picnicking, and the sights and 
sounds of nature.

Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Located at 6100 U.S. Route 224 West
Litzenberg Memorial Woods is characterized 
by rolling countryside, wooded ravines, and a 
grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, and sky. 
It blends the rich agricultural heritage with 
conservation and wildlife, education and history, 
hiking and exploration, picnicking and play, and 
social gatherings and special events to create a 
unique destination. 

Oakwoods Nature Preserve
Located at 1400 Oakwoods Lane
Oakwoods is an outdoor complex that contains 
diverse habitat, nature trails, and two lakes 
all anchored by the Richard S. “Doc” Phillips 
Discovery Center. Wetlands, woodlands, and 
prairie create a place for discovery and form a 
natural attraction full of seasonal beauty that 
supports wildlife, environmental education, and 
nature based outdoor recreation. 

Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway
Hancock County and Putnam County
Sawmills, gristmills, and waterpower shaped 
a region for Native Americans and settlers 
and carved an area out of the Ohio wilderness 
bounded by rivers and the Great Black Swamp. 
As history tells it, the earliest known settler 
of Hancock County was a Frenchman by the 
name of Jean Jacques Blanchard who arrived 
in 1769. In 1908, William “Tell” Taylor wrote 
“Down by the Old Mill Stream” while sitting 
on the banks of the Blanchard River. Life 
prospered from the river, villages and cities 
grew, and transportation moved people and 
goods to build the economy. Today, the Old 
Mill Stream Scenic Byway extends 52 miles 
through Hancock and Putnam counties, while 
showcasing the Blanchard River, natural 
resources, and parks and recreation with a nice 
blend of cultural and historic attractions along 
the way. 

Riverbend Recreation Area 
Located at 16618 Township Road 208
Riverbend is a year-round recreation area 
offering diverse facilities and a wide range 
of outdoor recreation opportunities and 
experiences. What was once solely floodplain, 
forest, and farmland is now a popular park and 
recreation destination. 

Riverbend Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west of 
the intersection of Township Road 207 and 
Township Road 244
Riverbend Conservation Area is an 
undeveloped natural area with no support 
facilities. It was created for wetland mitigation 
and restoration and conservation purposes 
aimed at preserving the watershed along the 
Blanchard River. The land is rich in habitat and 
natural beauty.

River Landings
Located at 700 Fox Street
Besides being the location of a maintenance 
facility, River Landings serves as a wayside for 
rest and relaxation, presents opportunities for 
play and picnicking, and serves as a trail head 
for a wide range of multi-use trail activities. 

Visitors to the McKinnis House at Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods can witness living history c. 1847, 
from woodstove cooking to the herb garden.
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Riverside Park Waterfront
Located at 231 McManness Avenue, north 
of East Main Cross Street
Riverside is a historic and popular destination 
for walking and picnicking within an environment 
intermingled with the sounds of urban life and 
nature and it remains the crown jewel among 
parks located along the Blanchard River 
Greenway.

Vogelsong Conservation Area
Located along the Blanchard River, west 
of the bridge at State Route 568 and 
Township Road 236
Vogelsong Conservation Area is an 
undeveloped natural area with no support 
facilities. It was created to protect water quality, 
expand wildlife habitat, and provide natural 
beauty.

Waterfalls Area
Located along the Blanchard River on  
East Main Cross Street, east of 
McManness Avenue
This area provides a soothing respite among 
the waterfall and majestic Sycamore trees, while 
accommodating picnicking, walking along the 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail, and launching, 
landing, and portaging canoes and kayaks. 

Honor a special person  
in your life with a 
Memorial Tree  

or Bench. 
The Hancock Park District will purchase 
the memorial with your donation and help 
you locate the perfect place for it in your 
parks. Tax deductible donations may also 
be made by calling 419-425-7275 or 
visiting HancockParks.com or the HPD 
Administrative Office at 1424 E. Main 
Cross Street, Findlay.

Like us to catch updates and announcements 
#hancockparkdistrict



The Hancock Parks Foundation is  
a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that

supports the Hancock Park District’s 
programs, parks and recreational facilities.
To learn more and to make a tax deductible 

donation, visit  www.HancockParks.com  
or call 419-425-7275.

 “Our values define us.” 
Quality of life. Commitment. 

Stewardship. Service. Partnerships. 
Fiscal Responsibility. 

“Our vision inspires us.” 
The Hancock Park District’s vision

is to be an innovative and resourceful 
park district that creatively adapts
 to community needs and provides

exceptional parks and services. 

“Our mission is what we do.” 
The Hancock Park District’s  
mission is to enrich lives by  

providing meaningful experiences 
through quality parks, facilities,  

and programs.

The Hancock Park District

HPD Administrative Office
1424 East Main Cross Street

Findlay, OH 45840

www.HancockParks.com


